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HIGHLIGHTS		
 

Bruce Bégoût 
LE SAUVETAGE  

(The Rescue) 
Fayard, August 2018, 360 pages 

 

◊ The author based the story on elements found in 
archives and historical documents, but goes 
beyond a simple historical retelling by adding 
purely fictional elements, creating a masterfully 
constructed novel that keeps readers’ interest 
high.  

◊ Bruce Begout’s writing combines different styles, 
both familiar and more formal; facts, 
interpretations and even anachronisms, as well as 
oral language, slogans, ideologies and more, for a 
lively narrative with tremendous texture.  

◊ Van Breda is an ordinary man who became a hero 
by saving the extensive writings and manuscripts 
of Edmund Husserl from destruction by the Nazis. 
For his work on spreading Husserl’s work he was 
awarded an honoris causa doctorate from Albert 
Ludwigs University of Freiburg. 

In this ambitious book, on the cusp between a historical 
novel and a philosophical essay, Bruce Bégout, who is 
himself a specialist in Husserl’s work, recounts the 
incredible but true story of how Husserl’s unpublished 
manuscripts were saved by a Franciscan monk. 

Based on a true story, this is the tale of a young Franciscan 
priest named Herman Leo Van Breda who travels from 
Belgium to Germany in 1938 to research the late Jewish 
philosopher Edmund Husserl. Once there, Van Breda 
discovers 100kg of stenography manuscripts hidden in 
Husserl’s basement and, although unable to decipher a 
single word of the pages, decides to save the documents 
from destruction by the Nazis. Thus begins a race against 
time for the Franciscan, who is secretly tracked by a 
member of the Gestapo. 

Written by a specialist on Husserl, this is an ode to the 
heroism of a man who risked his life for words he could 
not read himself, which highlights the importance of 
knowledge in dark times.  

Without Herman Leo Van Breda’s courage and audacity, 
Husserl’s work would have been lost and the research that 
has been based on it could never have developed as it has.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR : Bruce Bégout is a novelist. �His works 
include ON NE DORMIRA JAMAIS (Allia, 2017). He is also �a 
philosopher specialized in Husserlian phenomenology. 

 

 
 

Adeline Dieudonné 
LA VRAIE VIE 

(Real Life) 
L’iconoclaste, August 2018, 200 pages 

 

◊ English sample available. 

◊ Rights sold: Italy (Solferino), WE (World Editions), 
Greece (Ellinika Gramata), Germany (DTV), 
Netherlands (Atlas Contact), ongoing offer in 
Spain. 

◊ 60.000 copies sold  

◊ WINNER OF PRIX DU ROMAN FNAC 2018 and 
PRIX FILIGRANES 2018. 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix Goncourt, Prix Renaudot, 
Prix Stanislas, Prix envoyé par la Poste, Prix du 
Style. 

◊ A funny, acerbic and uncompromising pen that 
creates flashes of brilliance.  

A dramatic coming-of-age novel in which reality and 
illusion oscillate, as strong as Amélie Nothomb,’s debut 
novel Hygiène de l’assassin. 

The Demo is an estate like all the others – or almost. The 
bungalows are lined up like tombstones. At home there 
are four rooms: one for her, one for her brother, one for 
the parents – and one for the corpses. Her father is a big 
game hunter. A powerful predator. The mother is fragile, a 
trembling amoeba, submissive to her husband’s moods. 
The young narrator tries to overcome the daily grind with 
her brother, Gilles, and they play in the shells of cars 
dumped for scrap, and listen out for the chimes of the ice 
cream van. When a brutal accident shatters the present, 
nothing is ever the same again.  Gilles stops laughing from 
that day on. The vision of what happened seems to have 
been frozen in his mind’s eye. The evil that stalks the 
streets and through their home is reflected in the glass 
eyes of the stuffed hyena and the father’s actions – and it 
gradually takes over. The young narrator longs to wipe out 
everything, go back to life as it once was, and to find Gilles 
who animated their world. This new life is but a pale 
imitation of the one they had known, the real one – all in 
colour. Finally, just like a modern day warrior, she rolls up 
her sleeves and throws herself into into the maw of 
existence. She creates diversions, ducks and dives, and 
grows into a young woman, all the while holding on to the 
hope that all will be well one day. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Adeline Dieudonné was born in 
1982. Her first novella, AMARULA, was awarded the Grand Prix 
of the Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles. Real Life is her debut novel.  
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Hector Mathis 
K.O 

(Chaos) 
Buchet Chastel, August 2018, 170 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle Polish rights for this 
title. 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix du Style. 

◊ A debut novel, a true reading experience, a must 
read that could be compared to a 2018 version of 
Louis-Ferdinand Céline’s Journey to the End of the 
Night for its cynicism, pessimism and slang  

◊ The author is passionated about music and wrote 
the entire novel keeping the rhythm in mind. The 
result is very close to poetry slam in the form and 
the content. 

◊ Contemporary, harsh tone and full of rage, this is 
not the kind of book that keeps the reader 
passive. 

Music, poetry and rage. This amazing debut novel will 
grab you and not let go! In a world that might well be 
our own, the story of a young man who flees death 
while everyone else seems to be rushing headlong 
towards it.  

Sitam, a young man who’s crazy about both jazz and 
books, falls in love with a gamine called Capu. She has only 
a temporary roof over her head, lent by a friend. And he, 
Sitam, doesn’t have a penny to his name. Still, they enjoy a 
few marvelous days together. Then comes an explosive 
night filled with terrorism, sirens, explosions and gunshots; 
police and soldiers overwhelm the capital. Overnight, the 
city – their city- turns into a terrifying place. Deeply shaken, 
Sitam and Capu decide to get out of town, and leap onto 
the last night train heading for “the zone,” where Sitam 
was born. It is the first step in their odyssey. Living hand to 
mouth, together they will spin away from the projects and 
wander across Europe… Fast-paced, edgy, incisive and 
musical, K.O. is an incredible journey to the end of the 
night. This debut novel, born from a radical sense of 
urgency, deals with themes ranging from poetry, sickness 
and death to friendship and wanderlust.  Waiters, 
homeless musicians and OuLiPo printers all make 
appearances in it. Filled with both splendor and fantasy, yet 
chaos reigns supreme. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1993, Hector Mathis grew 
up outside of Paris. Identified as gifted at the age of six, he got his 
baccalaureate before he turned 18. He soon began writing 
constantly, first song lyrics, then eventually focusing on a novel. 
Afflicted by illness at the age of 22, he now devotes his time 
entirely to his writing. 

« Sa langue est verte et sonore, son style libre comme du 
free-jazz. » L’Humanité.  

François Vallejo 
HÔTEL WALDHEIM 

(Waldheim Hotel) 
Viviane Hamy, August 2018, 300 pages 

  

◊ Longlisted for the Prix Goncourt 2018. 

◊ The plot forces the characters to delve into their 
memories and confront their own pasts with great 
honesty, no matter how unpleasant the image of 
themselves that is revealed may be. 

◊ A powerful novel, original and stunning on 
memory. On all memories. 

◊ A brilliant style that’s constantly toying with the 
gap between personal and historical truth, which 
explores the inner workings of our conscience. 

A novel set during the Cold War era that borrows 
elements from classic spy stories: a fake couple working 
for the Stasi, a hotel-owner hiding East German 
residents trying to flee to the West, suspicious 
disappearances, and more.  

Jeff Valdera, in his fifties, receives an anonymous postcard, 
written in poor French. Two others follow, less 
anonymous. On the front of these cards, always the same 
illustration, that of a hotel in Davos (Switzerland) where 
Jeff spent a few summers as a teenager. The memories of 
these holidays emerge, until the author of the postcards 
appears and enters Jeff's life and forces him to remember 
events far away, confronting the narrator's memory with 
an “official” memory, that of the Stasi. This quiet hotel in 
Davos might have been a transit place for intellectuals 
wishing to flee East Germany. The different memories feed 
on each other, confront each other, and each one asks: 
“Inventing your memory or inventing your life?” A novel at 
crosscorads between historical novel, spy novel and 
psychological novel.  The main inspiration of the author is 
History (past, present and future) that strikes the present 
of a man, through his own history or genealogy. Thus, 
through the memory of Jeff Valdera, comes the memory of 
20th-century Europe divided in two sides, at the same time 
as that of the 21st century that begins to emerge. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: François Vallejo teaches Literature. 
His novel West (2006) won the famous Prix du Livre Inter, and 
stayed on the bestsellers’lists for one year (135,000 copies sold). 
Vallejo is not one of these writers who embroider all their work 
with the same subject. On the contrary, it is a matter of honour 
for him to explore entirely different universes in every single one 
of his novels. Only the elegance of his writing and the subtlety of 
the portraits can make the link between his stories. 

«  Un envoûtant roman à tiroirs. » - L’Obs / France Culture 

«  Entre obsession, folie douce et ruses de la mémoire, François 
Vallejo se joue avec brio du roman de nos vies. » Lire  



Lester Agency / Fall 2018 / Fiction Catalogue 

 5 

Jérôme Ferrari 
À SON IMAGE  

(In Her Own Image) 
Actes Sud, August 2018, 224 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O); World English (Europa); 
Germany (under negociation /Secession); Tunisia 
(Masciliana); Greece (Stereoma); China (Haitian); 
Serbia (Çarobna Knjiga), Spain (Libros del 
Asteroide).  

◊ Offer from Sweden. 

◊ Prix Littéraire Le Monde 

◊ Over 40.000 copies sold. 

◊ Antonia’s complex character, which evolves from 
a carefree young photographer to a disillusioned 
photo-journalist affected for life by the terrible 
scenes she has witnessed, becomes more and 
more fully realized with every page.  

◊ The author addresses themes of war and national 
conflict with profound insight, allowing us to see 
their social, personal and psychological impacts on 
both a collective and an individual level.  

◊ The history of photo-journalism is woven into the 
plot, told both through fictional characters and 
through descriptions of real photos that are so 
well done we can see them in our mind’s eye.   

One warm evening in June, the 38-year-old Antonia takes 
a walk around the port of Calvi. The professionally 
frustrated photographer bumps into a group of 
legionnaires and immediately recognises one of them as 
Dragan, whom she had met during the war in the former 
Yugoslavia. They spend virtually the whole night catching 
up after this unexpected reunion, and then the young 
woman drives off to her home in the south of the island. 
But en route she loses control of her vehicle and it plunges 
over a precipice, killing her instantly.  Wide in scope but 
precise in detail, restrained yet deeply moving, À son image 
pays tribute to Antonia’s life through the eyes of her uncle, 
who was also her godfather and her most loyal ally 
throughout a life marked by struggles and doubt, great 
fervour and abandoned ambitions.  Out of her personal 
transgression and her painful failure to contend with the 
power and the contradictions of any form of 
representation, Jérôme Ferrari, creates a soundtrack 
blending the sounds of the requiem with the din of gunfire 
and the clicking of the camera shutter in this majestic 
exploration of the ambiguous relationship between the 
image, photography, reality and death. 

« À son image se lit comme le feuilletage de photos en série : 
derrière presque chaque personnage se cache un photographe 
et une image de guerre. » Le Nouveau Magazine Littéraire 

 

Jérôme Ferrari 
LE SERMON SUR LA CHUTE DE ROME 

(Sermon on the Fall of Rome) 
Actes Sud, August 2012, 208 pages 

 

◊ PRIX GONCOURT 2012. 

◊ Rights sold in: UK/world-English (MacLehose 
Press), Germany (Secession Verlag), Spain  
(Random House Mondadori); Netherlands (De 
Bezige Bij), Italy (Edizioni E/O, three titles 
acquired), catalan (La Magrana), Brasil (Editora 
34), Romania (Pandora), Vietnam (Nha Nam), 
Israel (Hakibbutz HaMeuchad), Portugal (Divina 
Comedia), Serbia (Carobna Knjiga), Croatia (Alfa-
ZG) Hungaria (Hulpius Haz), Poland (Pax), 
Lebanon (All Prints Distributors and Publishers), 
Macedonia (Ars Lamina), Russia (Eksmo), Slovenia 
(Ebesede), Bulgaria (Fakel Express). 

◊ 500.000 copies sold. 

◊ Finalist for the Grand Prix du Roman de 
l’Académie française, the Prix Femina, and the 
Premio Strega 2014. 

◊ Short-listed for the Prix Interallié, the Prix des 
libraires, and The Europese Literatuurprijs. 

Convinced that they can build the best of possible 
worlds on this lowly earth, two childhood friends decide 
to abandon their philosophy studies in Paris, go home to 
their small Corsican village and run the local bar.  

But this pitiful empire, the seat of all memories as well as 
hopes, is soon quivering with the early signs of its 
downfall... because what comes to the bar now is hell itself, 
as if a terrible curse condemns all men’s dreams to being 
corrupted and reduced to a state of pathetic insularity as 
soon as they dare attribute their fragile and illusory earthly 
kingdoms with eternal life. 

Jerome Ferrari’s writing always sheds shining light over the 
darkest shadows of the human heart. Speaking to the heart 
as much as to the mind, the author is building a major 
body of work of universal appeal. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Paris in 1968, Jérôme Ferrari 
has taught in Algeria, Corsica and Abu Dhabi (United Arab 
Emirates). All of his novels have been published by Actes Sud, 
including LE SERMON SUR LA CHUTE DE ROME, which won 
the Prix Goncourt in 2012, translated in several countries with 
over 500,000 copies sold in France. 
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!Clara Dupont-Monod 
LA RÉVOLTE 

(The Revolt) 
Stock, August 2018, 256 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix Goncourt 2018. 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix Fémina. 

◊ 20.000 copies sold. 

◊ This book rife with poetry and cruelty takes us to 
the heart of the connection between a mother 
and her favourite son – two individuals sustained 
by literature, unspoken love, honour and violence.  

◊ It depicts a very accessible Middle Ages stripped 
of quaintness but full of emotion: modern and 
energising. 

◊ The extraordinary life of a powerful woman as 
told by her son, Richard Lionheart. 

1173, The French kingdom. A remarkable queen 
marshals her sons to rebel against their father. 

Richard Lionheart describes his mother, Eleanor of 
Aquitaine, a major medieval figure who was queen of 
France and then England. In 1173, she and three of her 
sons instigate a rebellion to overthrow the English king, 
Henry Plantagenet. How and why does she persuade her 
children to rise against their father? And how does a son 
cope with this conflict of loyalties? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Clara Dupont-Monod has a degree 
in ancient French. She is a journalist and has written several 
novels, including LE ROI DISAIT QUE J’ÉTAIS DIABLE, which 
sold over 60,000 copies. She has been haunted by Eleanor of 
Aquitaine for many years. 

“A finely chiselled and poignant portrait of the ambitious 
Eleanor of Aquitaine. It is lyrical and embodied. Magically 
written.” Libération 

“The talent of storyteller Clara Dupont-Monod needs no 
further proof. […] This medieval heroine overflows with awe-
inspiring strength and free will.” Le Nouvel Observateur  

“A Shakespearian drama narrated in a precise prose, 
sharpened like a blade.” L’Obs  

« Fascinant. Un destin plein de fureur et de passion. » ELLE 

  
 

 

 

Clara Dupont-Monod 
LE ROI DISAIT QUE J'ÉTAIS DIABLE  

(The King Said I Was the Devil) 
Grasset, August 2014, 240 pages 

 
◊ Was longlisted for Prix Goncourt & Prix Renaudot 

2014. 

◊ This time, the goal is not to clear a name, or 
rescue from the fog of oblivion but, on the 
contrary, to take possession of a myth, to tame it, 
even if it meant taking a few liberties.  

◊ Dupont-Monod paints the portrait of a tormented, 
courageous, hot-blooded and ambitious woman, 
shining a light on the years of her marriage to 
Louis VII, the great forgotten king of France. 

Eleanor of Aquitaine is a multi-coloured legend. A witch 
or an innocent queen? Posterity has given her a 
thousand different lives. Clara Dupont-Monod invents 
one of her own, fascinated as she is by the Middle Ages, 
which have already served as a backdrop for her 
previous works.  

Eleanor of Aquitaine has inspired generations of 
imaginations, sometimes appearing pink, and sometimes 
black... Pink, because Medieval clerics and history painted 
her as a man eater. Black, because she has been described 
as Machiavellian, starved for power, stopping at nothing to 
satisfy her appetite for power. Embodying power and sex, 
Eleanor was a passionate leader who crystallized medieval 
fears surrounding women, thus guaranteeing her an 
unparalleled reputation. 

Dupont-Monod reinvents Eleanor, creates an anti-legend 
and reveals the depth underneath the cliché. She lends her 
voice to the Queen, of course, but also to King Louis VII, 
which history has buried under layers of oblivion. Although 
she bases her story on actual chronology –an indispensable 
framework – and on proven facts, like Louis VII’s boundless 
love for his wife or departing for the Crusades, Clara 
Dupont-Monod fills the blanks. She imagines Eleanor to be 
a pagan, even though she was certainly pious. She offers 
her a childhood as well as regrets, leaving the epicentre of 
her scandalous legend to remain hazy – especially her 
alleged affairs with many men, and namely her uncle. 

Here is Eleanor as we have never seen her before, in these 
formative years leading up to her ascension to the throne 
of England. 
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Julia Kerninon 
MA DÉVOTION  

(My Devotion) 
Le Rouergue, August 2018, 304 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), World English (Europa), 
China (Haitian). 

◊ A friendship between a man and a woman 
throughout their entire life. 

◊ Helen is a woman who sacrified and devoted 
herself to Franck’s happiness, forgetting herself 
and her own feelings, on the verge of madness. 

◊ The story is told from Helen’s perspective, making 
it very personal and intimate. 

What was the nature of the feelings which bound Helen 
to Frank throughout her life? 

The children of diplomats, they met in Rome when they 
were twelve in the early 1950s. Although they were 
teenage lovers, they were never an “official couple”. We 
follow Frank and Helen to Amsterdam, Boston and 
Normandy as he quickly establishes himself as an 
outstanding painter with many lovers, while the 
intellectually accomplished Helen never manages to 
impose herself in his affections - until they are in their fifties 
and they settle down in a house in the country with Frank’s 
son. Looking back at her life, she reflects on every aspect 
of all the years spent with and without Frank: what he took 
from her, and the love and friendship she gave him in an 
exchange that was unequal, and for which she will take her 
revenge…But a chance meeting in London seventeen 
years after their definitive split prompts Helen to once 
again revisit their entwined pasts. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1987 in Brittany, Julia 
Kerninon lives in Nantes, where she devotes herself to writing. 

“Ma devotion, roman d’amour dans la lignée du grand 
romanesque, confirme l’art de Julia Kerninon.” Transfuge 

“L’adresse d’une vieille femme à un vieil homme, toutes 
passions et douleures anciennes ravivées. Subtil ” Le Monde 
des livres 

“Un univers fascinant, à l’écriture brillante et à l’univers 
subtil, à la mesure de l’ambition qui le guide.” Imagine 
demain le monde 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Julia Kerninon  
LE DERNIER AMOUR D'ATTILA KISS  

(The Last Love of Attila Kiss) 
Le Rouergue, January 2016, 128 page 

 

◊ Awarded the Prix de La Closerie des Lilas 2016!!!  

◊ Long-listed for the Prix Orange du livre 2016! 

◊ A short and powerful novel that dissects precisely 
the mystery of love and feelings.  

◊ Filled with tensions and antagonisms, Julia 
Kerninon enjoys opposing the contraries: the life 
instinct and the death instinct, masculine and 
feminine, light and shadow, youth and old age, 
wealth and poverty Hungary and Austria. 

◊ A smart use of a specific historical background and 
of memory to illustrate the deep differences one 
has to overcome in order to love fully. 

After the success of her first novel, BUVARD, awarded 
the Françoise Sagan Prize 2014, Kerninon takes us 
between Austria and Hungary to tell us about the birth 
of love between two people who might have nothing in 
common. 

At 51, Attila Kiss has left his wife, his children and his 
mistress, and scrapes a living with a night shift in a foie gras 
factory. He describes himself as “a powerless man in a 
country of powerless men”, with his native Hungary 
thrown open to Western tourists. A chance encounter in a 
Budapest café with 25-year-old Theodora Babbenberg 
from Vienna, and the ensuing romance will turn all his plans 
upside down. As she describes their affair, Julia Kerninon 
plots the developments of a love which is not merely 
passion but almost the art of warfare in what is 
theoretically an impossible relationship... considering the 
forces at work, memories of historic conflicts, the borders 
and boundaries to cross, the differences to overcome and 
compromises to make.	

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1987 in the Nantes region, 
Julia Kerninon is a doctoral student in French Literature. Her first 
novel, BUVARD (Rouergue, 2015) won several prizes including 
the Prix Françoise Sagan. She was awarded the Lagardère du 
jeune écrivain grant in 2015. 

“ This is no ordinary ‘girls meet guy’ story. Julia Kerninon 
blends historical memoir with intimate conflict in a masterly 
tale of nascent love.”  Air France Magazine 

« Dans une écriture fouillée, la jeune Nantaise mêle avec 
aisance et subtilité la petite à la grande Histoire. » Le 
Télégramme  
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Catherine Poulain 
LE CŒUR BLANC 
 (The White Heart) 

L’Olivier, September 2018, 256 pages 

 

◊ Option publishers in: Russia (Family Leisure Club), 
Poland (Wydawnictwo Literackie). 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix Médicis. 

◊ Catherine Poulain portrays the lives of 
farmworkers in the south of France in the mid-
80s: brutality, backbreaking work and the seasons 
set the tone and tempo for this novel.  

◊ Rosalinde and Mounia, the only women in an 
otherwise male world, have to cope with the 
rising verbal and physical harassment of the men 
around them, who want to keep them under their 
thumb.  

◊ As in her first novel, Catherine Poulain draws on 
personal experience to portray women’s status on 
farms, and the violence they are subjected to.  

Ahmed, Karim, Salim, Acacio, Lionel, Abdelman, 
Vincenzo … These are the workers of the soil 
gathering, picking, sorting, transplanted according to the 
seasons. They have nothing, sheltering in makeshift 
cabins, living in the fire of summer or the solitude of 
winter, in work and alcohol. 

Rosalinde, the red-haired girl who slaves away just as 
much, fascinates them. She is afraid of them but knows that 
she is stronger than anything, as long as she can keep her 
freedom. But that summer, in the furnace of violence and 
light, she feels hunted; threatened by a shepherd who 
pursues her, by the gypsy who goes as far as to ransack the 
Volkswagen camper van in which she lives … and by the 
fires which approach the village. After Woman at Sea, an 
odyssey of the far north, Catherine Poulain plunges us in a 
quasi-Faulknerian South. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Catherine Poulain has sailed for 
more than ten years in Alaska. She worked in fish canning 
factories in Islande and in shipyards in the US. She now lives in 
the moutains of the South of France, where she breeds sheeps 
and works as a farmworker in a vineyard. He first novel LE 
GRAND MARIN (L’Olivier, 2016) has sold over 100.000 copies 
in France, and won many prizes (Prix Mac Orlan, Prix Joseph 
Kessel, Prix Ouest-France Étonnants Voyageurs, Prix Compagnie 
des Pêches, Prix Livre& Mer Henri-Queffélec…). LE CŒUR 
BLANC is her second novel.  

 
 
 

 
 

Catherine Poulain 
LE GRAND MARIN  
(The Great Mariner) 

L’Olivier, February 2016, 368 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available. 

◊ 100,000 copies sold! 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (btb Verlag), World 
Spanish (Lumen Penguin Random House), Catalan 
(1984), Italy (Neri Pozza), Russia (Family Leisure 
Club/Hemiro), Israel (Keter), China (Shanghai 99), 
World English (Jonathan Cape/Penguin Random 
House), the Netherlands (Cossee), Poland 
(Wydawnictwo Literackie), Romania (Polirom). 

◊ Awarded Prix Marc Orlan & Prix Joseph Kessel. 

◊ Through Lili’s hectic life, we are shown a slice of 
life of these extreme and passionate fishermen, 
with unique stories and pasts. 

◊ A raw novel, which brings to light the feelings of a 
woman with a very strong temperament and her 
living conditions in a almost exclusively male 
environment. 

◊ We discover an unknown, rough and dangerous 
activity so close to nature, and surrounded by 
beautiful landscapes. 

In a remote place in Alaska, Lili Colt wants to take her 
fate in her own hands. She wants to fish night and day, 
despite dangerous and rough working conditions. 

All her life she had been dreaming of leaving for good. Her 
family, her home, her life. She became a runaway. Now, at 
the end of a long journey, she is in Kodiak, a harbour in 
Alaska, trying to embark on one of the ships that go fishing 
– black cod, crab, halibut – in the Bering Sea. The 
adventure begins and the shock is brutal. Sleeping on the 
deck; withstanding the freezing cold, the salt that eats her 
skin; facing fear, injuries, exhaustion. When the boats put 
ashore, she stays with the men, in the bars, strip clubs and 
shabby motels where they are used to hang around, 
waiting for the next voyage. 

And then she meets the Great Mariner. He would like her 
to join him to Hawaii, unfortunately Lili’s mind is set on the 
northernmost spot of Alaska: Point Barrow. She is torn 
between her love for this mysterious man, whose 
weaknesses deeply move her, and her passion for freedom 
and fishing, like a drug she can’t resist.  

« Premier roman de Catherine Poulain, Le grand marin est un 
magnifique roman d'apprentissage et d'aventures, porté par une 
langue authentique et belle. »  Librairie Mollat 
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Baptiste Beaulieu 
TOUTES LES HISTOIRES D’AMOUR DU 

MONDE 
�(All the Love Stories � in the World) 

Mazarine, September 2018, �530 pages  

 

After discovering in an old trunk three notebooks filled 
with love letters, Jean’s father becomes deeply 
melancholic. 

Jean is astounded: In the pages of the letters, his 
grandfather Moïse, that cold and silent man who had lived 
the last years of his life as a total recluse, recounts his life 
story. Even more incredible, he had addressed them all to 
an unknown woman, Anne-Lise Schmitt. 

In a desperate attempt to heal his father’s grief, Jean looks 
at the great tragedies of the 20th century together with a 
collection of present-day romances. From one discovery to 
the next, he ultimately uncovers the heavy secret of a man 
and a family, to unravel a far more important mystery: 
How are all of our lives reflected in the trans- cendent love 
story of a single couple? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: General Practitioner Baptiste 
Beaulieu is the author of three bestsellers: ALORS VOILÀ: LES 
1001 VIES �DES URGENCES (Fayard 2013), ALORS VOUS NE 
SEREZ JAMAIS PLUS TRISTE (Fayard) � and LA BALLADE DE 
L’ENFANT GRIS (Mazarine, 2016). His blog, Alors Voilà, has 
more than eight million visitors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Baptiste Beaulieu 
ALORS VOILÀ  

LES 1001 NUITS DES URGENCES  
(A Thousand and One Nights in the ER) 

Fayard, October 2013, 380 pages 

 

◊ German translation available. 

◊ 40.000 copies sold in France. 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Rizzoli), !Castilian (Grijalbo 
Mondadori), Russia (AST Publishers), Sweden 
(Sekwa), China (Lumiere Publishing), Poland 
(Amber), Korea (Book21), !Israel (Hakibutz 
Hameuchad), Germany (Fisher), Japan (Hayakawa 
Shobo) Latvia (Zvaigzne), English (India) and Hindi 
language (Rajpal & Sons), Hungary (Bookart). 

◊ Graphic novel adaptation (by Rue de sèvres) 
selected for the Prix de BD Landerneau 2017.   

◊ Baptiste Beaulieu distills his poignant and 
humorous hospital chronicles with skill, humor 
and sincerity. Nothing like the cliché-filled hospital 
series on TV, this volume has the ring of truth. 

◊ A warm and touching relationship between the 
main character and one of his women patients 
runs through the book. 

◊ This series of bitter-sweet anecdotes is a veritable 
ode to life, filled with happiness and tears. A joy to 
read. 

Born in 1985, Baptiste Beaulieu is an intern. In January, 
2013, he won the Prix Alexandre-Varney for his blog, 
“Alors voilà,” which aims to reconcile care-givers and 
patients, and which quickly became popular with both 
the press and the public alike. ALORS VOILA: LES 1001 
VIES DES URGENCE is his first book. 

A twenty-seven-year-old intern tap dances up and down 
the corridor of a hospital ward to amuse his patients. He is 
particularly fond of the patient in room 7, in the terminal 
phase of cancer: her son, whose flight has been canceled 
by the ash of an Icelandic volcano, is not at her bedside... 
So Baptiste decides to take on the Death, in a race for 
time. Like Scheherazade, he begins to tell the dying woman 
the funny and tragic tales of life at the hospital. 

The days go by. The patient in room 7 is failing. And the 
young man doesn’t quite understand why she suddenly 
means so much to him... A deeply moving, exuberant 
chronicle of life at a hospital, inspired by the real-life 
situations of either the author or his colleagues. 
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Laurent Gounelle 
JE TE PROMETS LA LIBERTÉ 

(I Promise You Freedom) 
Calmann Levy, October 201, 300 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle rights in Bulgaria, 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland. 

◊ The agency handles rights in:  
Albania, !Croatia, !Estonia, !Georgia, Macedonia, 
Latvia, Serbia, ! Slovenia, !Slovakia. 

◊ French sales: ! Audio-book (Audiolib), Paperback 
(Le Livre de Poche). 

◊ A real publishing phenomenon, Laurent Gounelle’s 
books have reached millions of readers in France 
and abroad, where his books have been translated 
into 27 languages. 

Following the successes of his previous books, I Promise 
You Freedom is a bright novel about life-changing choices. 
Always inspired by his passion for psychology and 
spirituality, Laurent Gounelle proves once more his ability 
to tell a story that enlightens how to live better with 
ourselves. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Laurent Gounelle is a writer and a 
specialist in the social sciences. His books exude his enthusiasm 
for philosophy, psychology and personal development. His �novels 
have all �become bestsellers and have been translated worldwide. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laurent Gounelle 
ET TU TROUVERAS LE TRÉSOR QUI DORT 

EN TOI 
(And You Will Find the Treasure Within You) 

Kero, October 2016, 336 pages 

 

◊ Rights available in: Albania, Croatia, Estonia, 
Macedonia, Serbia. 

◊ Rights sold in: Korea (Yolimwon), Italy (La Nave di 
teseo), Slovakia (Citadella), Germany (Droemer 
Knaur), Turkey (Pegasus), Bulgaria (Colibri), 
Lithuania (Alma Littera), Czech Republic (Rybka), 
Lebanon (Centre culturel arabe – beyrouth), Spain 
(Roca), USA (Little Brown), UK (Corsair), 
Slovakia (Citadella), Hungary (Trivium Kiado), 
Romania (Editura Trei), Beijing Red Dot 
(Simplified Chinese), Slovenia (Ucila), Russia 
(Azbooka Atticus). 

◊ 250,000 copies sold! 

◊ Setting religion as background, Laurent Gounelle 
brings back his favourite topic in his new book: the 
quest of well-being. 

◊ A heroin rooted in her time and society who 
proves that self-fulfilment is not a quest only 
reserved to philosophers or religious people. 

◊ Laurent Gounelle is the 7th bestselling French 
author; his books were sold at 2,500,000 copies in 
2015 in France. 

After the bestseller LE JOUR OÙ J’AI APPRIS À VIVRE, 
Laurent Gounelle offers a new novel in which the reader 
discovers the world of spirituality and the teachings of 
the major religions through the character of Alice, a 
pragmatist who is about to plunge headfirst into the 
meaning of self-fulfilment. 

Alice, 35, crisis manager, commits to help her childhood 
friend, Jérémie, a priest, in bringing the faithful back to the 
local church that has long been deserted. To her 
amazement, she discovers the unsuspected wealth and 
inner richness human beings can possess if only they allow 
themselves to be open to finding them.  She tries to 
understand the evangiles’ message by looking into what 
religions such as Taoism, Hinduism or even Astronomy 
have in common, thus transforming this marketing 
challenge into a quest of finding what the guiding principle 
of every religion is. Imperceptibly her own view of what 
makes a fulfilled life changes. 

« C’est le livre de la rentrée littéraire qu’on attendait : 
passionné de philosophie et de psychologie, Laurent Gounelle 
revient avec un roman initiatique. Une lecture surprenante et 
percutante qui ne manquera pas de réveiller nos consciences. » 
Fémininbio 
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ULOs	(UNIDENTIFIABLE	
LITERARY	OBJECTS)	
 

Serge Filippini 
J’AIMERAI ANDRÉ BRETON 

(I Will Love André Breton) 
Phébus, August 2018, 160 pages 

 

◊ Serge Filippini offers us that other tale. One that 
starts with André Breton and ends with a mystical 
revelation.  

◊ How mad, crazy love can also be interpreted as a 
form of domination of the male writer over his 
muse. 

What if Nadja had written André Breton’s novel?  The 
story of a man she chose as her savior, but who didn’t 
save her.  

On a copy of Nadja, Chance meticulously traces the words 
“I will love” above the author’s name. She does it so 
carefully that it looks as though “I will love André Breton” 
was part of the cover design. 

André Breton is nearing the end of his life. With Chance, 
he could repeat his pattern one last time: meet a woman, 
become obsessed with her, produce a book. 

Chance goes to his home. They have sex. But a few days 
later, the poet dies and the young woman finds herself 
alone. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Serge Filippini has written more than a 
dozen novels, including L’HOMME INCENDIÉ (The Man in Flames), 
about Giordano Bruno and translated into five languages, and 
RIMBALDO, about Arthur Rimbaud’s time in Abyssinia. 

« Serge Filippini est un spécialiste des romans qui puisent 
leurs intrigues dans notre histoire littéraire. J’aimerai André 
Breton s’inscrit dans le droit fil de cette inspiration. […] Tout 
cela est nébuleux, échevelé à plaisir, jouant avec les grands 
thèmes du surréalisme, l’inconscient, les rêves, l’astrologie, le 
hasard, l’amour fou, mêlant époques et personnages. » Livres 
Hebdo 

« Serge Filippini déploie son savoir-faire dans des scènes 
d’une grande densité. L’écriture est agile. Le lecteur tourne les 
pages avec avidité. » L’Est Républicain 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fanny Chiarello 
LA VIE EFFAÇANT TOUTES CHOSES 

(Life Erasing Everything) 
Éditions de l’Olivier, March 2018, 240 pages  

 
◊ Fanny Chiarello’s gentle style, which subtly 

underpins a very thoughtful and intelligent text.   

◊ A book that pays tribute women from all 
backgrounds who are at once perfectly ordinary 
and absolutely unique.  

◊ Strong, independent female characters who 
struggle every day to preserve their hard-won 
freedom  

In the way of Robert Altman (Three women), Fanny 
Chiarello examines strong women portraits with fantasy. 
The story of nine women trying to escape to asphyxia 
and to their gender cliches.  

Rose is old. Her last pleasure? An annual visit to her sister, 
a long drive that she makes by car. The tragedy arises at a 
junction when an accident is caused that will take his life. 
Janice, an illustrator whose projects are barely advancing, 
worries everyday about Rita, a homeless woman she wants 
to help. This decision will finally lead to Rita’s 
imprisonment. Millie lives a too well-ordered life. She 
decides to consult a psychiatrist at the hospital, where 
she’ll find Rita and the young man in a coma as a result of 
Rose’s accident. Rose, Janice and Millie are three women 
who stage the subtle and remorseless short stories in this 
collection: they are vulnerable, aspiring some kind of 
absolute.  

Fanny Chiarello is, undoubtedly, a singular voice of the 
French literary scene: with her art of surprise, with an 
image, a game of echoes, music. This new book is criss-
crossed by a veritable soundtrack, from Led Zeppelin to 
Meredith Monk, by way of Poulenc. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Fanny Chiarello was born in 1974. 
She is the author of several novels and collections of poetry. She 
has published three novels at Editions de l’Olivier : L’ÉTERNITÉ 
N’EST PAS SI LONGUE (2010), UNE FAIBLESSE DE 
CARLOTTA DELMONT (2013) and DANS SON PROPRE rôle 
(2015), which won the Orange book Prize. She is undoubtedly 
one of the most singular voices of the young French novel. 
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David Thomas 
LE POIDS DU MONDE EST AMOUR 

(The Weight Of The World Is Love) 
Anne Carrière, April 2018, 224 pages 

  

◊ Totally addictive short stories.   

◊ Readers can’t help feeling a guilty pleasure at 
witnessing these ordinary people’s love lives. 
Seeing the humor in their private lives helps us 
lighten up about life in general.   

◊ The stories are trenchant and ironic, and the 
punchlines never fail to deliver!    

A compilation of exceptional yet essentially ordinary 
moments that’s stunningly hard to put down!  

This anthology collects microfictions about a changing and 
elusive theme which concerns us all : love. Page by page, 
we explore the various ways of love as a journey, from 
single life to that peculiar state one experiences when love 
vanishes, to desire, the thrill of an encounter, the idyllic 
beginnings, the difficulties of everyday life, the birth of 
children, the crises, the doubts, the break-up… This 
intimate cartography lists our obsessions through 100 
snapshots, either of women or men, people of all ages, 100 
voices in succession to tell us about love. And, sometimes, 
to live it. 

With his characteristic talent, David Thomas seizes what 
brings us closer to one another. He guides us to meet men 
and women who offer us impressions, feelings or 
resentment about their love life. Some are funny, others 
are grave, moving, or unconventional, and each voice 
reaches an echo in the reader. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: David Thomas was distinguished as 
soon as his first novel LA PATIENCE DES BUFFLES SOUS LA 
PLUIE was published in 2009 by Éditions Bernard Pascuito. He 
was awarded the Prix de la Découverte de la Fondation Prince 
Pierre de Monaco. He then published several anthologies of 
microfictions : JE N’AI PAS FINI DE REGARDER LE MONDE 
(Albin Michel, 2012), ON NE VA PAS SE RACONTER 
D’HISTOIRES (Stock, 2014), as well as two novels : UN SILENCE 
DE CLAIRIÈRE (Albin Michel, 2011) and HORTENSIAS (Stock, 
2015). 

“A hundred short texts, funny or cruel, to reinterpret love in 
its many vari- ations.” Le Figaro Littéraire � 

“The whirl of love captured in a hundred scenes, in turn 
funny, mean, tender or caustic, and always incredibly 
pertinent.” ELLE 

 

 
 
 

Nicolas Rey 
DOS AU MUR  
(Back to the Wall) 

Au Diable Vauvert, March 2018, 272 pages 

 

◊ Nicolas Rey entertainingly tricks readers in a 
novel that combines reality and fiction, true 
confessions and pure invention, and manages to 
draw us willingly into his game 

◊ A mordant and mischievous style, filled with both 
droll humor and irony, as well as poignant 
declarations that reveal the author’s tremendous 
sensibility. 

◊ Love, of all kinds – filial, passionate and fraternal – 
is a key theme. 

◊ The portrait of a disillusioned author who shows 
both the most exciting and the most dubious 
facets of the French literary and cultural scene.  

Nicolas Rey has committed plagiarism. He is ruined. He 
is sick, and the doctors are hardly optimistic.  

This time, back to the wall, he decides to tell all to free 
himself from his crimes. And not to lie anymore. Because 
he has been lying. For a long time, to everyone. So, here at 
last is his great catharsis, his confession, here is his grand 
redeeming novel on lies. 

If a novel is a true lie, Nicolas Rey writes a hilarious fiction 
of reality, in which the truth becomes make-believe. From 
his life to his relations with his publishers, we also read 
behind-the-scenes and on the conditions of a 21st century 
author.  An author flying high! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Nicolas Rey has published six novels 
with au Diable Vauvert: and won the Prix de Flore 2000, and a 
screenplay The Woman of Rio, César for short film 2015. Long-
time contributor on the radio France Inter, he created the duo 
The Missing Boys with Mathieu Saïkaly, performing since 2015 at 
the Maison de la Poetry in Paris and throughout France in 2018 
with a new show. 
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Thomas Gunzig 
MANUEL DE SURVIE À L’USAGE DES 

INCAPABLES 
(A Survivor’s Guide for Incompetent Users) 
Au diable vauvert, August 2013, 420 pages   

 

◊ 12,000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold: Zhongyue (China). 

◊ The centre Wallonie-Bruxelles in Belgium is ready 
to finance the translations costs of the author's 
work.  

◊ Short chapters written like cinema scenes. 

◊ Thomas Gunzig is one of the most talented 
contemporary French writer. Under weird and 
absurd titles, he gives us to read a great portrait 
gallery: human and animals are trapped by hard 
reality of a life they try unsuccessfully to make 
milder. Not to mention the fate’s ambush… 

How to survive the modern world ? A critique and 
demonstration of today’s cynicism...  In Thomas Gunzig’s 
third novel, absurd humor is at its best. 

An unhappy employee, a vegetable salesman in a 
supermarket, a compassionate whale hunter, and four 
brothers and reckless young wolves eager to find 
themselves a place in the sun: how do they all come to be 
accidentally connected through an illegal attack and an 
abusive dismissal? We will follow their burlesque and dark 
adventures through the unfathomable curves of fate, and 
the characters’ various ways to deal with the ruthless rules 
of today’s cynicism. 

This whirlwind of a novel is riddled with magnificent 
visions, humor and poetry: “sadness could settle down 
forever inside a life, like a tight screw with rust on top of 
it”; “he felt that life was an ordeal, as pleasant as a throat 
infection.” �Unforgettable parts, such as the genesis of the 
world as a supermarket, constant references to counter-
cultural cinema, a talent for the twist inherited from the 
best popular series, a delightful precision, a memorable 
sense of narration and style. With all these qualities, this 
book is a genuine success. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Thomas Gunzig was born in 
Brussels in 1970. He is the author of several collections of short-
stories acclaimed by the critic. MORT D’UN PARFAIT BILINGUE, 
his first novel, won the famous 2001 Prix Rossel in Belgium and 
LE PLUS PETIT ZOO DU MONDE (Rights sold to: Zhongyue, 
China and Ergo, Bulgaria), the 2003 Prix des Editeurs. His second 
novel, KURU, was finalist in the Prix de Flore in 2005. His latest 
novel, LA VIE SAUVAGE, 2017 sold up to 10.000 copies and is 
about to be translated by Zhongyue (China) 
 
 

Thomas Gunzig 
LA VIE SAUVAGE 

(Wild Life) 
Au Diable Vauvert, August 2017, 336 pages 

  
◊ 12.000 copies sold. 

◊ Award winner of Filigrane Prize. 

◊ Gunzig is an author we particularly like for his 
original style and dark humour. 

◊ A splendid love story, classic and funny, lyrical and 
cruel, dark and optimistic. 

◊ Like I Spit on Your Graves (Boris Vian) in a gloomy 
suburb. 

A survivor of a plane crash as a baby, Charles grew up 
in the African jungle. Found by chance on his sixteenth 
birthday and restored to his family, he discovers the 
misery of civilisation in a little northern European town.  

With grim determination, he does all in his power to go 
back to where he came from where the love of his life 
awaits him. 

Gunzig revisits and rejuvenates the theme of the savage 
man sent back to civilisation. But the world has changed a 
lot since Tarzan. A beautiful novel, classic and sardonic, 
dark and funny, light and serious. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1970 in Brussels, he is the 
most awarded Belgian writer of his generation. A remarkable 
short story writer, winner of the Prix des Éditeurs for Le Plus 
Petit Zoo du monde, of the Prix Victor Rossel for his first novel 
Mort d’un parfait bilingue but also the price of the RTBF and the 
SCAM, the Special Jury Price, the Royal Belgian French Language 
and Literature Academy Prize and finally of the very sought-after 
and prestigious Prix Triennal du Roman for his last novel Manuel 
de survie à l’usage des incapables. 
He is a star in Belgium and his many writings for the stage as well 
as his radio chronicles are very successful. He exhibited his 
pictures of Brussels, Derniers rêves. Scriptwriter, he wrote the 
The Brand Testament which sold two million tickets worldwide, 
rewarded by the Magritte of best scenario and nominated for the 
Césars and Golden Globes. 
 

« Une radioscopie de notre monde occidental aussi féroce 
que jubilatoire. » L’Echo 

« Un mix entre Mowgli & Pasolini » France Inter 

« Le mythe de l'enfant sauvage à l'heure du numérique. » 
Paris Match 
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LITERARY	FICTION	
 

Odile D’Outremont 
LES DÉRAISONS ! 

(The Invisible Mr Bergen) 
L’Observatoire, January 2018, 224 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Salani). 

◊ Awarded the Prix de la Closerie des Lilas.  

◊ The character of Louise, a fancyful and endearing 
women who adds poetry to all moments of the 
everday life.  

◊ The poetic and funny writing of the author which 
corresponds to the ambience of the novel.  

◊ The beautiful energy of the characters who don’t 
want to slip into tragic situations and face it with 
ingenuity and laughs.  

�When Adrien Simon Frédéric Mehdi Bergen, a 
conscientious delivery man picks up his map of the town, 
his faithful attaché-case and assumes his most serious 
expression to start the work of the day, little does he think 
he is about to meet Louise Olinger. Soon, hurricane Louise 
brings excitement and happiness into Adrien’s humdrum 
life.  

But one day, the perfect baroque picture is shattered: 
Louise’s body is invaded by perfidious metastases, while his 
firm’s downsizing measures condemn Adrien to the 
dungeons of his firm, at the end of a long corridor 
surrounded by archive cupboards, far from any semblance 
of human activity. 

When he takes a day off to go with Louise for her first 
chemo therapy, Adrien realizes that no one even notices 
his absence. So, he decides to never go back again in the 
firm that has forgotten him and devote his time to his 
bedridden muse, inventing a thousand gambits to outsmart 
the sudden fits of melancholy that are always just around 
the corner, and death. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Odile d’Oultremont is a scenarist 
who lives in Brussels. LES DERAISONS is her first novel. 

« Un bonheur de lecture. » Le Figaro littéraire � 

« La révélation onirique ! [...] Son premier roman prouve qu’elle 
peut briller seule. Une écrivaine qui a la (belle) vie devant elle. » 
Elle � 

« Un premier roman élégant d’Odile d’Oultremont sur la 
désobéissance et la place démesurée du travail dans nos vies. » 
L’Humanité 

 

 
 

Emmanuelle Richard 
DÉSINTÉGRATION 

(Disintegration) 
L’Olivier, August 2018, 200 pages 

 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac. 

◊ Selection France Inter - le JDD. 

◊ Reminiscent of Virginie Despentes first novel 
Baise-moi as the main themes are the male-female 
relationships, money, power between different 
social classes. 

◊ The story is based on autobiographic experience 
and questions the place one can find in society 

◊ A true literary shock with a raw and harsh writing 
style that comes in strong contrast with the 
sincerity and fragility of the subject. 

Coming from a modest family, a young woman decides 
to go to Paris to turn over a new leaf and take control 
of her life.  

She settles in a flat share with some boys who are 
navigating the world of cinema. Shared between the desire 
to belong and the disgust inspired by these young people 
for whom money is not a problem, she strives, despite it all 
to find her place amongst them. But as humiliations 
accumulate, she is dragged into an implacable machine: her 
desire to integrate transforms bit by bit into a dull anger, 
which threatens to burst at any moment. In pure hatred.  

Then, the success of her debut novel propels her to the 
other side of the looking glass. Invited by a filmmaker, she 
has her first glimpse of the world from which she has 
always felt excluded. Between them, they settle, into a 
game of seduction, attraction and repulsion, throughout 
which, over dinner, she attempts to analyse all the 
subtleties. 

Disintegration is a lucid novel, without the least 
complacency; the springs of social domination exposed to 
raw light by the scathing writing of Emmanuelle Richard. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Emmanuelle Richard has published 
two highly acclaimed novels at Éditions de l’Olivier: Lightness in 
2014 and For the Flesh in 2016, which won her the Anaïs Nin 
Prize. 
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Cécile Coulon 
TROIS SAISONS D’ORAGE  

(Stone Nests) 
Viviane Hamy, January 2017, 269 pages 

 

◊ Awarded the Prix des Libraires 2017 

◊ A powerful family saga, written by one of France’s 
rising literary voices. 

◊ A novel reminiscent of Antiquity tragedy where 
fate punishes childen for their parents’ mistakes 

◊ A strong text that shows the beauty of the 
countryside and landscapes. 

At the foot of the million-year-old cliffs nests a remote 
village, made up of farmers and workers making a living 
from quarrying stone. 

It is here that during World War II, Andre, a doctor, visits 
once a week to treat the workers and their families. He 
slowly learns to love this desolate place and becomes 
attached to the inhabitants, until one day he settles here to 
continue his work. He buys a superb property on the 
outskirts of the town, where he had been called to years 
before to try to save a newborn, without success. Andre 
belatedly learns about the existence of his son Benedict 
who he decides to take under his wing. Once he 
completes his studies, Benedict marries Agnes, a sublime 
creature from the town. He takes on the work at the 
doctor’s surgery and has his own family. The arrival of their 
first daughter, Bérengère, and her first love, seems to 
challenge the fragile harmony that had been created. Will 
the million-year-old cliffs, and their wild sovereignty, 
reclaim their rights? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cécile Coulon was born in 1990. 
She is studying and working on a Phd on Sport and Literature. 
She has already published five novels at Viviane Hamy and is 
considered as one of the raising talent of contemporary French 
fiction. 

 « Il y a quelque chose de l’Amérique et de ses auteurs de grand 
air dans la plume impétueuse de la jeune femme [...] Cécile 
Coulon signe un roman ébouriffant. » Les Inrockuptibles 

« Portée par une langue incandescente, du rythme, cette tragédie 
est une réflexion sur l’impuissance de l’homme, jouet de la 
nature. » Version Fémina 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Victor Pouchet 
POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT 

(Why Birds Die) 
Finitude, September 2017, 192 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available. 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Berlin Verlag), Czech 
Republic (Paseka), China (Haitian), Poland 
(Czarna Owca). 

◊ 10,000 copies sold. 

◊ A surprising and exhilarating debut novel at 
crossroads between personal family stories and 
natural history. 

◊ A sensitive writing introducing a young man in 
search of identity intertwined with encyclopedic 
knowledge and amusing real anecdotes about 
birds and science. 

◊ A coming-of-age story with many scientific and 
intimate digressions. 

In Victor Pouchet’s clever debut novel, the narrator 
embarks on a seemingly river-trip in Normandy and on 
a quest to himself.  

One day, in Normandy, birds mysteriously fell out of the 
sky. Clearly nobody cares about the fact that it was raining 
birds. The local newspapers barely mentioned it. Only a 
young Parisian who is trying to avoid working on his thesis 
finds himself fascinated by this strange phenomenon that 
took place in the village where he grew up. He searches, 
investigates and finds several leads, each one more 
unexpected and unlikely than the last. He embarks a cruise 
down the Seine, falls in love, meets both friendly and 
unfriendly faces, dreams up a family ancestor, and tries to 
put both his notes and his life in order. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Victor Pouchet was born in Paris in 
1985. He holds an advanced degree in Modern Literature and 
teaches advanced placement classes. He is also occasionally a 
critic for the Magazine Littéraire as well as working for the Maison 
de la Poésie. POURQUOI LES OISEAUX MEURENT is his first 
novel. 

“A delightful French literary debut, with a poetic and melancholic 
atmosphere as well as obvious cinematic references such as 
Hitchcock's Birds. Not to be missed!” Koukla MacLehose 

« Une flânerie brillante, hilarante et incongrue. » Lire 
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Gaëlle Josse 
UNE LONGUE IMPATIENCE 

�(A Long Impatience) 
Noir sur Blanc, January 2018, 192 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Solferino Edizioni). 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix de la Closerie des Lilas 
2018. 

◊ With her flawless and insightful writing, Gaëlle 
Josse leads us once again through the meandering 
paths of love.  

◊ The mother character, Anne, represents all these 
mothers who proudly and firecly keep up, no 
matter what. 

◊ The author continues her exploration of the 
human heart, achieving flashes of overwhelming 
emotion, showing the strengthe of motherhood an 
unconditional love. 

It’s the story of a son who leaves and a mother who 
waits. This maternal love is infinite, on the verge of 
madness.  

It’s the story of waiting a long time for him to come back, 
for him to share something with her; of her dreaming of an 
extravagant party. It’s the story of a couple that both hurts 
each other and loves each other. It’s a story set in Brittany, 
between World War II and the 60s, but it could have been 
somewhere else, anywhere where women wait for men 
who have left, where mothers worry.” A woman, Anne 
Guivarch, loses her husband, a fisherman, at sea. She gets 
remarried, to Etienne, the village pharmacist. Louis, her son 
from her first marriage rapidly feels out of place in this new 
family, and he eventually goes to sea as well without any 
kind of explanation. And so begins, for the narrator, a long 
period of waiting, a period that she will try, as best as she 
can, to fill by daydreaming about the huge banquet she’ll 
prepare to celebrate her beloved son’s return.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: With degrees in law, journalism and 
clinical psychology, Gaëlle Josse works in Paris and lives nearby. 
Starting out as a poet, Josse then had three novels published by 
Editions Autrement. Then, Notabilia published LE DERNIER 
GARDIEN D’ELLIS ISLAND which had a tremendous success in 
2014, won a number of literary prizes, including the European 
Union Prize for Literature and was translated into ten countries. 
In 2016 Notabilia released The Shadow of our Nights. 

« Un roman pudique et bouleversant. La mer, l’amour et la 
séparation y jouent une partition d’une insondable mélancolie. » � 
La Croix 

 
 
 

 

Gaëlle Josse 
LE DERNIER GARDIEN D’ELLIS ISLAND  

(The Last Watchman of Ellis Island) 
Notabilia, September 2014, 176 pages 

 
◊ English sample available. 

◊ Rights sold: Italy (Gremese Editore), The 
Netherlands (Uitgeverij de Geus), Spain (El Atico 
de los Libros), Serbia (Heliks) Bulgaria (Colibri) 
Hungary (Kossuths Kiado) Albania (Botime Pegi), 
Croatia (Fraktura), Macedonia (Antolog) Romania 
(Casa Cartii de Stiinta). 

◊ Awarded the 2015 EU Prize for Literature (this 
means that you may apply for the EACEA 
translation grant!). 

◊ What have we given, received, betrayed? What do 
we regret, what dazzles our memory? What is our 
existence made of? What our hands hold on to... 
A novelistic mindset and a concise pen. 

New York, 3 November 1954. In five days, the 
immigration station on Ellis Island, which all immigrants 
from Europe since 1892 have had to pass through, will 
close its doors. Alone in this huge deserted space, John 
Mitchell, an officer of the Bureau of Immigration, is both 
a watchman and a prisoner of this tiny island in the 
Hudson River facing Manhattan. A few days before he 
has to leave, Mitchell feels the need to free himself from 
the memory of several events in his life at Ellis, so he 
starts a diary. Until... 

Two women, two boats, two stories that have left their 
mark on his life: Liz, his beloved wife, and Nella, the 
Sardinian immigrant with a strange past. Other ghosts 
emerge from that time of memory and soul-searching: 
Lazzarini, the Italian anarchist; Kovacs, the Hungarian writer, 
a communist dissident fleeing the regime in Budapest with 
his wife; Brian, the friend from his Brooklyn childhood, and 
many others. 

Remorse, transgression, duty, loss, loneliness, exile... as well 
as emotion, love and sincerity: John Mitchell looks back 
over the course of his life and an era of North American 
history. 
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ITALIAN	WRITERS	
 

Ornela Vorpsi 
IL PAESE DOVE NON SI MUORE MAI 

(The Country Where Nobody Dies) 
Minimum Fax, June 2018, 116 pages 

 
◊ A beautiful novel, strong and delicate at the same 

time.  

◊ A description of the dictatorship in a very private 
and original way.  

◊ A story of women, family, dreams and violence.  

Vorpsi’s debut novel published in 2005. It’s one of the 
leading books of a new generation of migrant writers 
and marks the arrival of a new, unique, sensual and 
shocking accent in our land. 

In The Country Where Nobody Dies, where bodies are 
strong like lead, women disappear after illegal abortions or 
desperate love stories; where men instead, go in prison 
because they dare say that you can’t find potatoes at the 
market anymore. But in a fiercely male-dominated world, 
young ladies grow sturdy and indestructible, between the 
“Mother-Party” and virginity cult, surrounded by mothers, 
grandmothers, aunts, professors that are both very strict 
and loving, guardians of a rigid domestic matriarchy.  

We are in Albania, country of dust and mud, at the time of 
dictatorship, but Ornella Vorpsi’s landscape is a literary 
territory par excellence: metaphoric, universal, a tragic 
compendium of women and human condition throughout 
the world.  

Ornela Vorpsi’s language is like a scalpel, an Italian language 
adopted like a hope, she narrates the sentimental 
antieducation of all women in the middle of violence and 
loneliness, their stories of “whorery” and shame, proverbs 
and basement kitchens.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Ornela Vorpsi (1968, Tirana), is an 
Albanian writer and photographer. Vorpsi studied at the 
Academy of Fine Arts of Brera in Milan, and has been living and 
working in Paris since 1997. In 2012 she was named one of the 
35 best writers of Europe in Best European Fiction by Aleksander 
Hemon and Zadie Smith. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Marco Peano  
L'INVENZIONE DELLA MADRE  

(The Invention Of The Mother) 
Minimum Fax, January 2015, 256 pages 

 

◊ English and French samples available. 

◊ Rights sold in: France (Phébus). 

◊ 12.000 copies sold. 

◊ Winner of Premio Volponi Opera Prima !. 

◊ Awarded the prestigious Book of the Year 2015, 
given by the listeners of the radio show Fahrenheit 
(Rai – Radio 3), one of the most important and 
prestigious Italian literary prices 

◊ Without withdrawing in front of the brutality of 
the illness, the novel shows the miraculous 
capacity of literature to give shape (and sense) to 
what seems to be meaningless.  

There is one test in life that everyone has to face: saying 
goodbye to the persons we love.  

Mattia is an everyday man. He lives in a small town, he 
works in a video store, he’s got a girlfriend, and he will 
maybe find one day the necessary power to realize his 
projects. His existence seems to be normal, until his 
mother gets a cancer. From that moment his life overturns 
like in a daily horror movie where even the most 
apparently common events become obstacles that have to 
be heroically overcome. But in this journey, in which 
everything seems to be scandalously out of place (and 
revelatory at the same time), the relationship between 
Mattia and his mother is the deepest emotional dimension, 
a place of the soul where things, in the very same moment 
in which abandon us, finally reveal their true meaning.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Marco Peano was born in Turin in 
1979. He is editor of Italian literature for Einaudi. This is his first 
novel.  
 

“We are beyond any rational bond, that is where literature 
should venture”  Giorgio Vasta, Il Manifesto  

 “An attempt of pacification with nature and life, all through one 
death” La Repubblica  
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Paolo Cognetti 
SOFIA SI VESTE SEMPRE DI NERO 

(Sofia Always Wears Black) 
Minimum Fax, October 2012, 200 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold: France (Liana Levi), Netherlands 

(Uitgeverij De Bezige), Denmark (Forlaget 
Palomar), Slovakia (Inaque), Germany (DVA), 
Croatia (Fraktura). 

◊ Compellingly readable and emotionally charged, 
this brilliant novel was shortlisted for the most 
important Italian literary prize, the Strega Prize  

◊ Paolo Cognetti is consacrated as one of the best 
voices in contemporary Italian literature. 

◊ Thanks to the recent success of Le otto montagne, 
the interest and the attention of Italian and 
foreign readers and publishers on Paolo’s works 
has reached very high levels. 

An intriguing and moving story about the growing of a 
complex, restless woman. 

From her childhood in a seemingly peaceful middle-class 
family during the’80s to her troubled adolescence in the 
’90s, to her liberating discovery of sex and her passion for 
theatre, to the moment when, in New York at the 
beginning of a new century, she must take stock of her life 
so far. The complicated relation with her parents, her 
funny and intense cohabitation with her roommates when 
she finally decides to leave her parents and go to Rome to 
study and become an actress, her love story and her final 
wish fulfillment about being an actress. Her life is narrated 
form different points of view, that are voices of the other 
characters that move around this charming woman, Sofia, 
with an unexpected and surprising ending.   

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Paolo Cognetti (Milan, 1978) is the 
author of acclaimed short-story collections and novels. His love 
for cinema and for New York led him to realize the TV series 
“Writing / New York” (eight documentaries on eight great 
authors, two guides on New York and the anthology of short 
stories New York Stories. In 2014 minimum fax published his 
literary and sentimental education, his meditations on the art of 
short-story writing, with Fishing in the Deepest Pools. Rights for 
his last novel, Le otto montagne (Einaudi, 2016), winner of 2017 
Strega Prize, have been sold to 39 countries.  
 

“A beautiful novel. A restless and unforgettable female 
character.” La Repubblica 

 “Sofia is a little nasty Bovary, black like her dresses, a young 
Karenina who betrays only herself.”  Il Giornale 

 
 
 
 

Paolo Cognetti 
MANUALE PER RAGAZZE DI SUCCESSO 

(A Handbook For Successful Girls) 
Minimum Fax, October 2004, 115 pages 

 
◊ Rights slold in: Slovakia (Inaque). 

◊ Over 10.000 copies sold. 

◊ Awarded the Premio Settembrini and the Premio 
Renato Fucini Prizes. 

◊ Was shortlisted for the Premio Chiara Prize. 

Seven stories, seven portraits of women.  

Girls fighting for love, for motherhood, for work; women 
who travel, build their careers or inherit fortunes; women 
who lose their jobs, who are betrayed and abandoned, and 
try to deal with failure; women who start over, rebel, sail 
without a compass through the storms of daily life. By their 
sides are weak and disoriented men, only capable of 
getting by, lacking courage and irony and also often lacking 
the solitude that surrounds their girlfriends. With a dry and 
sharp style, and a captivating plot skillfully mixing 
bittersweet romance and coming-of-age tales against the 
frantic, often surreal backdrop of post-industrial Northern 
Italy, Cognetti builds the chapters of an imaginary 
“handbook for successful girls”, seven ways of finding or 
losing happiness in today’s world, seven stories that speak 
out with a voice that is impossible to forget.  

“A lovely surprise [...] Minimalist technique mastered with poised 
elegance.” Il sole 24 ore 

 “Paolo Cognetti is a true writer, he knows what he wants and 
what he’s doing.” Goffredo Fofi, Internazionale 
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Orso Tosco 
ASPETTANTO I NAUFRAGHI 

(Waiting for The Castaways) 
Minimum Fax, May 2018, 210 pages 

 

◊ A novel of great intensity, in which love, friendship 
and death are narrated with a lyrical language, far 
from any mannerism. 

With a powerful style and through continuous incursions 
in fantasy, Orso Tosco is able to give us a realistic 
representation of the secret reasons that impel us to 
live, until the last breath. And, maybe, even beyond it. 

Massimo is the only one among the guests of a party, that 
ends with a collective suicide, who will not pull the trigger. 
But the end is near, for everyone. 

The war is looming, the Castaways are arriving. In few 
months what seemed to be just a small group of crazy 
people has grown so relentlessly to overturn the glo- bal 
order. The only trait they share is the abandon of any 
verbal communication. The Castaways express themselves 
through their violent, destructive and definitive actions. 
One place is good as any other where to be killed or to kill 
themselves, and Massimo knows it. But he decides at the 
last moment to spend the little time he has left with Piero, 
his father, confined at the Saint Judas Hospice, a 
sanatorium built deep in a valley. Massimo has never got 
over his father illness but now, feeling equally doomed, he 
needs his presence. A similar change of perspective will 
allow all the inhabitants of the Hospice to withstand the 
weight of desperation: Doctor Malandra, a shy morphine 
addict surgeon; Guido, a nurse, an alcoholic and a hooligan; 
Olga, a nun who is fighting against happiness and her past. 
Everyone understands the last possible truth: that hope is 
possible without hope. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Orso Tosco, (1982) �is a writer and 
a screen player. He published short stories in Watt and other 
reviews. Waiting for The Castaways is his first novel. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Alessio Torino 
TINA 
(Tina) 

Minimum Fax, June 2016, 140 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to: Hoffman und Campe (Germany). 

Tina, a preadolescent girl that everyone mistakes for a boy, 
gets to Pantelleria with her mother and her sister Bea. It 
seems to be a normal summer holyday, but this is not the 
case. Some months before, Tina’s father left his wife to 
chase a lover much younger then him. Tina and Bea see 
changing moods on their mother face: sadness, optimism, 
desperation. 

But at their age even the tragedy of the end of familiar 
unity can take the shape of an adventure. A further 
difficulty is the presence of strange figures on the island: a 
French world-class swimmer by whom Tina is fascinated, 
her boyfriend who strikes at Bea’s heart, a desperate man 
who attracts her mother more than he should. Summer 
goes on but before it ends the impact with sufferance 
given by the change, even though put off, will be felt. 

Torino creates a perfect narrative frame for one of the 
most classical passages: the excruciating moment in which 
we grow to adulthood and we realize that we irreparably 
lost something. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1975, Alessio Torino 
teaches literature. After publishing short stories in the magazine 
Nuovi Argomenti, he debuted in fiction in 2010 with the novel 
Undici tenths winning the Bagutta Prize in the Opera prima 
section (together with Daria Colombo) and the Monteino 
Frontino Award (ex aequo with Marcello Fois). He later 
published the novels Tetano in 2011 (awarded the Lo Straniero 
Prize 2012) and Urbino, Nebraska in 2013 (Metauro Literary Prize 
and Subiaco Prize Città del Libro). His latest work is Tina released 
in 2016. 

 “The adults theatrics and the watchful eyes of a young girl. 
Thanks to small narrative touches, without comments or asides, the 
reader finds himself in a world of which, action by action, he 
discovers with Tina the plots and the unspoken.” Internazionale 

“Alessio Torino, the writer who finds � in provincialism and 
microcosms the best frame for his stories of essential architecture. 
A master at transforming routine in adventure.” Corriere della 
Sera  
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CONTEMPORARY	UP-MARKET	
 

Philippe Annocque 
SEULE LA NUIT TOMBE DANS SES BRAS 

(Only Night Falls Into Her Arms) 
Quidam, August 2018, 152 pages  

 
◊ A novel about sexual and love affairs on Facebook 

in which the crudity of eroticism is proportional to 
the physical distance separating the characters. 

◊ A novel which deals with the reality of feelings — 
or the reality of their absence. 

◊ A novel which questions the power of words. 

Love is a virus, let’s keep our distance! 

Having sex on a screen, is it betraying ? could write 
Herbert since he is a writer. For Herbert does not sleep 
with Coline, who does not sleep with Herbert. Facebook is 
the parallel universe where the adventure of their virtual 
doubles occurs, looking like a sex story or a love story, 
how to know in a world where apparently nothing is 
serious. Unless words themselves can give shape to their 
imaginary embrace...  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Philippe Annocque was born in 
1963. Not sure of being one, dubious about the mention “By the 
same author”, he writes books which are similar to him without 
being alike between them: disparate and convergent, born from 
the question of identity.  

“Un étrange roman connecté, un roman d’amour 
impossible, très sensuel et très sexuel… Un roman, qui 
comme l’histoire de Coline et Herbert est un éternel 
recommencement porté par le regard d’un lecteur nouveau.” 
La Cause Littéraire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Lucile Paul-Chevance 
L’ENFANT DE LA SOURCE 

(Nassim’s Journey) 
Kero, March 2018, 272 pages 

 

◊ French pocket rights sold to Le Livre de Poche. 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix Maison de la Presse. 

◊ A luminous book that will leave readers feeling at 
peace with their lives.  

◊ Closing the book, readers will realize that, like the 
boy, they have learned a lot and emerged stronger 
that they were before. 

Over the course of this coming-of-age tale, readers will 
follow a little boy through the desert, share his 
wondrously meaningful encounters and take in the 
teachings that are dispensed to him.  

Nassim is a somewhat unique little boy. Intelligent and 
sensitive, he discovers on his fifth birthday that at times he 
can hear a voice: this voice, which he names Source, is an 
inner force that advises and helps him. He lives a happy 
and pampered life with his parents and sister, Naia, until 
one day, his father Ousmane, whose dream is for his son 
to take over the family business, entrusts his education to a 
tutor, and places him in the hands of Faisal, his insidious 
foreman. Caught between the tutor’s violence and the 
perverse maneuvers of Faisal, Nassim decides to run away. 
He flees to the desert and meets a walker, Malek, who 
takes him under his wing and introduces him to inner 
discovery and self-control. Throughout his journey, Nassim 
meets a variety of spiritual masters who teach him the 
power of meditation, the ability to listen to his emotions 
and visualize happiness… and from each of those he meets 
along the way, from one discovery to the next, Nassim 
receives the greatest of life lessons. 

As inspiring as Paulo Coelho's Alchemist, as charming as 
Raphaelle Giordano's books, Nassim's Journey is a 
mindchanging tale of self-discovery, a timeless fable, in 
which the reader embarks on a mindful adventure 
alongside a curious and sensitive boy.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Lucile Paul-Chevance is a coach 
and instructor. In India, for over ten years, she improved 
her knowledge of the body and energy systems from 
Ayurvedic physicians, yogis and martial arts masters. She 
works in vocational training; helps athletes, business leaders 
and artists cope with their activities, manage, create and 
develop their professional projects. 
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Frédérique Le Romancer 
3bis, RUE RIQUET 

(3a Riquet Street) 
Denoël, April 2018, 288 pages  

 

◊ A rogue’s gallery of characters who have nothing 
in common, including a prostitute, who will turn 
out to be the key to everyone’s getting to know 
each other, in an incongruous way  

◊ A lighthearted novel that decrypts male/female 
relations in our society, particularly through 
dating sites, in a fairly detached way 

◊ A tale with a moral: alone, you can go faster; 
together, you can go further.  

◊ From misunderstandings to confusing mix-ups, this 
novel makes us confront our own humanity in its 
rawest and most vulnerable form. 

◊ A deeply moving female character that is 
reminiscent of Madame Rosa in The Life Before Us 
by Romain Gary/Emile Ajar. 

◊ Beyond the satire, a reflection on solitude and 
isolation. 

In an old apartment building in Toulouse, the tenants 
spy on each other and cross paths as they stick their 
noses in their neighbors’ business... 

“I think about my to-do list, but mostly, I think about my 
osteoarthritis!” says Madeleine, an old prostitute with rusty 
joints and a failing memory, as she succinctly summarizes 
her art to Lucie, a young woman in her thirties in search of 
her soul mate. The two women live in the same apartment 
building in Toulouse, as does Cecile, a literary translator 
who suffers from such acute agoraphobia that she cannot 
set foot outside. When she isn’t observing the comings and 
goings in the entryway, she invents fake profiles on dating 
sites and chats with anyone who takes the bait. Finally, 
there’s Marc, the neighbor from the third floor, who is also 
single and has to tolerate his tactless and vulgar coworkers. 
All of these individuals cross paths without really seeing 
each other, until the day that Madeleine’s shaky health and 
dangerous fancies will force them to cross the hallway to 
lend a helping hand... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Frédérique Le Romancer is an 
author from Toulouse with Breton roots. She began writing 
piecework for various newspapers and magazines in 2001. She 
then went on to work on different writing projects, from fiction 
to short stories, subtitling adaptations, re-writing translations of 
Anglophone novels, and writing screenplay... In 2004, she 
received the “Encre de Garonne” Award. 

 

 
 

Cécile Portier 
DE TOUTE PIÈCE 

(From Scratch) 
Quidam, September 2018, 182 pages 

 

◊ The ex nihilo constitution of a curiosity cabinet. 

◊ The purpose is to produce luxury and to remain in 
ignorance of the sponsor. 

◊ An absolute reign over things that becomes 
unconditional servility to a faceless master. 

◊ At the head of an absurd supermarket, nothing 
remains but the subversion of sabotage. 

“It’s a slightly unhealthy, late-century delectation: the 
result of many misappropriations, of all the decadent 
concentrations of power and money. Do rich people like 
art or money?” 

A curator has carte blanche to create ex nihilo a curiosity 
cabinet. Almighty, he can freely acquire the most 
extravagant things. The challenge is to produce luxury. 

“I was given a budget. And a stamp. I was promised 
money, a lot of money. It must be the most beautiful. 
Nothing missing. In line with laws of the kind. And it must 
be done quickly. I should have refused. Of course. To obey 
laws of the kind and act fast is contradictory. But here we 
are : money has this virtue, to make up for all that may be 
lacking. Even time.” 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Cécile Portier was born in 1968. 
She works at the Ministry of Culture and in the meantime carries 
out a writing activity, where paper, digital and performance forms 
mix. Her first novel is CONTACT (Le Seuil, 2008). 
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Agnès Desarthe 
LA CHANCE DE LEUR VIE 

(The Chance of Their Lives) 
Éditions de l’Olivier, August 2018, 702 pages 

 

◊ Long-listed for the Grand prix du roman de 
l’Académie française. 

◊ Agnès Desarthe’s brilliantly scathingly ironic style 
expresses the flow of her characters’ thoughts, 
offering readers singular ways of seeing the world 
and of interpreting recent events like Trump’s 
election and the 2015 attacks in Paris, as well as 
art history, adultery and more. 

◊ Sylvie, a very independent woman who doesn’t let 
anyone dictate her view of her marriage, her son, 
or her own choices, is the the novel’s true 
heroine. 

When a French family moves abroad, everyone gets a 
chance to become someone else or to explore a new, 
previously unimaginable way of being.  

Hector, Sylvie and their son Lester are flying to the United 
States, where a new life awaits them. Hector is a university 
professor and before long, his charisma is wreaking havoc 
on the women in his orbit. Fragile, dreamy Sylvie 
nonetheless observes the effects of her husband’s Don 
Juanism lucidly. Lester, meanwhile, has turned into a sort of 
guru for a group of teenagers who, like him, have gone 
through a mystical crisis.  

Elsewhere, deadly attacks have taken place in Paris and 
America, unwittingly, is on the brink of electing Donald 
Trump. 

With Agnès Desarthe, every character seems to follow a 
dual path. For if bodies give way to irresistible urges, it is 
quite the opposite for souls tormented by desire, shame 
and the demands of unfailing loyalty.  

Yet, what is most striking about this admirable novel, 
wherein France is viewed, as if through a telescope, from a 
distance, is how every character remains a stranger to their 
true nature, until life takes charge to reveal its true meaning 
to them. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Agnès Desarthe was born in 1966. 
Novelist, she has published, notably: A Secret of No Importance 
(France Inter Book Prize, 1996), In the Dark Night (Renaudot 
Student’s Prize, 2010) and A Hunting Party, amongst numerous 
other works for children. She also published an essay on Virginia 
Woolf with Geneviève Brisac, V.W. The Mix of Genres and the 
autobiographical essay, How I Learned to Read (Stock, 2013) 
which met with great critical and public acclaim. Her last novel, 
The Changing Heart (L’Olivier, 2015), won the Le Monde 
Literary Prize and was popular success in bookshops. 

 

Alain Jaspard 
PLEURER DES RIVIERES  

(Crying Rivers) 
Héloïse d’Ormesson, August 2018, 192 pages 

 

◊ Movie rights sold to Epithète film (No et moi by 
Delphine de Vigan and Les Ames grises by Philippe 
Claudel)! 

◊ People from diametrically opposed social classes 
get to know each other and realize they share 
some of the same values. 

◊ A writing style that is both oral-sounding and very 
visual, reflecting each couple’s social background. 

Two couples: one poor, but with lots of children, not 
necessarily all planned; the other rich, and desperate to 
have a child. Can a child be bought and sold? That is 
the novel’s central question.  

Since they first met at the gypsy community of Saintes-
Maries-de-la-Mer, Frank and Mériem have been involved in 
a long-lasting, romantic relationship. Now married and 
parents of seven children, they manage to make ends meet 
thanks to iron sale. But when Sammy, Frank’s friend, 
convinces him to embark on a new venture, though which 
he finds a way to make easy money, the two of them get 
caught and end up breaking the law and being arrested. 
Julien Lozachmeur, a respected lawyer and duty solicitor, 
manages to defend Franck and make him a free man. As 
Julien, Frank and their wives become great friends, Mériem 
announces that she’s pregnant for the 8th time… At this 
very moment, a crazy idea crosses their mind – an idea 
that will change the rest of their lives, and that will make 
them break the law one more time… 

A novel that gives a voice to all of those who are generally 
not heard nor paid attention to. Concise, punchy, with an 
excellent rhythm, this novel explores all parts of society, 
and shows that behind any kind of suffering, there can be 
an incredible tenderness. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1940, Alain Jaspard is a film 
director. He adapted several books (youth novels) for television, 
such as Tom-Tom & Nana by Jacqueline Cohen and Bernadette 
Després, Le Proverbe by Marcel Aymé and Les Contes de la rue 
Broca by Pierre Gripari. This is his first book. 
 

« Très scénique. Très réel. Très tendre. Une histoire de 
Tziganes, ou plutôt de Yéniches, à la fois fait divers, roman 
policier, roman de mœurs, qui nous met avec beaucoup de 
doigté face à un bout de notre société et de notre justice. » 
Le Monde des livres 
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Manu Causse 
OUBLIER MON PÈRE 

(Forgetting My Father) 
Denoël, September 2018, 240 pages 

 

◊ An intrusive and destructive maternal figure 
whose lies prevent her son from finding his path. 

◊ In spite of the mother, their shared passions for 
skiing and photography give rise to complicity 
between the father and son. 

◊ The author of LA 2 CV VERTE, translated in 4 
languages: German (Droemer), Dutch (Signatuur / 
AW Bruna), Italian (Nord / Mauri Spagnol), Greek 
(Utopia). 

By erasing the portrait that his abusive mother painted 
of his father, Alexandre will finally begin to live his own 
life... 

Born in Aveyron in the 1990s, Alexandre experiences a 
difficult childhood. The only child of a violent and tyrannical 
mother and a father who disappeared when he was eight 
years old, he develops mental and physical disorders. 
Anorexia, migraines, epilepsy: he suffers from ailment after 
ailment as he tries to forget his father in order to comply 
with his mother’s orders.  

His adult life is just as chaotic. Through three romantic 
relationships that are as destructive as they are educational, 
Alexandre meets three symbolic women: one who is just 
like his mother, one who is like the mother he never had, 
and one that is like him. All of these relationships are 
doomed to failure. 

One day, he receives a phone call from a stranger: a 
Swedish woman named Johanna who tells him that she 
knew his father very well, that he had lived in Sweden for a 
long time, and that he had just passed away. This call will 
turn Alexandre’s life on its head. He travels to Sweden and 
discovers that his mother had lied to him his entire life. His 
father had not abandoned him; he had simply wanted to 
live his life to the fullest. Despite the fact that his father is 
now gone, Alexandre begins to reconnect with him. 
Thanks to this discovery, Alexandre will begin to heal at 
last and after more than thirty years of suffering, he will 
finally start to live. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born near Paris, Manu Causse grew 
up in the Southern Aveyron region. A cultural coordinator and 
then a teacher, he left education ten years ago to dedicate 
himself fully to writing and translating. His first novel, LA 2 CV 
VERTE is currently being adapted into a film and was translated 
into 4 languages. 
 

 
 

 

Manu Causse  
LA 2CV VERTE  

(The Green Citroën 2CV) 
Denoël, March 2016, 256 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Droemer) after auction, 

Italy (Nord/Mauri Spagnol), Greece (Utopia), the 
Netherlands (Signatuur/AW Bruna). 

◊ French pocket book rights sold to J’ai Lu after 
auction. 

◊ An outstanding, poignant debut novel! 

◊ Manu Causse uses a vehicle to speak about father-
son relationships and family secrets, and also 
tackles themes like guilt, atonement, and how one 
can overcome dramas.  

◊ A most touching tale, with original and endearing 
characters. 

A most unusual novel that takes the form of an 
initiatory road-movie to better deal with subjects such as 
the relationships between fathers and sons, autism and 
family secrets in a witty, sweet and realistic way. 

Isaac seems like an empty little boy. He is autistic. He has a 
body; he has eyes, but seems void inside. He only screams 
every now and again. Ever since he was born, his parents 
have ceaselessly destroyed one other with constant 
bitterness and guilt. The father, Éric Dubon, is exhausted 
and distraught. But when he inherits an old, beat up 2CV 
at the death of his uncle, everything goes wild. Behind the 
wheel of his little car, he decides to remove his son from 
the institution where he is confined, and to run away with 
him. Surrounded by ghosts and old memories, the two 
fugitives embark on a strange journey. What happened in 
Éric Dubon’s past, and what are his plans for his son? With 
the help of a moo 

dy teen-age girl, tracked down by a mushroom-loving cop 
and accompanied by an arrogant and talkative kitten, the 
father and son duo will hit the road to live a bewitching 
rite of passage. The strange ride in the green 2CV is tipped 
to be eventful. 

An original novel tapping into various genres – road movie, 
thriller, fairy tale – to tell a heartwarming family story. 

« La galerie de personnages du roman n’obéit à aucun 
stéréotype tant on butine d’étonnement en étonnement au fil 
des pages. » Madmoizelle.com 
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Alain Claret 
LE PAYS OBSCUR  

(Dark Country) 
La Manufacture de livres, September 2018, 440 pages 

 
An atmospheric novel which knows how to navigate 
between scenes of oppressive mood and more sensitive 
and sensual passages. 

Thomas’ life is up-ended on the Libyan front, in the cellars 
where he is held prisoner and awaits uncertain political 
negotiations. These are months of loneliness, far from the 
light of day, with only his memories to sustain him. Later, 
for the young journalist, will come the difficult return to the 
world, his father’s house where he will take refuge on the 
borders of a mysterious forest. There, he will try to regain 
his footing. But that’s not counting on the strange 
disappearances of women and the re-entry into his life of 
Hannah, a former love, who struggles with demons of her 
own.  

In this addictive novel, Alain Claret leads us into this dark 
country, where phantoms of the past and shadows of the 
present are bound together, tangling the tracks and 
relentlessly putting reason to the test.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1956, Alain Claret is a 
playwright and creator of a literary review. He published his first 
novel, CLICHY-SECTION (Flammarion), in 1991. In parallel, he 
worked on television and wrote several screenplays. Since 2002, 
he has devoted himself to writing noir novels published by 
Editions Robert Laffont. UN PAYS OBSCUR is his first novel at 
La manufacture de livres. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philippe Ségur 
LE CHIEN ROUGE 

(The Red Dog) 
Buchet Chastel, August 2018, 240 pages 

 

◊ A novel about emotional maturity, as well as both 
a tribute to art and literature and a damning 
assessment of the world’s political situation. 

◊ A magnificently accomplished novel about our 
society constantly haunted by Hermann Hesse’s 
Steppenwolf. 

In an uncompromising critique of today’s society, Le 
Chien rouge paints the psychological portrait of an 
idealistic man who suffers from his own rebellion.  

Pushed to the limit by both his job and his contemporaries, 
Peter Seurg “snaps,” feeling like he just doesn’t understand 
the world he lives in any more. The medical profession, 
which he reluctantly consults, prescribes an astounding 
array of anti-depressants, sleeping pills and tranquilizers. In 
just a few weeks, our hero’s personality changes 
dramatically: he breaks up with his girlfriend, Neith; rejects 
his earlier bourgeois lifestyle, and goes to live in splendid 
isolation in the woods. 

After a few months of that, Peter, his head miraculously 
cleared, wakes up and realizes that he still loves Neith. She, 
however, no longer wants to have anything to do with him. 
Having returned to a devastated personal environment, 
Peter now finds himself confronted with a series of 
important questions… 

Distressed by the evolution of the world around him, Peter 
Seurg slides into depression and the hands of prescription-
wielding doctors. Chemistry, alcohol, drugs, burners… The 
road that will lead him to himself is long and fraught with 
pitfalls! A magnificently accomplished novel about our 
society. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Professor of constitutional law and 
political philosophy at Perpignan University. Has been writing 
since a very young age. Has written six novels, all published by 
Buchet Chastel, including MÉTAPHYSIQUE DU CHIEN (2002) 
which won the Renaudot des Lycéens Prize, POÉTIQUE DE 
L’ÉGORGEUR (2004), SEULEMENT L’AMOUR (2006), 
VACANCE AU PAYS PERDU (2008), LE RÊVE DE L’HOMME 
LUCIDE (2012) and EXTERMINATION DES CLOPORTES 
(2017). 
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Sophie Divry 
QUAND LE DIABLE SORTIT  

DE LA SALLE DE BAINS 
(When the Devil Left the Bathroom) 

Notabilia, August 2015, 320 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Ullstein) and 
Spain/Castillan (Malpaso). 

◊ It’s side-splittingly funny, tooth-gnashingly dark, 
intelligent, unusual, over the top… but woven 
over a serious background that says a lot about 
the times we live in. 

◊ Sophie Divry has a facetious way of juggling 
language, words and style – even how they are laid 
out on the page – to make the result all the more 
puzzling. 

The trials and tribulations of a woman whose 
unemployment benefits have run out offer the author a 
perfect opportunity for a caustic and comical critique of 
society. 

A journalist when she can find work, and dreaming of 
finishing her book, Sophie lives in her own strange world. 
Her friends barge into her novel to turn it to their 
advantage, and Lorchus is always there to make sure 
everything goes wrong. Readers will take a noisily 
entertaining spin through the turpitudes of a young woman 
who suffers the isolation that comes with her situation as 
an unwilling ascetic. But who is forcing her into that role, 
herself or fate? That is the eternal philosophical question 
this novel also raises: what is an unemployed person’s role 
in today’s world?  In turns withering and side-splittingly 
funny, the author doesn’t let her characters get away with 
anything; instead, she uses them for a biting and off-beat 
critique of people’s need to join and be recognized by 
society, family and work – the indispensable components 
of the middle-classdom that in the end of the day, we all 
aspire to. 

A wake-up call and an enchantment. You’ll love the way 
she lampoons everyone – including herself – highlighting 
the pettiness of human nature. She has such an amazing 
way with words, which she juggles brilliantly, that we’re 
happy to sit back and let ourselves get carried away.  A 
veritable bomb. Hysterically funny, dark, caustic, intelligent, 
original and over the top… while addressing a serious 
topic that says a lot about our times. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sophie Divry was born in 1979. She 
already published three novels: LA CÔTE 400 (2013, translated 
into 5 languages), LE JOURNAL D’UN RECOMMENCEMENT 
(2013) and LA CONDITION PAVILLIONNAIRE (2014).  

“Sophie Divry recounts the starved life of a young woman who 
has been unemployed for a very long time as an off-the-wall 
fairy tale.” Livres Hebdo  

Sophie Divry 
LA CONDITION PAVILLONNAIRE 

(The Suburban Condition) 
Notabilia, August 2014, 272 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Malpaso), UK/US (McLehose 
Press).  

◊ An exploration of the human condition by the 
author of The Library of Unrequited Love: Sophie 
Divry wanted to talk about contemporary 
women’s lives in a materialistic world.  

◊ The book is not an indictment of a specific 
lifestyle, but reading it does raise the issue of the 
absurdity of existence.  

◊ The heroine is an endearing, contemporary Emma 
Bovary but The Suburban Condition will remind 
readers of the best of Houellebecq, the cold, 
implacable historian who paints a precise portrait 
of an era and those who inhabit it. 

The story of a woman’s life, from childhood to death, 
somewhere in provincial France, from the 1950s to 
about 2025.  

The heroine, M.A., has nice parents, does well in school, 
finds a loving husband, buys a big cookie-cutter house, 
makes decent money, has children, changes jobs, retires, 
grows old and dies. All in the comfort that the French 
middle-class has grown to expect since the 1950s. But 
she’s bored. She takes up all sorts of outlets to try to make 
something happen in her life: adultery, humanitarian action, 
esotericism, manic house-cleaning, motherhood and 
various hobbies – each one abandoned faster than the 
last.  But no matter what she does, our heroine remains 
unfocussed and unfulfilled. She can never find anything that 
truly fulfills her, because inside her – like where she lives – 
everything is non-descript, flat, horizontal.  

Sophie Divry’s aim is to portray the philosophical conflict 
between Freedom and Comfort.  

 “The most paradoxical novel of the season: depressing, even 
desperately so (…) and at the same time, profoundly exalting, 
gentle and flowing” L’Hebdo 

 “With its winks and nods to Flaubert’s Bovary and the influence of 
Annie Ernaux, this is one of the most exciting finds of the season.” Le 
Monde des Livres 

“A real little gem unusual and biting.” Avantages 
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Marie-Sabine Roger 
LES BRACASSÉES 

(The No-Hopers)  
Le Rouergue, August 2018, 320 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Hoffmann & Campe). 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix du roman Fnac. 

◊ Although we may laugh at the misadventures of 
these no-hopers, we should be under no doubt 
that this is also a deeply political novel, in the best 
sense of that word.  

◊ A positive vision of difference, the refusal to be 
afraid and the warmth of community.  

The first names of the two heroines in Marie-Sabine 
Roger’s novel are misleading, to say the least. 76-year-old 
Fleur is an obese woman who suffers from social phobia, 
meaning that she only ever goes out to see Doctor 
Borodine. And 26-year-old Harmonie has Tourette’s 
syndrome, meaning that she uses foul language and is beset 
by uncontrollable and violent spasms that can occur at any 
time. 

One of them is looking for somebody to look after their 
dog, and the other wants to find a viable way of living. A 
few months later, they find themselves sharing an 
apartment, surrounded by a bunch of other ‘no-hopers’ 
who are as moving and as funny as our two heroines. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1957, Marie-Sabine Roger 
has dedicated herself entirely to writing since a very early age, and 
has over a hundred books to her name. Her novels have won 
numerous prizes and have been successfully translated into 
several languages. Two of her novels have been adapted for the 
cinema: LA TÊTE EN FRICHE, 2008: � (70,000 copies sold in 
France alone), movie adapted by Jean Becker with Gérard 
Depardieu in the starring role. Foreign rights sold to Germany 
(Hoffmann & Campe), Italy (Ponte alle Grazie), Spain 
(Duomo), �Castillan (Galaxia), Norway (Pax), Sweden 
(Oppenheim), Korea (Gimm-Young), Turkey (Kirmizi Kedi) and 
UK (World English rights/Pushkin Press). 
 
BON RÉTABLISSEMENT, 2013, Express magazine Readers' Prize, 
movie adapted by Jean Becker. Foreign rights sold to Germany 
(Hoffmann & Campe), Italy (Salani), Netherlands 
(Meulenhoff �Boekerij), Norway (Pax forlag), Spain (Duomo 
ediciones), United Kingdom (world-English rights/Pushkin Press) 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Marie-Sabine Roger  
36 CHANDELLES 

(36 Candles) 
Rouergue, August 2014, 224 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Germany (to Hoffmann & Campe). 

◊ Marie-Sabine Roger has a huge success in 
Germany, where her previous novel, LA TÊTE EN 
FRICHE sold 70.000 hardcover copies and over 
660.000 paperbacks!!! 

◊ This novel – in which all sorts of wild and crazy 
things happen – reminds us to enjoy life right 
away. 

◊ Endearing and colorful characters crop up 
throughout the book. 

The madcap and gratifying tale of Mortimer Decime, 
who, in accordance with a long- standing family 
tradition, was supposed to die on the very day and at 
the precise moment he turned 36. When he eventually 
realizes that it hasn’t happened, he tries to understand 
why not... and to learn to live. 

This entire 200-page book is a vibrant and lively tale in 
which Roger cleverly describes the Decime family’s deaths 
– each more hilarious than the last, as well as a range of 
other colourful characters. In addition to Paquita, a former 
wannabe prostitute who still dresses like one, and 
Nassardin, the Algerian man who is looking for the best 
possible coffee recipe, we also meet Jasmine, the eccentric 
dog-groomer who had an affair with Mortimer before she 
decided to try her luck in New York. Marie-Sabine Roger 
also offers us a sincere lesson about life, urging us not to 
turn down the joys it has to offer. Mortimer and Jasmine’s 
getting back togather — as well as the touching couple 
that Paquita and Nassardin make — remind us that love is 
the greatest of those joys. 
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DEBUT	NOVEL	/	NEW	VOICES	
 

Pauline Delabroy-Allard 
ÇA RACONTE SARAH 

(It Tells about Sarah) 
Minuit, September 2018, 192 pages 

 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix Goncourt 2018. 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix Médicis. 

◊ Longlisted for the Prix du Style. 

◊ Awarded the Prix des libraires de Nancy-Le Point 
and the Prix Envoyé par la Poste. 

◊ A beautiful tribute to life, with a raging, sensual 
and cruel love affair. 

◊ The writing is completely wonderful, visceral, 
poetic, with a story which starts oddly and takes a 
tragic turn. 

It tells of Sarah, her mysterious beauty, her brittle nose of 
sweet raptor, her eyes like pebbles, green, but no, not 
green, her eyes of an unusual color, her eyes of snake 
eyelids drooping. It tells Sarah the passion, Sarah the sulfur, 
it tells the precise moment when the match cracks, the 
precise moment when the piece of wood becomes fire, 
where the spark illuminates the night, where nothingness 
springs the burn. This precise moment and tiny, a tilt of a 
second hardly. It tells Sarah, of symbol: S. 

The narrator works as a teacher and is in her very early 
30s. At a rather conventional dinner party she meets Sarah, 
a violonist who arrives late, talks and laughs loudly, and is 
generally perceived as a total storm of fresh air. The 
narrator is immediately attracted by this free and 
unconventional spirit. They meet several times and she 
gradually realises that the moments they spend together 
become the most important ones in her life. The friendship 
quickly changes into a very passionate physical relationship, 
a discovery for both of them who have never had any 
lesbian adventures before - and never thought of it either. 
The erotic discovery is intense, and their connivence 
together takes over everything else.  But the passion 
becomes too much, for both of them. They cannot live 
without each other but the intensity takes ugly turns. Both 
feel they cannot breathe. They are exhausted. Sarah is 
insatiable. And the passion takes its toll on both of them. A 
tribute to the most astonishing person she will ever meet 
and love. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Pauline Delabroy-Allard was born in 
1988. ÇA RACONTE SARAH is her first novel.  

« Il y a du Duras, du Nabokov et du Barthes dans la chair 
intensément vivante de ce magnifique roman de l'absolu 
amoureux. » L’Express 

 
 

Mathilde-Marie de Malfilâtre 
BABYLONE EXPRESS 

Le Dilettante, August 2018, 256 pages 

 
◊ Long-listed for the Prix de Flore. 

◊ A highway to hell, enriched, as is right and proper, 
by a highly colourful, vivid language. 

◊ An incredible and energetic self-fiction story.  

◊ It sounds crazy, incredible, too strong to be true 
and yet it's a real self-fiction ! 

The story of a lieutenant of gendarmerie who takes 
LSD, which organizes an ecstasy traffic, while 
participating in sado-maso swingers orgies.  

Luna is a young girl from a good family who becomes a 
cop in the intelligence branch. One day, a radical ecologist 
gives her some LSD. Her life is turned upside down. Drug 
trafficking, polytoxicomania, libertine circles. An inebriating 
swim in the Styx from Paris to Berlin via Marrakech. 
A modern, transgressive love story. A portrait of today’s 
youth in an acerbic Res Publica. A generational novel: that 
of the overwhelmingly mad desire to live, without 
sweetness, without precautions. The boundless blowouts 
of a couple travelling on every kind of hallucinogen — yet 
with their feet firmly on the ground. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Mathilde-Marie de Malfilâtre, was 
born in 1987. Coming from a family of artists, she is passionate 
very early for literature and secret services. � She grew up in 
Japan. �A graduate of the University of Bradford, UK, she holds a 
Master's degree in International Politics and Security. 
Antiterrorism specialty and then joined the General Directorate 
of the National Gendarmerie, as an Officer, political analyst and 
editor, in the Bureau of the Counter-Terrorism. � 
 

« If you want relief, excess, underground, spicy, trash, a 
breath of fresh air, banter, Despentes mixed with Bukowski, a 
little Beat Generation, a very explosive cocktail. far from being 
bland, discover this first novel! » Librairie Page et Plume,  

« The intense, energetic, audacious, liberated resurgence of 
the debut novel should be enough to arouse our curiosity. It's 
been a longtime since there were so many books of such 
quality penned by young women. » 

« We follow her, we want to know where she is taking us in 
this literary catharsis. For the voice of a writer emerges from 
these pages. A voice that shakes us up. The crude 
contemporary language, full of humour, is one hell of an 
experience too. It makes a change from all those soppy two-
bit autofictions. » Pierre Assouline  
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Matthias Jambon-Puillet 
OBJET TROUVÉ 

(Lost and Found) 
Anne Carrière, August 2018, 192 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Spain & Latin America (Penguin 
Random House/Grijalbo) 

◊ The author implicitly offers a reflection about 
marital commitment and the quest for sensual 
pleasure. 

Marc disappeared during his stag party and the search for 
him remained fruitless. Nadège, his fiancée who was 
pregnant with their first child, started a new life with 
Antoine. Three years later, Marc is found in a bathroom, 
naked and handcuffed in his back with two bracelets 
locked together. In the next room lies the dead body of a 
young woman clad in leather, wearing thigh-high boots, 
gloves and a bustier… How did they get there? What 
happened during these three years? How will Nadège 
react? And Antoine? Who was this woman in a fetichistic 
attire ? So many questions about an unconventional love 
affair.  

In this first novel, Matthias Jambon-Puillet goes back to the 
origin of the story, step by step, through the eyes of three 
different characters and without lapsing into sordidness, to 
unveil a love affair that reaches fulfilment through deviance 
from common conventions.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Matthias Jambon-Puillet was born in 
Lyons in 1986 and now lives in Paris.  He works in entertainment 
and new technologies. Lost and Found is his first novel. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Blandine Fauré 
LA FAUNE ET LA FLORE DU DEDANS 

(Inner Flora And Fauna)  
Arléa, August 2018, 220 pages 

  

◊ An initiatory journey through the Amazon, and 
the impact it has on the heroine’s life. 

◊ A heroine who will recover her taste for life 
thanks to her interest in plant photography… and 
thanks to Joachim, who she is secretly in love with. 

◊ A contemplation of the Amazon rainforest, as well 
as an introspective exploration of the jungle of the 
heroine’s thoughts and feelings. 

In her first novel, Blandine Fauré leads us on an inner 
adventure, a long route to redemption, worthy of the 
great bildungsromans. 

Louise, visual artist, photographer and designer, joins a 
team of scientists whose mission is to explore the El Manu 
Park, a Peruvian jungle. The goal is to collect unknown and 
endangered species in extreme conditions. There is of 
course an artistic work on the plant that she wants to carry 
out, but also other reasons, more obscure. There is 
Joachim, the leader of the expedition, with whom is 
formed an intense, secret and restrained relationship. 
There is the past, painful, enamelled of mourning, absence 
and abandonment. There is also the quest, finally finding a 
form of appeasement, of reconciliation with oneself, with 
life altogether. 

The forest, the selva, unfolds throughout the book, 
disturbing, protective, matrix, which engulfs as much as it 
rejects. The forest is laying bare and can kill too. Louise 
walks, breathes, blends into this green ocean and we walk 
with her, we breathe, we walk behind her. Like her, we 
observe the slow and powerful assault of plants towards 
the light, the struggle for survival, the temptation to 
disappear. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Blandine Fauré was born in 1984. 
She lives in the Paris region, and works in the cultural and artistic 
sector in Seine-Saint- Denis. 
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Velina Minkoff  
LE GRAND LEADER DOIT VENIR NOUS 

VOIR ! 
(The Great Leader Must Come and See Us)  

Actes Sud, May 2018, 320 pages 

 

◊ Full English text available. 

◊ Rights sold: Bulgaria (Colibri). 

◊ North Korea in 1989 seen by a candid Bulgarian 
teenager. 

◊ In her first novel, Velina Minkoff shows with 
constant irony the enthusiasm lying behind 
propaganda. 

◊ The main character has very prosaic needs and 
considerations through a language that seems dull 
and is there take the readers out of their 
preconceived ideas. 

In 1989, the 13-year-old Bulgarian, Alexandra, is sent to 
a young pioneer camp in North Korea. A brilliant pupil 
and an active member of the socialist pioneer 
movement, her assignment is to keep a detailed diary 
and to write a report on her trip.  

Everything in the country seems wonderful to her: the 
music, the local people, the celebrities, the arts, the 
amusement parks and even the Great Leader. It is a 
journey through a cultural patchwork and an age of change, 
and an incongruous blend of divergent ideological attitudes, 
ritual displays and the naivety of adolescence. Alexandra 
likes everything she sees and is oblivious to any hint of 
contradiction. It is a wondrous summer holiday for her, but 
by the time she gets home, socialism is starting to collapse 
in Bulgaria and her world will never be the same again. This 
debut novel recounts with delicate irony a story that has 
never been told. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Velina Minkoff was born in 1974 in 
Sofia, Bulgaria. She graduated with a degree in English from the 
University of California (UCLA), having minored in creative 
writing. She has translated several novels from English into 
Bulgarian. Velina Minkoff lives in Paris and works as a translator 
and an editor. LE GRAND LEADER DOIT VENIR NOUS VOIR 
is her first novel. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Rouzin  
CIRCULUS 

(Circulus) 
Serge Safran, September 2018, 184 pages 

 

◊ A writing style that pays tribute to tales told by 
firelight, to the oral tradition that intertwines 
harsh daily life and a kind of timeless magic. 

◊ Themes like traveling, being on the road and in 
constant motion reflect the lifestyle of these gypsy 
characters, who live an untraditional life and 
follow their own codes and traditions. 

◊ The narrator, a discreet observer, leads us to the 
middle of a society that we think we know, 
enabling us to see it from the inside, to let go of 
whatever stereotypes we might have held and to 
discover a world brimming with both symbolism 
and humanity. 

In this powerful debut novel, Marie Rouzin gives voice to 
characters who are usually ignored – marginal people 
with unusual lifestyles who tend to be excluded from 
society – through several strong, carnal female 
characters motivated by an incredible will to live and to 
have their existence acknowledged. 

In the woods, on the periphery of a large city, a solitary 
young woman meets a soon-to-be mother, Andronica. She 
accompanies her in a caravan to assist with her labor. Two 
sons are born, fruits of an undesired pregnancy. Thus 
began a long journey for the two women, soon 
accompanied by others, fueled with desire to find the 
father. 

This maiden voyage is rich with unexpected encounters: a 
donut-selling widow, a woman distraught with anger, two 
brothers raising children, laborers on a construction site, 
and a circus troupe… 

Violence and the difficulties of existence prevail in this 
quest, written with an incantatory lyricism. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Marie Rouzin was born in Bayeux in 
1978. After some time in cultural administration, she gravitated 
towards teaching. Today she lives in the suburbs of Paris where 
she is a professor of Modern Languages. CIRCULUS is her first 
novel. 

. 
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Vincent Lahouze 
RUBIEL E(S)T MOI  

(Rubiel and/is me) 
Michel Lafon, August 2018, 272 pages 

 

◊ Sales are very encouraging: 1000 copies sold in 3 
days. 

Four-year old Federico and Rubiel are best friends at the 
Bienestar Orphanage of Medellin. 

One day – call it Lady Luck or the hand of God – a young 
couple from Europe comes to the Orphanage and takes 
Federico home with them. 

While Rubiel grows up fighting for a living on the streets of 
Medellin, Federico, brought up by loving adoptive parents, 
will need to fight inner demons in order to start living. 
What if he had not been the chosen one? What would his 
life have been if he had stayed in Colombia? 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Vincent Lahouze is 30 years old. 
Rubiel e(s)t moi is his first novel. 
 

“L'une des très belles surprises de la rentrée littéraire, loin 
des noms attendus et des éditeurs disons très littéraires. 
Attention, gros succès en perspective!” LIRE 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Judith Sibony 
LA FEMME DE DIEU 

(Married To The Demigod)  
Stock, August 2018, 272 pages 

 

◊ A pacey comedy about relationships, this novel is 
narrated by the different characters in turn, 
creating a weird and wonderful round. 

A successful playwright has his wife and mistresses act 
in his plays to protect himself from the realities of life. 
But what if life catches up with him? 

Robert Pirel has been married to Élisabeth for a long time. 
And he’s been collecting mistresses for a long time. He 
directs them onstage alongside his wife (who always has 
the leading role). Right in front of his daughter Julie, who 
suspects nothing. And his old mother Luce, who knows 
everything. Because Robert Pirel is a strange and rather 
eccentric man. He is a playwright and directs his own plays, 
which titillates his instincts as a demigod. But what he really 
loves is improvisation... and that’s when life creeps in. 

Then he meets Natacha Walz in the Métro and she falls in 
love with him, so in love that she wants his child, while 
playing the part of the mistress on stage. That’s when the 
dramatic twists start to pile up. There are the laws of 
nature and the laws of love...�  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Judith Sibony is a theatre critic and 
director. She is a contributor to the review Théâtre(s), writes a 
blog on lemonde.fr “Coups de théâtre”, and regularly produces 
programmes for France Culture. 

« Judith Sibony livre une réflexion sur la création théâtrale, la 
stérilité et la procréation médicale assistée. Elle met en scène 
des personnages qui partagent la même peur: celle de passer 
à côté de leurs vies. » Livres Hebdo 
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Line Papin 
TONI 

(My Cousin Toni) 
Stock, January 2018, 256 pages 

 
◊ Line Papin was awarded with the Prix littéraire de 

la Vocation in 2016. 

This atmospheric coming-of-age novel confirms a great 
literary talent. 

In Germany, between Hamburg and Berlin, two cousins, 
Ezra and Toni. Ezra, the narrator, is fascinated by his 
cousin’s effervescent imagination. Since child- hood, Toni 
has shared with him his inventions, his experiments and his 
creative madness. His mother’s death makes them 
inseparable. In Berlin, the two boys meet a group of friends 
and discover an abandoned hotel which they make into a 
nightlife hotspot. Toni’s creativity runs wild and he turns it 
into a place for parties and artistic exuberance that he 
names the “Palace of Laughter and Joy”. 

But it doesn’t take long before the reputation, people, 
parties and drugs break up the gang. Everybody goes their 
own way and Toni disappears. Ezra leads a desperate hunt 
on the streets of Berlin and Hamburg and finally back to 
their family home, in the search to find his cousin. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Line Papin was born in Hanoi in 
1995. After studying literature, she studied history of art in Paris. 
Her first novel, L’Éveil was awarded the Prix de la Vocation in 
2016 and translated in several languages. 

“A singular talent to convey wandering youth.” L’Obs 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sébastien Spitzer 
CES RÊVES QU’ON PIÉTINE  

(The Dreams We Trample) 
Editions de l’Observatoire, August 2017, 306 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Ponte), Greece (21st 
century). 

◊ Awarded the Prix Stanislas 2017. 

◊ A striking first novel with historical precision, 
literary power and emotional force.  

◊ The author worked 3 years on this novel 
gathering documentation. 

◊ Initially the books was not to be published  as it 
was a personal tribute to the author’s father. 

◊ The afterword explains that the purpose of the 
book is to use fiction in order to reflect on life 
itself. Thus the book is not a classic historial novel 
and rather a literary exploration. 

Magda Goebbels is the most powerful woman in the 
Third Reich; little Ava is the child in block 24A, the 
concentration camp brothel. She is the sole remaining 
custodian of her father’s memory.  

April 1945. Magda Goebbels and her six children descend 
into the Führer-bunker. The incarnation of the Aryan race, 
Magda has modelled her image to meet her ambitions. She 
has gone to great lengths to obliterate the old Magda, 
beloved adopted daughter of Richard Friedländer, 
merchant, furrier, German and a Jew. Arrested during the 
first raids, Richard has never stopped writing to her. 
Meanwhile, a few miles away, the Allies are advancing. 
Some survivors of the camps try to escape their hell. 
Among them, three-year-old Ava, the child of the KZ-
Bordell in Auschwitz. An orphan, dumb and stateless, she 
clings to a leather scroll. Inside are the letters written by a 
father to his daughter. Ava is the custodian of their tragic 
memory, the ultimate keeper of the true story of a man 
condemned by his daughter’s silence. As Magda inexorably 
sinks into the abyss of Nazi madness, Ava, miraculous 
survivor of the horror, strives to escape her destiny. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sébastien Spitzer is a free-lance 
journalist He has published several investigations on Iran, the 
United States and international terrorism.  

« [Un] roman poignant sur l’horreur, la transmission et 
l’amour malgré la négation. » Lire 
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Isabelle Petit 
PIC DE TEMPÉRATURE 

(Temperature Peak) 
Hurtubise, October 2018, 296 pages  

 
A fresh and brilliant debut novel that tackles issues and 
preconceived ideas around motherhood.  

At 33, Laurie doesn't want children. Her journalism career 
is finally taking off and she's not ready to sacrifice her 
achievements for sleepless nights and diapering. Her 
boyfriend Pierre hopes to become a father, but he is 
patient and waits for her to be ready... which is not 
happening. Tensions grow bigger between them as months 
pass by... until Laurie drastically changes her views after 
visiting a children's hospital, and only wishes for one thing : 
to be pregnant. But who says it was that easy?  

 
 
 

Andrée-Paule Mignot 
SIX FEMMES DU MONDE 

(Six Women of the World) 
Hurtubise, October 2018, 336 pages  

 
A novel full of adventures with a glamour touch! 

10 years ago, Yasmine, Suzie, Alice, Melissa and Kelly 
shared an apartment in NYC when they were studying at 
the University, rented by Inès, who is now a bestselling 
author and writes her upcoming novel in Mexico. The 5 
younger women, who are around thirty now, are spread all 
over the world : Alice is a model in Africa, Melissa a lawyer 
in Paris, Suzie is a trader in New York (and a part-time 
stripper), Yasmine a journalist in Morocco and Kelly is an 
artwork buyer in Rome. Very different from one another, 
those six women still stay in regular communication over 
the years.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Andrée-Paule Mignot is the author 
of Lygaya, a children's title that sold more than 50.000 copies in 
Québec. 

 
 
 

 
 

Lorraine Fouchet 
ENTRE CIEL ET LOU  

(In Lou’s Twilight) 
Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2016, 432 pages 

 
 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Hoffmann und Campe/ 
Atlantik), Spain/Castillan (Roca Editorial), 
Spain/Catalan (La Campana), Italy (Garzanti), 
Poland (Media Rodzina), the Netherlands (Nieuw 
Amsterdam), Russia (Phantom Press), Sweden 
(Sekwa), Bulgaria (Iztok-Zapad). 

◊ Awarded the Prix Bretagne. 

◊ 100,000 copies sold. 

◊ The setting on the island of Groix, which is 
reminiscent of The Guernsey Literary and Potato-
Peel Pie Society for the friendly solidarity and the 
island atmospherics. 

◊ The multiple points of view make for a very lively 
narrative, one that will make readers feel very 
close to the characters. 

◊ A novel that reminds readers about the most 
fundamental values: love, a sense of humor, and 
communication. 

◊ With this good family saga filled with laughs, 
disputes and love that is a veritable page turning 
and feel good book, the author touches each of us 
and will warm up our long winter evenings.  

In the charming setting of the Île of Groix, off the coast 
of Brittany, a widower has been tasked by his deceased 
wife with making their children happy: he'll do his best. 

Lou, 56, has just passed away, leaving her widowed 
husband, Jo, in deep despair. Even her children and 
grandchildren feel like orphans, because Lou was the 
keystone of the family. In her will, she sets a final challenge 
for Jo: do whatever it takes to make their children happy. It 
won’t be easy for this former cardiologist who had 
returned to his native island for a peaceful retirement in 
the company of his wife and his old friends. He was no 
longer very close to his children, whose lives he doesn’t 
really understand. But he has no choice but to honor Lou’s 
memory, and her last wish. Between a self-defensive son 
and a broken-hearted daughter, it’s a difficult mission… but 
one that reserves him some pleasant surprises as well. It’s 
never too late to reconnect, and their family bonds will be 
strengthened by the ordeals they face together. Lou will 
have gotten what she wanted: making sure her whole 
family is happy, even without her.  
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Anne Idoux-Thivet 
L’ATELIER DES SOUVENIRS 

(The Workshop Of Memories) 
Michel Lafon. � January 2018, 210 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Bulgaria. (Kragozor) 

◊ Powerful emotions: the reader is taken from 
laughter to tears. 

◊ Likeable, authentic characters. 

◊ Stylish writing. 

What if writing could bring different generations closer? 
A fresh, light debut novel. 

When she inherits her grandmother’s house, Alice decides 
to give up her aimless life as a PhD student in Paris and 
settle in the countryside where she begins holding writing 
workshops in two old people’s homes. The elderly people 
she meets along the way are all as adorable as each other. 
As the workshops progress, they reveal bits of their past 
and grow attached to the young woman, sensing her 
loneliness. Determined to make her happy again, the 
cheerful band of pensioners take on the mission of helping 
her find love! 

This finely-crafted feelgood novel with its amusing, moving 
cast of secondary characters is a perceptive study of 
loneliness, nostalgia, friendship, tenderness and love. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Anne Idoux-Thivet is a qualified 
history teacher and specialist in medieval history. She has written 
several scientific articles for local history reviews and a non-fiction 
work entitled ECOUTER L’AUTISME (2009). L’ATELIER DES 
SOUVENIRS is her first novel. 

 “Very cleverly written so you have the time to take in all the 
characters’ pieces of writing as well as get involved with the 
plot and the characters themselves. They are all likeable and 
believable.” 

 “I bought the book this morning and spent all day reading 
it. It’s as fresh and light as a newly-baked sponge cake.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sophie de Villenoisy 
LA REINE DES QUICHES 

(The Queen Of Flops) 
Denoël, October 2018, 192 pages  

 

◊ As usual, Sophie de Villenoisy excels at capturing 
the endearing little quirks of forty-somethings 
with a touching heroine who asks questions that 
speak to all of us with simplicity and precision.  

◊ A caustic look at our appearance-obsessed 
modern society and the publishing world.  

◊ Masterfully wielded humor frames this reflection 
on literary creation and family. ! 

The author of Joyeux suicide et bonne année ! and 
Question de standing is back with a novel full of dark 
humor and warmth about a woman dealing with the 
painful process of giving birth to her first child : a novel. 

A writer and young wife, Murielle dreams of being an 
author and a mother, but life stubbornly refuses to grant 
her wish. After a series of miscarriages and refused 
manuscripts, she has resigned herself to producing articles 
about anti-worm tablets in the animal section of a 
newspaper. But one day, everything changes when she gets 
a phone call from a publisher. He loved her last novel, The 
Sterile Woman, and he absolutely wants to publish it! 
Murelle can’t believe it: this novel-confession that she 
wrote above all for herself will launch her into the 
publishing world! 

For Murielle and her husband, things are looking up, but 
they didn’t anticipate the shockwaves that would result 
from the novel’s publication, both within their families and 
in their own relationship. Revelations from her mother and 
sister as well as her husband’s affirmation of his own 
creative impulses will turn Murielle’s life on its head. Could 
this literary vocation that she’s always dreamed of be more 
of a curse than a blessing? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sophie de Villenoisy is a journalist, 
author, and scriptwriter. After the resounding success of JOYEUX 
SUICIDE ET BONNE ANNÉE! in 2016 (rights sold to Russia / 
AST, Czech Republic and Slovakia / Albatros Media, Romania / 
Lider, Korea / Sodam & Taeil) and QUESTION DE STANDING 
in 2017, she is publishing her third novel with Denoël. She has 
two children and lives in Paris.   
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Alex Riva 
LES FEMMES FORMIDABLES À L’HEURE DU 

CHOIX 
(The Wonderful Women: Decision Time) 

Denoël, November 2018, 240 pages  

 

◊ Alex Riva is back with her four heroines in a new 
opus with just as much (or more!) humor, 
excitement, and plot twists as ever.  

◊ Women from all walks of life will be able to 
identify with this excellent, funny, lively, and 
touching novel. 

The wonderful women are back! 

When you met Emma, Alice, Andrea, and Chloe, they 
were going through that infamous middle-age crisis and 
were sick and tired of doing everything for everyone else 
all the time. Leaving for a week in Greece was their 
“wonderful women strike” and enabled them to better 
understand how they ended up where they were in life, 
what they wanted, and what they could do about it. But 
back in Paris, the unexpected decided to interfere. For the 
next few months, each of the women tried to implement 
their new resolutions all the while integrating Laurence into 
their foursome. Two years have gone by since then and 
their lives have evolved – not always as they would have 
liked, which isn’t always easy for their friendship and their 
life plans. As fabulous as they may be, they will discover at 
their own expense that they can’t have it all. It’s decision 
time. Marital choices, professional choices, family choices: 
nothing will be spared! 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Alex Riva is the mother of two 
teenage girls and is self-employed in the field of communications. 
After the success of LA GRÈVE DES FEMMES FORMIDABLES 
and QUAND L’IMPRÉVU S’EN MÊLE, she and her heroines are 
back for more adventures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Karine Lambert 
UN ARBRE, UN JOUR 

(Once Upon A Tree) 
Calmann-Lévy, May 2018, 220 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle Polish nor Hungarian 
rights for this title. 

◊ Rights sold to: Germany (Diana Verlag). 

Whimsical and poetic, the story of a tree which refuses 
to die in the spring. 

On this first day of March, a felling notice is nailed onto the 
gigantic tree shading the central square of a village in 
Provence. “Ouch! says the tree, it feels like a woodpecker 
is piercing through my spine.” But these words, of course, 
remain inaudible to the locals. However, the thought of 
their tree disappearing completely outrages them. For all of 
a sudden, the pleasure of its venerable presence, that only 
the children and birds until then had enjoyed, becomes 
precious to them once again. Why fell this centenary 
being? To put in a fountain? Pavements? A parking-lot? It 
makes no sense. 

Initiated by Clément, a very willful young boy, an 
impromptu motley committee is set up to uncover the 
truth. In addition to Clément, there is Adeline Bonnafay, 
91, an old spinster inseparable from her sister Violette, 93, 
Suzanne Fabre, 52, who has been striving on her own to 
keep the bar open since her husband’s motorcycle 
accident. With Fanny Vidal, young culinary stylist, Suzanne 
seeks an explanation from the Town Hall. They are told 
that the tree has been diagnosed with an illness... By 
whom, when, nothing is very clear. And the mayor is on 
holiday... 

With every passing day, the plane tree, which considers 
itself immortal, becomes keenly aware that it is 
condemned, and that certain people are so attached to it 
that they are willing to risk their lives to save it. While it 
studies them, stirring and responding to the rhythm of their 
emotions and conflicts, its advocates stand together in 
solidarity. 

Regardless of the outcome of this battle, each and every 
one of them will see their lives transformed. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Karine Lambert is a novelist and 
photographer. Her first novels, L’IMMEUBLE DES FEMMES QUI 
ONT RENONCÉ AUX HOMMES and EH BIEN DANSONS 
MAINTENANT, proved an outstanding success in France and 
abroad, with translations in more than ten countries. 
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its$advocates$stand$together$in$solidarity.$

����!���""����#����$#��������#��"���##��.�����������%�!(��������#����&����
see$their$lives$transformed.

Whimsical'and'poetic,'the'story'of'a'tree'which'refuses'to'die'in'the'
spring.

Once Upon a Tree...
Karine Lambert

Foreign'sales':
Diana'Verlag'(German)
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Roxane Dambre 
DERRIÈRE LES ÉTOILES, SIGNÉ SIXTINE T.1 

(Behind the stars, Signed Sixtine Book 1) 
Calmann Levy, October 2018, 400 pages 

 

An investigation full of humour and twists, taking the 
reader to the frontiers of reality. 

Sixtine Perceval is delighted: at 25 years of age, after two 
years writing freelance articles and struggling to make ends 
meet, she has landed her dream job as a journalist with 
ActuParis, the most popular weekly newspaper in the 
French capital. 

Despite a boss incapable of remembering his employees’ 
names who starts every meeting with a gunshot, three 
colleagues who would go to any lengths to stay in the 
limelight, and a far from exciting first project, she doesn’t 
lose heart! She throws herself into her assignment: 
covering an applied mathematics congress about relativity 
and cosmology. At the inaugural conference, Elvis Ellroy, a 
real rock star in his field, makes a sensational 
announcement. He has found the key to singularity, a 
discovery which, although rather obscure for Sixtine, could 
revolutionise the world of physics and the current 
conception of space and time. But her curiosity grows 
when Elvis Ellroy is found dead with his brain mysteriously 
missing. Could his discovery be the cause of his murder? 

For Sixtine, this is the perfect opportunity to write an 
article that will launch her career. With the help of her 
intern, Melchior, and the very good- looking Bastien, a 
young researcher in cosmology who sparks more than a 
simple interest in science in her, she sets off in search of 
the truth. But could the truth be elsewhere? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Roxane Dambre was born in 1987 
in the suburbs of Paris. Her imagination was quick to show her 
the mysteries that lurk behind the capital’s walls and from the age 
of 14, she decided to reveal them to the world through her 
writing. Inspired by her love for chemistry and logic, she is now 
pursuing her studies in science and focusing on a degree in 
industrial process engineering. Her Animae series, published 
under her name by the Éditions de l’Epée et le Livre de Poche, 
proved a great success. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Tatiana Dublin 
EN MER INCONNUE 

(All at Sea) 
Bragelonne, 145,000 words 

 

◊ An unusual heroine: clever and favouring reason, 
with an unbridled sexuality 

◊ A very sensual novel, with a male protagonist who 
is both realistic and charismatic 

◊ The first instalment of a family saga that plays on 
the conventions of mystery and piracy fiction 

She believed it was a weakness, but love can be the 
greatest strength of all. 

May 1837. Ann Blackson, a rich British heiress, is out of 
place in high society because of her unconventional 
behaviour. She nonetheless agreed to a marriage of 
convenience with a cousin. When he inexplicably flees to 
the United States shortly before their wedding day, she is 
determined to find him and hastily boards a departing ship. 
But far from a luxury vessel, The Mermaid turns out to be 
a rough ship captained by a man with murky intentions. 
Unwillingly caught up in a vile trade she disapproves, the 
young woman finds help in the gruff second mate. She 
makes him her lover, thinking he is merely satisfying her 
physical desires, but he will slowly break down the walls 
she has so carefully built. Overwhelmed by what is 
happening on the ship and what is being awoken within 
her, the very pragmatic Ann risks seeing her life turned 
upside down by this dramatic journey. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Tatiana Dublin’s world consists of a 
husband, two children, three degus and four cats. She spends her 
spare time devouring books, TV series and films. She is obsessed 
with chocolate, and of course, writing.  
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FEEL	GOOD	
 

Anne Thoumieux 
LE VOYAGE DE WENDY 

(Wendy’s Journey The Backpack Effect �) 
First, April 2018, 224 pages 

 

◊ A beautiful initiatory novel full of hope. 

◊ Universal and accessible to all readers. 

Wendy is a young woman with an ordinary life. But one 
day, fate drives her to the unthinkable. In just a few 
months, Wendy has to say farewell to her mother, her 
father and her grandmother. At 23 years old, she is left 
alone. How can she keep faith, by herself in this big empty 
world? 

A surprising encounter in a bar will turn her world upside 
down and lead her to Argentina, land of tango and 
Patagonia... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Anne Thoumieux works as a 
journalist and is the author of different lifestyle books. 

Caroline Franc 
MISSION HYGGE 

First, May 2018, 224 pages 

 

◊ An ode to simplicity and trust 

◊ Feel good novel! Hygge, a trendy lifestyle. 

Chloé works as a journalist. She has just returned from Iraq 
with a bag full of memories that wakes her up at night. 
When her publishing director sends her to a lost fisher’s 
village in Denmark to investigate about their way of life, it 
feels like the final blow! 

She complains, she is cold, and she asks herself whether 
she is not being put aside. Little did she know that the 
people she was about to meet and the places she was 
about to discover would give her a new perspective about 
life. She would discover a culture based on simplicity and 
trust which might well become her new life motto... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Caroline Franc is a 1st generation 
influencer, journalist, lifestyle author, scriptwriter and blogger. She 
started her blog Pensées by Caro 12 years ago! 

 
 

Roxane Dambre 
UN KARMA PRESQUE PARFAIT 

(An Almost Perfect Karma) 
Calmann Levy, April 2018, 300 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle Polish nor Hungarian 
rights for this title. 

The hilarious and endearing adventures of a young 
Parisian in pursuit of a job. 

When you’re 29, being bored at work all day is hard to 
swallow. But finding a new job, in France, in 2018, now 
that’s a challenge, bordering on the im- possible. Despite 
that, young Siloé, who is literally sick of being under-em- 
ployed, calls her three best friends up for a brainstorming 
session in their favorite bar. The goal: to revamp her 
resumé and land a dream job. 

But here’s the thing: Siloé, a pretty Parisian brunette with a 
touch of OCD - including a strong addiction to 
homeopathic pills - is also really clumsy, one might go so 
far as to call her a goofball. And certain things tend to 
happen only to her... Like receiving threats from some sort 
of psycho after having vaguely insulted him as he was 
parking, then finding herself being inter- viewed by said 
psycho just two days later. Only Valérien, the psychopath 
in question, a tall, dark-haired handsome young man with 
smoldering eyes, has a younger sister whose beauty is a 
source of attraction for the worst kind of men, and who 
looks just a tad like Siloé. So, he brokers a deal: he will 
prepare her for her interviews, because face it, she needs 
all the help she can get, what with her mix of naivety and 
candor. In exchange, all Siloé must do is give him advice on 
how to get rid of his sister’s toxic and shady boyfriend. 

Obviously, nothing goes according to plan...and because of 
a misunders- tanding caused by Valérien’s sister, Siloé gets 
fired. Now how will she pay for her rent and her pills? Left 
with no options, she is in dire need of a job. What will 
Siloé find on the other side of this road she’s on? A job? A 
lover? Both? Or nothing at all? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Roxane Dambre, 30, has been 
writing for as long as she can remember. Despite working as an 
industrial process engineer, she dedicates all her free time to 
writing. Her first series, ANIMAE, was translated in the United 
States and received the Readers Choice Award 2015 from the 
Antre-Monde book store, and the Golden Pen 2015, catego- ry 
New Pen (Nouvelle Plume). Her SCORPI series, published in 
2016, has also won her several awards, including the Grand Prix 
de l’Imaginaire 2017. 
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BIO	&	HISTORICAL 
 

Christian Jacq 
PHARAON 

(Pharaoh) 
MON ROYAUME EST DE CE MONDE 

XO, October 2018, 572 pages 

 
◊ Christian Jacq (41 novels, 27 million copies sold 

worldwide in 29 languages). 

◊ This novel, where the Pharaoh speaks in the first 
person, tells the extraordinary life of one of the 
greatest kings of ancient Egypt. 

◊ Featuring passion, combat, ancestral wisdom and 
search for harmony, with this novel, Christian Jacq 
immerses us in the adventures and secrets of one 
of the greatest kings of Egypt. 

In the series of great novels that have made his success, 
Christian Jacq makes us relive the incredible story of 
Pharaoh Thutmose III (1504-1450), who will be later 
nicknamed the Egyptian Napoleon. 

Redoubtable strategist, fearless warrior, Thutmosis fought 
back all attacks against Egypt. But the man was also a 
scholar who had at heart the constant improvement of the 
lot of his people. Madly in love with the remarkable 
musician Satiah, he was the first Egyptian king to be called 
Pharaoh. Chosen by the gods, Thutmosis III was too young 
to rule. A woman, the famous Hatchepsout, therefore ran 
the country in his place. At the death of the Pharaoh 
Queen, he was forced to leave his dear libraries to 
exercise real power. A great connoisseur of sacred texts, 
writer, botanist, concerned about public health, Thutmosis 
is confronted with a major danger from the beginning of 
his reign. Building on its weakness, a coalition formed in 
Syria has plans to invade Egypt. The Egyptian Napoleon will 
have to conduct seventeen military campaigns to reduce 
his adversaries to powerlessness. Intrepid, he will lead his 
professional army beyond the Euphrates, with considerable 
risks. Wise, this pharaoh drew himself the scenes of the 
Book of the hidden chamber on the walls of his tomb in 
the Valley of Kings. And the twelve hours of night, leading 
to the resurrection of the sun, will punctuate his existence. 
A great builder, he notably built the temple at Karnak 
dedicated to the initiation of high priests. Faced with 
adversity and the severe blows that destiny brought him, 
Tuthmosis never gave up. And his kingdom, inspired by 
celestial harmony, was of this world. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: After studying Philosophy and 
Classics, Jacq obtained a PhD in Egyptian Studies at the Sorbonne. 
He published about twenty essays, as well as novels, which, 
arouse the passion of readers, in France and abroad. Christian 
Jacq is now translated into twenty-nine languages. 

	

 
Mireille Calmel 

LA FILLE DES TEMPLIERS (1 & 2) 
(The Girl Of The Knight Templars, vol 1 & 2) 

XO, May & October 2018, 380 pages 

 

◊ Suspense, ambushes, love and betrayal 

With this new series, Mireille Calmel, great figure of the 
French historical novel, presents an adventure both 
thrilling and mysterious. She offers us a fascinating dive 
into one of the best-kept secrets in history. 

1322. Kingdom of France. Flore is on the run for England, 
Jeanne is hunted down in old Paris ... These two women 
have, at first sight, nothing in common: the first is a peasant, 
the second is the mistress of the King. Yet both hold a 
secret on which depends the future of the kingdom, the 
secret of the Knight Templars: the location of an immense 
treasure, but also that of the Tablets of the law which, 
alone, can confer divine power to the King. 

But since the last Great Master of the Order of the 
Temple was burned in the public square, a terrible curse 
has fallen on the king and his sons. All will perish unless 
Flore and Jeanne can guide in time the King's soldiers to 
the heart of the forest of Oriens where a great secret lies: 
the sarcophagus of Saint Colombe, the key to all mysteries. 

But for this, the King's men will have to avoid traps, pitfalls 
... and subterfuges. Because who really are Flore and 
Jeanne? And who is hiding behind the leader of this infernal 
pursuit, the cruel Inquisitor Simon de la Chartre? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Mireille Calmel has written 
songs, novellas, stories, and plays, one of which, a play for 
adolescents, won a prize. In 1995, when she was penniless, 
she began to write Eleonor’s Bed. It was a huge success: 
almost a million copies sold throughout the world. Then 
came whith success the next two sagas: The House of the 
Wolves (2003) and Lady Pirate (2005) 
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Jean-Daniel Baltassat  
LA TRISTESSE DES FEMMES EN MOUSSELINE 

(The Sorrow of the Women Dressed in Muslin) 
Calmann-Lévy, August 2018 

 
◊ The life of Berthe Morisot, an avant-garde artist 

and free spirit who refused to bend to the social 
conventions of her time  

◊ “An erudite and poetic journey through the great 
pain-tings of the end of the 19th century, in which 
Baltassat writes of the influence that Berthe 
Morisot’s aesthetics left on Paul Valéry, touch by 
touch. A novel best read in a museum, amidst 
masterpieces." Le Monde des Livres 

◊ An immersion in the world of 19th-century 
Parisian artists, where Degas, Manet and Monet 
were already confronting their differing visions of 
both art and life 

◊ Profound reflections on beauty and art that link 
poetry and painting and defend an overall 
aesthetic that brings light and meaning to people’s 
lives, even in history’s darkest hours. 

February, 1945: Paris. A newspaper article and a 
watercolor painting by Berthe Morisot draw Paul Valéry 
into reminiscing about his late 19th-century youth, when 
he rubbed shoulders with Mallarmé, Degas, Corot, 
Manet, Monet and so many others  

1945, Paris. Paul Valéry is an old and solitary man, 
indifferent to the horrific events of his times. Until one day 
he is confronted with the terrible reality of the discovery of 
the Nazi concentration camps. Searching for answers, he 
delves into memories from his youth �and reopens a little 
notebook he inherited fifty years earlier from the painter 
Berthe Morisot. As he reads the pages in which the artist 
weaves together her memories and a quest for beauty, 
Paul Valéry begins to question the meaning of life. �Berthe 
Morisot was at the heart �of the late 19th century’s � creative 
abundance, during which Mallarmé, Degas, Corot, Monet 
and so many others crossed paths. Berthe, a French painter 
and founding member of the avant-garde Impressionist 
movement, was also Edouard Manet’s sister-in-law. �A 
wonderful novel about the meaning of beauty and art. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in �1949, Jean-Daniel Baltassat 
studied art history, film � and photography in Paris. �He became an 
art director for international cosmetics companies. His last novel, 
LE DIVAN DE STALINE (longlisted for the 2013 Goncourt 
prize), was adapted for film by Fanny Ardent, starring Gérard 
Depardieu and Emmanuelle Seigner. 

 
 
 
 

Éric Marchal 
LES HEURES INDOCILES 

(Unruly Times) 
Anne Carrière, September 2018, 608 pages 

 

◊ The new historical novel by the author of La Part 
de l’aube and Le Soleil sous la soie. 

◊ The story of three extraordinary characters. 

1908. In Virginia Woolf’s and Conan Doyle’s London, a 
suffragette, a doctor and an eccentric aristocrat fight to 
the death for the cause of progress.  

Queen Victoria is gone and her son, Edward VI, is getting 
closer to his European neighbours. The British old world is 
cracking under the impulse of avant-garde groups like the 
Suffragette Movement, who fight fiercely to get women the 
right to vote. This is no time for revolution but for a 
societal rebellion that won’t let itself be muffled any longer. 

Three extraordinary characters : Olympe Lovell, a warrior 
fighting for Emmeline Pankhurst, the figurehead of the 
Suffragettes. Thomas Belamy, the Annamite, a doctor at St 
Bartholomew, London’s oldest hospital. He works in the 
brand new emergency service and runs an unconventional 
department with the intention of uniting western and 
Chinese medicines. Last but not least, the most eccentric 
of British aristocrats, a poet and a gifted hoaxer in search 
of the perfect masterpiece, the ultimate hoax in human 
history.  

Each and eveyone of them is a rebel. Two of them make a 
dangerous pair. With a third partner, they become the 
uncontrollable target of the establishment and of a 
mysterious character who calls himself « the Apostle ». 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Éric Marchal has often been 
nicknamed « the French Ken Follett » by the press. His first four 
novels, INFLUENZA, LE SOLEIL SOUS LA SOIE, LA PART DE 
L’AUBE and LÀ OÙ RÊVENT LES ÉTOILEs, are all bestsellers.  
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Thierry Montoriol  
LE ROI CHOCOLAT 

(The Chocolate King) 
Gaia, August 2018, 432 pages 

 

◊ Sélections Prix du style 2018 et Talents 
cultura 2018  

◊ Pierre-François Lardet's journey from the 
discovery of business potential to his personal 
bankruptcy, including the success of the Banania 
brand. 

◊ A hero who proves curious and open to new 
challenges but get caught up in his mistakes, until 
pushed to exile. 

◊ An adventure populated with legends and myths 
around cocoa... 

◊ A novel that traces back the origins of one of the 
most famous brands of the 20th century. 

During a trip to Nicaragua, journalist Pierre-François 
Lardet discovered a delicious drink made of banana 
flour, cocoa, crushed grain, and sugar in a village in the 
heart of the forest. On his return to Paris, Pierre-
François Lardet decided to reproduce this recipe for 
commercial purposes, and founded the Banania 
company. 

In 1910, a journalist heads off to Latin America for the 
inauguration of an opera house and is taken captive by the 
Aztecs, who are mixed up with the Mexican revolution 
and arms trafficking. Disgusted by the grilled grasshoppers 
and stuffed iguanas he is served, he survives on a drink 
made from sugar, bananas and pound cocoa. When he 
gets back to Paris, he deploys his alchemy skills to recreate 
the sacred beverage and introduces it to his children, then 
to his neighbourhood, and ultimately to the whole of 
France, even as far as the trenches. Banania is born. Based 
on the actual notebooks of its inventor, this novel tells the 
tale of a scarcely believable adventure. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Thierry Montoriol was born in 1957. 
A sailor and a journalist, he combines his passion for news with a 
love of writing. A feature writer for the magazine Bateaux, he has 
also contributed to the weekly Le Point and Le Parisien 
newspaper. When not out reporting, he divides his time between 
Paris, the Ile aux Moines in Brittany, and the rest of the world. He 
is the author of LE BAISER DE LA TORTUE (Gaïa, 2016). 

 

 

 

 

Thierry Froger 
Les Nuits d’Ava  

(The Nightlife of Ava) 
Actes Sud, August 2018, 336 pages 

 

◊ Following the quest of an eccentric historian to 
track down some (real? apocryphal? lost?) photos 
in the 1990s, this novel explores how images, 
reminiscences, memory, icons, symbols and 
secrets are manufactured.  

◊ A whirlwind of a novel blending fact and fiction 
and depicting the squandering of an inheritance in 
both the literal and the figurative sense. 

◊ An enchanting novelistic adventure of rare 
elegance and richness. 

Rome, August 1958. In between shooting her latest film 
in Spain, Ava Gardner invented the dolce vita which 
Federico Fellini went on to turn into the subject of one of 
the first great films of the modern era.  

One very drunken night, she drags her director of 
photography Peppino Rotunno off for a photo shoot 
inspired by the great nudes in the history of art. Roughly a 
century earlier, Gustave Courbet, had also invented 
something rather different… 

Les Nuits d’Ava spans the four decades in which our age 
was invented, encompassing the heights of Hollywood 
glamour and a doubt-ridden provincial adolescence, and 
the dizzying highs of glory and the abject depths of 
solitude, while exploring the ideological divide between 
two French generations and the corrupt corridors of 
American power. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: In 2016, Thierry Froger made a big 
impact with his first novel SAUVE QUI PEUT (LA 
RÉVOLUTION), which received enthusiastic reviews and won 
the Prix Envoyé par la Poste. It cast Godard and Danton into the 
whirlwind of history and social revolt. In 2014, his poetry 
collection RETARDS LÉGENDAIRES DE LA PHOTOGRAPHIE 
(Flammarion, 2013) won the Prix Henry-Mondor awarded by 
the Académie française. LES NUITS D’AVA is his second novel. 
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Catherine Bardon 
LES DÉRACINÉS 
(The Uprooted Ones) 

Les Escales, May 2018, 690 pages 

 

◊ 25.000 copies sold. 

Based on a true story, this enjoyably novelistic saga will 
immerse you in a little-known facet of Jewish history.  

Vienna, 1931: Wilhelm, a 25-year-old journalist, meets 
Almah, the love of his life, at the heart of Central Europe, 
in the midst of the lively Viennese intellectual café-society 
scene. They soon marry, but their wedded bliss is 
shadowed by the anti-Semitism raging in their country. 
Daily life becomes terrifying, threatening them at the 
slightest misstep or risky action. Over the course of the 
next few years, they see many of their friends and relatives 
escape into exile. After an aggression, Wilhelm’s sister, 
Myriam, decides to flee to the USA;, but their parents can’t 
bring themselves to leave their native land. Although it is a 
wrenching decision, Wilhelm knows he must do everything 
he can to save Almah and their young son, so he, too, 
chooses to leave. Having obtained visas for the USA, they 
are convinced they will be able to join Myriam there. But 
unfortunately…  

Switzerland, 1939: The family is stuck in a refugee camp. 
Their visas were forgeries, and besides, the United States’ 
immigration quota has been reached.  

The situation seems hopeless until a man offers them an 
escape route: help establish a kibbutz in the Dominican 
Republic. The fact is that Trujillo, the local dictator, made a 
deal with the Nazis: he’ll grant 100,000 visas to Jews in 
exchange for funds. In addition, the Jews will provide free 
labor to help develop the island’s infrastructure.  

After a difficult, year-long journey with the other 
“voluntary” exiles, they arrive in Sosúa, in the tropical 
jungle. There, everything – from buildings to society – must 
be built from scratch. Wilhelm and Almah will have to 
learn to work under a withering sun and to find joy in a 
simple life, light-years away from the comfortable 
intellectual life they have been forced to leave behind in 
Austria. But it could also be an opportunity for them to 
reinvent themselves and to put down roots in a new land. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Catherine Bardon is a true 
Dominican Republic-ophile. She has written several tour guides to 
the island, where she lived for many years. She is currently living 
in the Paris area. The Uprooted ones is her first novel.  

 

 
 

Aline Kiner 
LA NUIT DES BÉGUINES 
(The Night Of The Beguines) 

Liana Levi, August 2017, 336 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Neri Pozza), Netherlands 
(Ambo Anthos). 

◊ 40,000 copies sold. 

◊ Three fiercely independent female characters who 
choose to live however they please, at a time 
when women were often ruled by their fathers or 
husbands. 

◊ A well-documented book with a lot of interesting 
historical information about life, politics and 
religion in the Middle Ages. 

◊ The story is set in a beguinage, little known 
structures that date back to the Middle Ages. 
They were compounds with dozens of small 
cottages housing widows or women who wanted 
to leave the outside world without going so far as 
to become nuns. 

◊ A feminine « Name of the rose » that’s hard to 
put down. 

Brilliantly interweaving the high points of the reign of 
Philip the Fair with the daily life of medieval Paris, 
intermingling the fates of fictional and real characters, 
Aline Kiner carries us along in fascinated suspense.  

It’s an enclave in the heart of Paris, until now protected by 
the king. In the great beguinage, widowed or unmarried, 
rich or poor, women are subject to no rule nor any 
authority. They may study, work, manage their property, 
and circulate freely. Ysabel chose to withdraw here twenty 
years ago. For Ade as well, the beguinage is a refuge, 
withdrawn from the world. But a newcomer is about to 
shatter the tranquillity of this little universe.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Aline Kiner is editor-in-chief of 
special issues of the journal Sciences et Avenir. She has compiled 
numerous dossiers on the Middle Ages and interviewed the 
greatest medievalists: Georges Duby, Jacques Le Goff, and Claude 
Gauvard. Editions Liana Levi has published LE JEU DU PENDU 
(2011) and LA VIE SUR LE FIL (2014). LA NUIT DES BÉGUINES 
took three years of research and writing. 

“Very well documented, building on solid sources Aline Kiner 
brilliantly juggles history and fiction.” �Le Figaro  
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THRILLER	/	CRIME	/	NOIR	
 

David Müller 
ERECTUS 

(Homo Erectus) 
XO, September 2018, 350 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter and synopsis available. 

◊ A race against time to find a vaccine against the 
Kruger virus, alongside political and economic 
conspiracies. 

◊ A novel full of interesting scientific and ethical 
concepts and issues about humanity and its 
environment. 

◊ A heroine who is deeply personally concerned by 
the disease and who will do everything in her 
power to save those who have been infected.   

◊ A fast-paced science thriller very much in the 
mold of those by Michael Crichton, James 
Patterson, Robin Cook, Douglas and Richard 
Preston with a highly original concept that is 
scientifically plausible. 

Erectus asks the stunning question: What if we all 
became prehistoric humans again? The terrifiying 
spectre of humanity’s regression. 

A young French paleontologist has just dug up a 10 million-
year-old archaeopteryx, when she receives a visit from a 
WHO representative informing her of a strange discovery 
in South Africa, where a healthy elephant calf has not two 
but four tusks. Could it be that the controversial theories 
on the capacity of species to regress are being confirmed? 
Soon, what was just a hypothesis has become a global 
nightmare, with contagion by virus affecting not just animals 
and plants, but also humans themselves. The 
metamorphosis is rapid and spectacular. Around the globe, 
erectus with jutting jaws and flat foreheads are sowing 
panic among the population. The authorities find 
themselves overwhelmed, and militias form to eradicate 
these prehistoric creatures. The erectus do not grasp our 
language or understand our social way of life, but they have 
their own sense of a group. When threatened, they 
develop evasive strategies and set traps, often proving to 
be unpredictable and dangerous.  The debate is raging at 
the UN: are the erectus humans? All available evidence, 
however, points to a South African laboratory of a 
shadowy multinational biotech firm as ground zero for the 
“Kruger virus” and the possibility that Russia was aware of 
the highly contagious nature of the virus among humans 
months earlier. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  David Müller is a science journalist 
with a Ph.D. in physics; ERECTUS, which is five years in the 
making, is his first major book.  

 
 

Nicolas Beuglet 
COMPLOT  
(The Alliance) 

XO, May 2018, 496 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Czech and Slovak (Albatros Media). 

◊ After LE CRI (The Scream) 200.000 copies sold, 
translated into 5 languages.  

◊ The plot explores the prime secrets of humanity.  

◊ A shocking revelation about what was, a long time 
ago, the power of women. 

An island stricken by icy winds, in Norway on the edge 
of the Arctic Circle. Atop a cliff, the naked and martyred 
corpse of a woman. The Norwegian Prime Minister.  

Her hands grip a piece of white chalk. Below, on a 
corniche, the hollowed out head of a bull. 

Faced with this crime scene, as terrifying as it is bizarre, the 
Norwegian authorities have no other choice but to call in 
Sarah Geringën, the ex-special forces agent and super-
investigator who was in charge of the investigation in The 
Scream, Nicolas Beuglet’s previous novel. 

Sarah discovers that the victim was killed by sword 
and  that between her toes there is a miniscule tattoo with 
the word “Etta”. While researching the crime she discovers 
that the same type of crimes happened….2700 years ago. 
Soon after, she unearths a sanctuary beneath the Prime 
Minister’s house. Inside she finds a computer and the 
references of three women in charge of carrying out an 
incredible mission: restoring the power of women. 

Next to the names of these women are three dates, very 
close together. This sounds like a guarantee of mayhem. 

Sarah is sure that these women are in danger. When she 
starts feeling the shadow of a killer hovering around her 
the elite policewoman understands that a deadly hunt has 
begun to stop them. 

And keep men in power… 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Nicolas Beuglet is 43-year-old. After 
fifteen years at the channel M6, he decided to concentrate his 
time to writing screenplays and novels. The Scream, his previous 
novel published by XO, sold more than 200,000 copies (all 
formats) and will soon be adapted into an international TV series 
(6 x 52 minutes). 

 

R O M A N

X A V I E R  M Ü L L E RX A V I E R 
M Ü L L E R

Tout commence au Parc Kruger, la célèbre réserve naturelle 
d’Afrique du Sud. En quelques jours, des animaux, mais aussi 
des plantes, retrouvent leur forme préhistorique. Spectacle sur-
réaliste. Et effrayant. 

Dépêchée en urgence, une scientifique française, Audrey Jauffret, 
tente de comprendre les ressorts de cette régression sidérante. 

Mais très vite, c’est le choc : une première victime humaine est 
signalée, non loin d’un port. L’homme s’est métamorphosé. Il arbore 
des mâchoires proéminentes, est couvert de poils, ne parle plus. 

Bientôt, à New York, Paris, Genève, mais aussi en Chine et au 
fin fond de la Sibérie, des homo-erectus apparaissent en meute, 
déboussolés, imprévisibles, semant la panique dans la popu-
lation. Ce qui n’était qu’une hypothèse hasardeuse devient un 
cauchemar planétaire.

Partout, des milices anti-préhistoriques se forment. Les gouver-
nements sont dépassés, les chercheurs plongés dans un abîme 
d’angoisse : de quel virus s’agit-il ?

À l’ONU, le débat fait rage : les erectus sont-ils encore 
des hommes ? Faut-il les considérer comme des ancêtres à 
protéger ou des bêtes sauvages à éliminer ? 

Audrey, elle, a tranché. Son compagnon, Yann, a été infecté. 
Jusqu’au dernier moment, elle s’accroche à l’espoir de sauver 
l’homme qu’elle ne reconnaît plus…

ET SOUDAIN L’HUMANITÉ
SE MIT À RÉGRESSER

ERECTUS
ER
EC
TU
S

TERRIFIANT ET VERTIGINEUX

Images © Photo12 et Shutterstock
Couverture : Bruno Barbette

Xavier Müller a 44 ans. Journaliste et écrivain, il est docteur ès Sciences.

XX,XX € TTC. FRANCE
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Sandrine Collette 
JUSTE APRÈS LA VAGUE 

(After The Wave) 
Denoël, January 2018, 336 pages  

 

◊ English sample available. 

◊ Rights sold in: Czech Republic (Omega). 

◊ Longlisted for the Grand Prix RTL Lire. 

◊ An immersion in the psychology of abandoned 
children and their survival instinct. 

◊ The style tacks back and forth between action and 
introspection, will shake readers up, just as the 
rough seas toss the characters about, with slower, 
introspective moments as well as action-packed 
ones. 

◊ The survivalist, adventure aspect echoes the 
cinematic codes of books like Waterworld and The 
Life of Pi. 

A heart-breaking story of parents who are forced to 
choose amongst their children, and of the three 
abandoned children, who are tyring to make sense of 
their fate.  

Water has flooded everything. On a small island of dry 
land, a family of eleven has survived. The boat that can 
save them can only carry eight. For the last six days, 
they’ve prayed for help to arrive, but only debris and 
swollen bodies float around their island. And the water 
continues to rise. Madie, the mother, understands that they 
must leave. Pata, the father, has calculated that it will take 
twelve days in their little boat to reach higher ground, but 
the boat can only hold eight people. Madie refuses to 
choose between their nine children, but because Pata 
knows that this is the only way to save his family, he makes 
an impossible choice: they will take the two eldest, who 
will be able to help Pata row, and the four youngest, who 
need their mother. The three middle children can take 
care of themselves. Pata tells himself that they’ll manage 
just fine and once they reach higher ground, he will return 
with help. A terrifying story between a small boat alone in 
the ocean and three children fending for themselves on an 
island being swallowed up by the waves. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sandrine Collette was born in 1970. 
She previously wrote DES NŒUDS D’ACIER (Best Crime Novel 
Award 2013, adapted to the big screen), UN VENT DE 
CENDRES (2014), SIX FOURMIS BLANCHES (2015), IL RESTE 
LA POUSSIÈRE (Landerneau Noir Award 2016) and LES 
LARMES NOIRES SUR LA TERRE (2017). All of Sandrine 
Collette’s novels have met commercial and critical success. 
 
 
 
 

Cai Jun 
LA RIVIÈRE DE LA VIE ET DE LA MORT 

(The River of Oblivion) 
XO, June 2018, 350 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold: English, Korean, Thai, Vietnamese, 
Czech (Omega), Slovakia (Albatros Media) 

◊ 13 million copies sold in China. 

◊ A puzzle of daunting complexity, as powerful as 
original. 

◊ A novel that plunges the reader into 
contemporary China, where success has become a 
core value and corruption infiltrate all social 
relations. 

◊ A sort of magical realism that is reminiscent of 
South American literature. 

The bestselling novel of the Chinese Stephen King. 

Shanghai, June 1995. On a rainy night, Shen Ming, a high 
school teacher admired and appreciated by his students, is 
stabbed to death. A short time before, two others, 
including a student, had been killed on the high school 
campus. In charge of the investigation, Inspector Huang Hai 
is unable to find a link between all these crimes. Each new 
answer leads to a new question. As if clarity was in itself an 
illusion... 

Nine years later, in October 2004, a gifted young boy, Si 
Wang, is adopted by Shen Ming’s ex-fiancée, a very rich 
woman whose social status allows her a lot of power. At 
this same moment, new murders take place in the city. 
And what if the child held the secret to these serial 
murders? And what if he was the reincarnation of the 
professor who had come back for revenge? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Shanghai in 1978, Cai Jun 
began writing at the age of 22. His novels immediately meet with 
success. Today, known for his inexhaustible imagination and 
incredible sense of suspense, he is one of the best-selling authors 
in China. Nicknamed “the Chinese Stephen King”, he has 
published some thirty new thrillers and anthologies, and sold 
more than 13 million books. Largely adapted to film and 
television, its international influence continues to grow. 
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Emmanuel Grand 
TERMINUS BELZ 

Liana Lévi, January 2014, 368 pages 

 

◊ English sample available. 

◊ Rights sold in Germany (Aufbau), Spain 
(Salamandra), Russia (Sindbad). 

◊ Awarded the Prix Polar SNCF 2016. 

◊ An unsettling tale in a magnificent and menacing 
natural setting that is the only true master of 
sailors and other men’s fates.  

◊ Human folly and superstition, as well as small-
town gossip, make for a threatening atmosphere.  

◊ The plot weaves social commentary in with 
themes like illegal immigration and sailors’ difficult 
working conditions.  

Marko, an illegal alien with the Rumanian mafia on his 
trail, is hiding out on the island of Belz, in Brittany, 
where he works on a fishing boat. He is confronted with 
a world steeped in superstition.  

Marko has decided to leave Ukraine for France, illegally. 
But the trip doesn’t go as planned: the two guides rape the 
young woman who is traveling with them. The men step 
in, take their money, and slip away. With the Rumanian 
mafia on their trail, they part ways. Marko heads west, 
eventually finding a job on a fishing boat on a small island 
called Belz. What seemed like a perfect situation quickly 
turns into a nightmare: everybody on the island knows 
everybody else, fishermen live in miserable conditions, and 
there’s not enough work to go around. When a man is 
viciously murdered, the police lock the island down in 
order to interrogate everyone. But if they interrogate 
Marko, they’ll find out that he’s an illegal alien, and he’ll be 
deported. Once he has hidden from the police, he has to 
continue to lay low. Other strange events ensue, and 
fishermen’s superstitions crop up. Marko feels trapped 
between the demons of his own past, a threatening 
community, the police manhunt and the Rumanian mafia. 
Masks finally fall, and having faced down both his fear of 
the sea and of death, Marko is welcomed into the 
community.  

A thriller with a threatening atmosphere and relentless 
suspense. the madness and supernatural events evoke 
David Lynch’s Twin Peaks.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

René Manzor 
APOCRYPHE 

(Apocryphal) 
Calmann Levy, October 2018, 400 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle rights in Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Poland and Hungary. 

An epic and violent saga, successfully combining fiction 
and historical reconstruction. 

Jerusalem, in the year 30. As the rain beats down, three 
crucified people battle for each breath to not be their last. 
The downpour chases away the few spectators come to 
watch. Only one person firmly stands his ground on 
Golgotha. A seven year old boy who has escaped adult 
supervision. His eyes never leave the man nailed to the 
cross in the middle. Despite the violence of the vision 
before him, the child does not cry. The expression on his 
face even hints at some resentment towards this redeemer 
who gave so much to others, and so little to him. His name 
is David of Nazareth. The son of the tormented Yeshua, 
said to be the King of the Jews. 

Seven years later, at the heart of the Judea desert. The 
young David grew up on a secluded farm with his mother 
Mariamné. Tired of a life in hiding, a wind of revolt blows 
inside him, mirroring the tremors tearing through Palestine, 
drained by two decades of Roman occupation. Driven by a 
desire for emancipation and to take part in the recent 
upheavals, David runs away to Jerusalem. Thus, begins a 
journey punctuated by secrets, betrayal, political intrigue 
and military strategies, leading him to uncover the truth, 
carefully hidden from him for years to protect him. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: René Manzor is a scriptwriter, 
filmmaker and author. With just three novels, he has set himself 
apart as one of the new French thriller names and was awarded 
with the Prix Cognac du polar Francophone for CELUI DONT 
LE NOM N’EST PLUS (Kero, 2014). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



THRILLER / CRIME / NOIR 

 44 

Bernard Minier 
SOEURS 

(The Sisters) 
XO, April 2018, 465 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle rights in Czech, 
Hungarian, Latvian, Polish and Slovak languages. 

◊ Bernard Minier’s bestselling thrillers are translated 
into 20 languages. 

◊ The tv series adapted from the Frozen Dead 
(GLACÉ), first novel of the “Servaz series”, is 
broadcast on Netflix worldwide. 

Fear, submission, lies, manipulation the new thriller by 
Bernard Minier. 

May 1993. Two sisters, Alice 20 years old and Amber 21 
years old, are found dead on the banks of the Garonne. 
Clad in communion dresses, they face each other, attached 
to two tree trunks. The young Martin Servaz, newly 
inducted into the criminal police squad of Toulouse, 
participates in his first investigation. He quickly becomes 
interested in Erik Lang, a well-known thriller writer whose 
work is as cruel as it is disturbing. 

Weren’t the two sisters his fans? Wasn’t one of his best 
sellers called The Communicant? The case has an 
unexpected and violent outcome, leaving Servaz crippled 
with doubt: in this investigation, he believes, a piece is 
missing, an essential piece. 

February 2018. On an ice-cold evening the writer Erik Lang 
discovers his wife assassinated... also wearing a communion 
dress. Twenty-five years after the double murder the affair 
comes back to haunt Martin Servaz. The shock arouses his 
initial fears...to the point of obsession. 

A spouse, two sisters, three communicants...and what if the 
1993 investigation indicted the wrong man? For Servaz, the 
past, resurfacing, will turn into a nightmare. A nightmare 
written in black ink. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Bernard Minier’s novels have sold 
2.5 million copies in France. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Natalie Carter & Nicolas dn’Estienne d’Orves 
LE SILENCE ET LA FUREUR 

(The Silence and the Fury) 
XO, March 2018, 361 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle Bulgarian nor 
Hungarian rights for this title. 

◊ Rights sold in: Czech Republic (Albatros Media / 
XYZ). 

◊ A psychological thriller in an oppressive 
atmosphere of unresolved crimes and unpunished 
passions 

◊ A virtuoso four-handed novel, by Nicolas 
d’Estienne d’Orves and his mother, the 
screenwriter Nathalie Carter, that plunges the 
readers into the troubled waters of a family drama 

◊ Music, islands, faraway lakes, engulfing nature & a 
deadly piano 

Luke’s return will resonate like a cataclysm on this 
cursed soil. And the fury will soon surge from the 
silence! 

A lost lake in Ontario and, in the middle, a cragged little 
island where the evil wind of suspicion blows. Max King, a 
pianist beloved worldwide, lives there reclusively, a 
prisoner of his obsessions and nightmares... 

Ten years before, a drama condemned him to silence: the 
slightest note on the keyboard causes him unbearable pain. 
For this grand artist, music has become his executioner. 
Max sees no one other than his housekeeper, Susan. Not 
his wife Fiona, not his son Luke, who has left the island and 
who everyone once referred to as the “Little Prince”... A 
future pianist of genius, like his father. Luke’s return will 
resonate like a cataclysm on this cursed soil. And the fury 
will soon surge from the silence! 

A virtuoso four-handed novel, by Nicolas d’Estienne 
d’Orves and his mother, the screenwriter Nathalie Carter, 
that plunges the readers into the troubled waters of a 
family drama. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1974, Nicolas d'Estienne 
d'Orves is a journalist and writer. He is a cultural columnist on 
music, literature and cinema and the author of a dozen books, 
among which LA SAINTE FAMILLE (2005), LES ORPHELINS DU 
MAL (XO, 2007), L’ENFANT DU PREMIER MATIN, (XO, 2012, 
Prix des Romancières). 
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Jérémy Fel  
HELENA 

Payot & Rivages, August 2018, 702 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Russia (Eksmo). 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix Filigranes and Prix du 
Style. 

◊ Inside the mind of a young psychopath, from his 
traumatisms to his victims. 

◊ Characters who plunge – each in their own way – 
into a kind of madness, who will do anything for 
revenge.  

◊ A stiflingly oppressive atmosphere studded with 
strange hallucinations, centered on a house with a 
past fraught with trauma... 

◊ In the tradition of Stephen King, Gabriel Tallent 
and Joyce Carol Oates. 

With implacable mastery, Jérémy Fel explores the 
mechanisms of violence through a family tragedy.  

Since the death of her husband, Norma has been doing 
everything she can to make sure her children have a 
normal life. Graham, the eldest, is going to school in 
Topeka, now that he’s abandoned his dreams of travel. 
Cindy, the baby of the family, is getting ready for her first 
“Mini Miss” competition; she’s on her way to becoming a 
famous model. Even fragile, impulsive Tommy, 17, seems 
to have gotten back on his feet after getting kicked out of 
high school, especially since his mother found him a job in 
a grocery store. But one day, Norma lends a helping hand 
to Hayley, a young golfer from a good family, whose car 
has broken down not far from their house. That is the 
tipping point. A dramatic turn of events will bind the 
characters to each other inexorably. Each and every one of 
them is trapped, caught in an infernal spiral they would do 
anything to escape from. Anything, no matter how awful. 
And then there’s Helena… Thanks to an exceptional sense 
of suspense and an extremely modern writing style, 
influenced by movies and American TV series, Jérémy Fel 
serves up an explosive cocktail: an absolutely addictive 
psychological thriller with characters bursting with 
contradictions – they are both predators and prey. With 
this gigantic narrative puzzle, the author asks a question 
that goes to the very heart of who we are: how far can a 
loving mother go to defend her children if they commit the 
unspeakable? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jérémy Fel has written screenplays 
for short films and owned a bookstore. He is currently working 
on a screen adaptation of his first novel, LES LOUPS À LEUR 
PORTE (2016 Polar en Série Prize). HELENA is his second novel. 

 
 “Fascination and sleepless nights guaranteed.” Livres-

Hebdo 

Jérémy Fel 
LES LOUPS À LEUR PORTE 

(The Wolves At Their Door) 
Rivages, September 2015, 448 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (DTV), Russia (Eksmo). 

◊ Winner of: Prix du Polar en séries 2016. 

◊ Long-listed for the Prix du Style 2015. 

◊ This dark, fast-paced page-turned is like a cross 
between Stephen King’s dark vision and the 
violence of family relations in Joyce Carol Oates’s 
work.  

◊ A startlingly realistic writing style that portrays 
with both precision and subtlety just how far 
violence and monstrosity can go. 

◊ Ambiguous characters, who all have at least a 
touch of humanity; the serial killer’s psychology is 
reminiscent of My Friend Dahmer (Abrams, 2012). 

In a fast-paced and Machiavellian first novel, Jérémy Fel 
explores the limits of human cruelty. The author weaves 
several dark and violent tales into the story of a serial 
killer who changes his identity after killing his parents, 
taking us through the American mid-west from the 
1970s to the present day. 

This is the story of Daryl Greer, an ordinary young 
American who turns into a serial killer by the name of 
Walter after burning his parent’s house down when he 
was still a teen. A few years later, Walter has a son with a 
young woman named Mary Beth, who leaves the boy with 
a couple she knows, for his own safety. The son, Scott, is 
raised by the Lambs until he turns 16, when Walter 
kidnaps him and sets off to find Mary Beth. After a 
terrifying chase scene, Mary Beth manages to rescue her 
son from his ultra-violent father’s clutches. 

Sub-plots also tell the story of a serial killer on the loose in 
the region of Nantes, France; of a child-abusing camp 
counselor; and of a man who, after a crime of passion, 
saves a young woman by helping her fly to the USA... All 
these disparate strands come together into a single 
narrative of man’s barbarity, but also of hope for 
redemption. 

 “A fascinatingly Faulkner-esque construction.”  L’Obs 

 “Bristling with American culture, but never weighed down by 
the references, Jeremy Fel has written a brilliant debut novel in 
the guise of a fictional jigsaw puzzle, while demonstrating 
tremendous mastery in both narration and construction.” “A 
highly addictive tale: shades of Stephen King and David Lynch.”  
Vogue 
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Denis Lépée  
LES ENGLOUTIS  

(The Submerged) 
L’Observatoire, Mars 2018, �400 pages 

 

◊ A gripping investigation spanning Finland and 
Russia that combines elements from a thriller, a 
treasure hunt, and a spy novel,  

◊ A hero full of contradictions, a thrill-seeking deep-
sea diving buff who loves hunting for shipwrecks 
and underwater treasure. 

◊ A style that intertwines the main character’s 
introspectiveness and the suspense of a treasure 
hunt. 

Blending the adventure novel, espionage and the Nordic 
thriller, Denis Lépée returns to the con-temporary novel 
and his extremely popular hero Tommaso Mac Donnell. 

Tommaso Mac Donnell, an archaeologist specialized in 
scuba diving, arrives in the little Finnish town of Kotka. 
Called to the rescue by his boyhood friend and mayor of 
the town, Mika Tonsen, to help calm hostile reactions to 
his landmark eco- nomic project - an offshore wind power 
plant - Tommaso hopes to escape the ghosts of his wife 
and daughter who died in a fire the previous year. As his 
research advances, the protests grow more virulent and a 
mission he believed to be purely scientific reveals many 
grey areas. Why is everyone trying to discourage him, from 
financiers to a young woman journalist? Are the threats 
real, or simply an echo of his own demons? 

Denis Lépée has written 6 novels, reprinted in 
paperback (Pocket) and translated in 10 countries, as well as 
several biographical essays. L’ORDRE DU MONDE, his bestseller 
to date (14 000 cps), introduced readers to the young Tommaso 
Mac Donnell. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noël Balen ! & Vanessa Barrot  
MORT SUR LE GRIL  

(Death on the Grill Gourmet Crimes series vol 4.) 
Fayard, October 2018, �184 pages 

 
◊ A series that lets anyone who’s interested slip 

inside a hard-to-penetrate milieu: the world of fine 
food, with its unique structure. 

◊ Rights for previous title in the series in: Germany 
(BTB) and US/English language (The French 
Book), Russia (Eksmo), Finland (Aviador). 

Ghislain Bergeton was one of the most dreaded culinary 
critics of his generation. Now retired and living in the 
Vaucluse region of Provence, he has just turned eighty and 
spends his days writing his memoirs, compiling an 
exhaustive anthology on truffles and giving the occasional 
lecture on “the art of living à la française.” Journalists Laure 
Grenadier and Paco Alvarez are touring the region to 
research an article and are determined to get an interview 
with the eccentric food critic. 

However, the discovery of Bergeton’s body, mutilated in 
atrocious conditions, turns their plans upside down. The 
stakes are high in the shadow of Mount Ventoux, between 
the muffled rivalries of gourmet food writers, the clashing 
egos of a handful of renowned chefs, and the behaviour of 
certain locals... that is suspicious to say the least! 

�ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Noël Balen and Vanessa Barrot are 
the co-authors of the six-volume series “Crimes gourmands” 
(Fayard), which is currently being adapted for television. 
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(RE)DISCOVERED	WRITER	
 

Gabriel Chevallier  
LA PEUR  

(Fear) 
Le Dilettante, 1930, 328 pages 

 
◊ English sample available. 

◊ Pocket rights sold to Livre de Poche 

◊ Bookclub rights sold to Grand Livre du Mois. 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Adelphi), Spain (Acantilado), 
Catalan (Quaderns Crema), Germany (Nagel & 
Kimche/Hanser Verlag), the Netherlands (Cosée), 
Taiwan (Asian Culture), UK (Serpent’s Tail/Profile 
Books) and the US (New York Review Books 
Classics), Arabic (Centre Culturel Arabe). 

◊ Winner of the Scott Moncrieff Prize for 
Translation (English translation). 

◊ “Gabriel Chevallier, best known for his 
magnificent novel CLOCHEMERLE, has used his 
experiences during World War I to produce a 
work of great intensity, comparable to such great 
literary masterpieces of the period as Henri 
Barbusse’s Under Fire.” —The Daily Mail. 

◊ The events and objects, described in such 
accuracy and detail, are mainly attributed to the 
author's own experience in the war. He has also 
inserted incidents based on documented historical 
events. 

Published in 1930, LA PEUR was a sensation in France. 
Told retrospectively through the voice of a cynical 
intellectual who enlists simply out of curiosity. From the 
shifting roles of grenadier, messenger, reconnoiterer, 
and hospital patient, Chevallier’s protagonist is a lightly 
disguised version of the author himself, tracing his own 
experiences as a soldier. 

1915: Jean Dartemont heads off to the Great War, an 
eager conscript. The only thing he fears is missing the 
action. Soon, however, the vaunted “war to end all wars” 
seems like a war that will never end: whether mired in the 
trenches or going over the top, Jean finds himself caught in 
the midst of an unimaginable, unceasing slaughter. After he 
is wounded, he returns from the front to discover a world 
where no one knows or wants to know any of this. Both 
the public and the authorities go on talking about heroes—
and sending more men to their graves. But Jean refuses to 
keep silent. He will speak the forbidden word. He will tell 
them about fear. 

John Berger has called LA PEUR “a book of the utmost 
urgency and relevance.” A literary masterpiece, it is also an 

essential and unforgettable reckoning with the terrible war 
that gave birth to a century of war. 

 “All the phases of this particularly horrid war, phases that we 
have become accustomed to from later writing, are recounted 
here in a remarkable voice…And, in this prizewinning 
translation by Malcolm Imrie, his writing still has a ferocious 
power…Chevallier’s narrative remains radioactive with pure 
terror, frightening in a way later accounts don’t quite manage. 
It’s hard to believe, given the powerful, almost American 
casualness of his voice, that this is its first American 
appearance. His tone is so inveigling and so amiable as he 
inducts us like witnesses into that great European madness with 
which the past century began, decades before most who will 
read this translation were born. It’s also hard to believe, once 
we’re deeply engaged with the book, that Chevallier is dealing 
with events that are nearly a hundred years in the past, 
deploying prose that’s almost as old. We are lucky his voice 
came through.” —The New York Times Book Review 

"Chevallier’s book...represents that rarest of war narratives—
one that is indispensable, nearly unprecedented, and painfully 
relevant....What makes Chevallier’s book a masterpiece is the 
lucidity of the author’s eyewitness account; its prose moves from 
practical concerns like picking lice to poetic reverie in the space 
of a paragraph, capturing the chaos of war and the stillness of 
the battlefield, revealing a terrible beauty." —Publishers 
Weekly starred review 

 “Gabriel Chevallier’s autobiographical novel about serving in 
the bombed-out trenches of World War I still chills the blood. In 
indelible passages it describes the sensory degradation of war 
on the human body. Translated into English by Malcolm Imrie 
without a hint of stiltedness, Chevallier’s long-neglected novel is 
one of the most effective indictments of war ever written.” —
Tobias Grey, The Wall Street Journal 
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Édith Thomas  
LE JEU D’ÉCHEC  

(Checkmate) 
Viviane Hamy, 1970, new edition 2018, 208 pages 

 

◊ Uncompromisingly direct and introspective: the 
narrative of the life of a woman who tried to raise 
her existence to the height of her humanist ideals: 
free will, honesty and perspicacity. 

◊ A profoundly accurate analysis of love: from the 
emotion’s first stirrings to its disappearance via its 
blossoming, that is in some ways reminiscent of 
Proust’s In Search of Lost Time (a.k.a. 
Remembrance of Things Past). 

◊ Unlike Dominique Aury – whose lover she was – 
or Simone de Beauvoir, Edith Thomas’s discretion 
has meant that she remained anonymous. By 
shedding light on her prophetic stance on the 
struggles for women’s identity, independence and 
rights, this re-publication of Le Jeu d’échecs will 
finally do her justice. 

The social, political and intellectual history of the 
20th century reflected in one woman’s life: 
commitment followed by a loss of faith in political 
ideology, World Wars I and II from the standpoint 
of a deeply committed partisan, and rubbing 
shoulders with the era’s most-accomplished writers 
and artists. 

Aude sends a long letter to a man called Stevan, whom 
she once loved and has never forgotten. She unspools the 
tale of her life since their split, and describes her life-
changing encounter with a woman named Claude, with 
whom she fell passionately in love.  She methodically 
analyzes the failed love affairs that have studded her life, 
while describing the intransigence that is her greatest 
strength.   

“Le jeu d'échec,” Edith Thomas’s last novel, was first 
published in 1970, less than a year before her sudden 
death. Semi-autobiographical, it follows the path of a 
radically free and principled woman who took her political 
commitments very seriously. This new, 2018 edition shows 
how powerfully modern the novel, which refuses to make 
the slightest concession to narrow-mindedness, still is. The 
stunning verbal alchemy of emotion and intellect can still 
leave readers shocked and giddy.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Édith Thomas was born in 1909. 
She wrote novels, short stories and non-fiction. In 1933, she won 
the First Novel Prize for La Mort de Marie (Marie’s Death). She 
also did some reporting for the press. She joined the Communist 
Party in 1942 and showed her principles by pointedly leaving in 
1949, after the Tito-Stalin split. From 1948 to her death, on 
December 7, 1970, she worked as a curator for the French 
National Archives. In 1942, she began contributing to clandestine 

presses such as Lettres françaises and Éditions de Minuit, which 
published her Contes d’Auxois. Her novel Le Jeu d’échecs was 
originally published by Grasset in 1970, nine months before the 
author’s unexpected death, and was republished in April 2018 by 
Viviane Hamy. Édith Thomas participated in the 20th century’s 
most important struggles: the Spanish Civil War, Communism, 
the French Resistance and the Algerian War.  

“Although it is a political novel, Le Jeu d’échecs is 
nevertheless the most implacably lucid narrative of the heart’s 
fickleness and the cruelties of both requited and unrequited 
love. […] It’s what grants Édith Thomas both grace and 
strength: her Cyrano-like valor and her continued respect for 
the men and women she once loved.” Le Monde des Livres 

“When you finish the novel, you have met Edith Thomas 
and understood the energy with which she lived her life, 
whether or not she was loved.” Libération 

“An amazingly beautiful contemporary love story. The 
author’s commitment is flawless.” Le Matricule Des Anges 

“A stunning book [...] Too discreet to have become a literary 
legend, Édith Thomas absolutely deserves to be rediscovered. 
Right here and right now.” Le Populaire Du Centre 
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Sébastien Japrisot  
UN LONG DIMANCHE DE FIANÇAILLES 

(A Very Long Engagement) 
Denoël 1991, 384 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ Adapted for the screen by Jean-Pierre Jeunet in 
2004, with a cast including Audrey Tautou and 
Gaspard Ulliel. 

◊ Total sales: 955.000 copies. 

◊ Rights sold: China (simplified, Hunan Literature & 
Art Publishing), US (Farrar Strauss & Giroux), UK 
(Harvill Press), Italy (RCS Libri), Russia (Limbus 
Press), Greece (Patakis). 

◊ Most of the books by Sébastien Japrisot were 
adapted for the big screen.  

◊ Japrisot was a master of both crime and historical 
fiction. His unique ability to mix passionate affairs 
with sophisticated crime stories made him one of 
the most popular French writers in the world, and 
his novels are translated in many languages. 

There were five of them. Five French soldiers sentenced 
to death by a military court for mutilating themselves. 
Five soldiers who were deliberately thrown before the 
enemy line to be killed, on a cold snowy night of January 
1917, in Picardy. For a whole night and a whole day, 
they desperately fought to survive. The younger’s name 
was Manech, he wasn’t even twenty. 

After the war, Mathilde, whose love for Manech is limitless, 
is determined to find him, whether dead or alive, even she 
has to spend the rest of her life searching. In spite of the 
passing of time, and the many lies and silences that 
surround Manech’s disappearance, she will never give up 
hope. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sébastien Japrisot was born in 1931. 
After a brief stint in the advertising industry, he published two 
crime novels back to back: COMPARTIMENT TUEURS and 
PIÈGE POUR CENDRILLON (Grand prix de Littérature 
policière). Both met with overall critical praise and commercial 
success, and so did his following works LA DAME DANS 
L’AUTO AVEC SES LUNETTES AND UN FUSIL (Prix 
d’Honneur Award in France, and the Best Crime Novel Award in 
the UK). He returned to literary fiction with L’ÉTÉ MEURTRIER, 
which received the Deux Magots prize in 1978, and the César 
Award for best adaptation in 1984. Both the novel and the film 
proved sounding hits. In 1986, Japrisot published LA PASSION 
DES FEMMES. It was in 1991 that he published the novel that 
many see as his masterpiece: UN LONG DIMANCHE DE 
FIANÇAILLES. It received the Interallié Prize and was adapted 
into a film by Jean-Pierre Jeunet in 2004. 

 
 
 

Magda Szabó 
ABIGAËL  

Viviane Hamy, September 2017, 400 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Poland. 

◊ Offers from UK & Spain. 

◊ 10,000 copies of the French edition sold. 

◊ A true page-turner for both youngsters and adults. 

◊ Considered to be one of the giants of 
contemporary Hungarian literature, Magda 
Szabo’s works were published in almost 42 
countries 

◊ Since 2003, when La Porte was unanimously 
awarded the Prix Femina Etranger, Viviane Hamy 
strives to ensure that the works of this 
exceptional writer and woman, who was among 
the first to resist the communist regime, are read 
and re-read.  

One of Szabó’s most popular novels made into a 
television series in 1978. It was also chosen as the 
most-read novel in Hungary. 

Gina is being sent away to boarding school. Her adored 
father has announced it without any explanation. She must 
forget her old life and join, in a faraway province, Matula, a 
very strict Calvinist school, renowned for its quality 
education. A spoilt child, who stubbornly resists rules and 
rituals, she is soon set apart. The only way she can survive 
is to make an escape which ends in pitiful failure. In despair, 
the teenager turns to Abigaël, the statue at the bottom of 
the garden, and confides her sorrows in her. According to 
an old Matulian tradition, Abigaël helps all those who ask. 
And, miraculously, the guardian angel comes to them! A 
series of fantastical adventures lifts Gina from purgatory 
and helps her understand both her father’s painful decision 
and the meaning of the words “honour”, “solidarity” and 
“friendship”. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Hungary’s foremost woman novelist 
Magda Szabo was born in 1917. Talented Magda was a poet, 
dramatist, essayist, novelist and also an actress.  Magda’s works 
were banned from publication during the Stalinist rule covering 
the period 1949 to 1956. Magda’s first novel, ‘Fresko’ published in 
1958 turned to be a huge success. Her novel The Door sold over 
250,000 copies in France. 
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René Barjavel 
RAVAGE 

(Ashes, Ashes) 
Denoël, 1943, 1975, Folio 1972 

 

◊ Total sales (hardback & paperback): 1 527 000 
copies. ! Rights sold to Spain (Castilian, RBA) and 
Korea (EunHaeng NaMu Publishing Co.). 

◊ Translated into English, Portuguese (Brazil), 
Italian, Rumanian. All these rights have reverted 
to Denoël and are now available. 

◊ The works of Barjavel are at the same time 
farsighted and in tune with their time. Their 
unique mixture of poetry, onirism and philosophy 
proved highly successful with broad audiences. 

◊ Throughout his whole literary career, this 
visionary was inspired by two themes: the fate of 
humanity faced against cataclysm and everlasting 
love. His endless questioning of the excesses of 
science and the sheer madness of war are at the 
core of his most successful novels. 

The year 2052 in France. Technological progress has 
reached new heights and most human activities depend 
on electric power. A sudden cut causes the whole 
country to fall into chaos and mayhem: nothing works, 
and mankind is left to their own devices to survive.  

François, one of the very few men hailing from the 
countryside, decides to leave the city to return to the 
country, where he plans to start a new world. With the 
help of a small bunch of people, among which many will 
die along the way on account of looting, madness, hunger 
or thirst, he will achieve his goal, and create a world where 
Nature prevails, a new society celebrating strength and 
work. In Provence the survivors will create a new 
patriarchal society. 

The novel ends on a note of stark refusal of modernity, as 
François’s successor, Deschamps is unafraid to kill an 
inventor to “save” the population. 

RAVAGE definitely stands as visionary work of fiction. It 
was immensely successful when originally released, and 
remains up to this very day the author’s most popular 
book, on a par with LA NUIT DES TEMPS. 

 
 

 

 

 

René Barjavel 
LA NUIT DES TEMPS  

(The Ice People �) 
Presses de la Cité 1968, 2011; Pocket 1984, 2012 

 

◊ LA NUIT DES TEMPS is simultaneously an 
investigative report, an epic adventure and a 
passionate hymn to love. 

◊ Sales (in all formats): over 1,5 million copies ! 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Droemer), Thailand 
(Amarin), Bulgaria (Colibri), Korea (Ahchimyisul) 

◊ Translated into English, Spanish, Portuguese, 
Italian, Japanese, Dutch, Czech, Romanian, 
Swedish. All of these rights have been reverted to 
Presses de la Cité and are available. 

Barjavel translates the myth of the star-crossed lovers to 
the icy steppes of Antarctica and produces a literary 
classic. 

In the silent white expanses of Antarctica, the members of 
a French polar expedition are engaged in collecting 
samples from the ice sheet, which in places is over 1,000 
metres thick and whose deepest layers date back 900,000 
years. Suddenly, the unthinkable happens - their probes 
detect a signal coming from ground level. There can be no 
possible doubt: there is a transmitter beneath the ice. 

The news comes as a bombshell, and makes the front 
pages across the planet: ‘Polar mystery’, ‘City under the 
ice’, ‘Heart sheathed in ice’... What will the scientists and 
technical experts, hailing from the world over, discover 
when they bore into the ice to penetrate the mystery? 

The tragic destiny of Eléa and Païkan, our very distant 
ancestors, is the searing heartbeat of this universal drama, 
elevating them directly to the mythical pantheon of blessed 
but accursed lovers, alongside Orpheus and Eurydice, 
Romeo and Juliet, and Tristan and Isolde. All those whom 
even death was incapable of separating. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: René Barjavel is one of the most 
important French writers of the 20th century, and one of the 
pioneers of science fiction in France. A journalist, a publisher and 
a movie critic, he came to prominence as soon as 1943, with the 
publication of his first novel RAVAGES (Ashes, Ashes) which 
established him as one of the most important and forward sci-fi 
French writers. His other famous novel is LA NUIT DES TEMPS 
(The Ice People), published in 1968. It was a runaway popular 
success that sold over a million copies, was translated into 
numerous languages, and was a bona fide international best-seller.  
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Georges Pérec  
QUEL PETIT VÉLO À GUIDON CHROMÉ AU 

FOND DE LA COUR?  
Denoël, 1966-2014, 90 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: UK (Harvill Press), USA/Canada 
(Godine), Germany (Diaphanes), Spain (Alpha 
Decay) / World Castilian, Italy (Baldini & 
Castoldi), Israel (Babel), Turkey (Metis), Czech 
Republic (Rubato), Sweden (Modernista), Norway 
(Solum forlag). 

◊ 110,00 copies sold 

A brilliant literary fantasy by Georges Perec, exceptional 
language explorer. 

This short novel is set in France during the Algerian War. 
Between Invalides and Montparnasse, the narrator tells the 
story of his friend Henri Pollack, and how he dragged his 
friends into a crazy adventure. By day, Henri Pollak is a 
sergeant, and a bohemian artist by night. Whenever he is 
away from the barracks, he rides his small bike with a 
chrome handlebar dressed in civilian clothes, and meets up 
with his friends to have a few drinks and speak about life, 
literature and poetry. One evening, Henri asks his friends 
to help one of his comrades get out of military service. The 
guy in question, who bears the name of Kara-something 
(throughout the story, his name is constantly 
mispronounced, to the extent that his actual name remains 
a mystery) was drafted to go to Algeria to fight. After 
giving the matter a good thinking, they decide that Kara-
something had better pretend to suffer from psychiatric 
problems. All he has to do is stage a mock-suicide, and 
leave a note so crazy that he will be considered a lunatic 
when he wakes up. Kara is so happy about the plan that he 
celebrates and drinks all night, and only wakes up the 
morning after to the sound of the fanfare, just in time to 
leave for Algeria. 

 “A short story brimming with figures of speech, as always 
with Perec, to be read in one go like a prose poem.” Midi 
Libre 

“One never ceases to rediscover the works of Perec, and 
that is how it should be.” Le Figaro Littéraire 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Georges Pérec  
W OU LE SOUVENIR D’ENFANCE 

(W or the Childhood Memory) 
Denoël, 1975 � 

 

◊ 385,000 copies sold 

◊ Rights sold to: United Kingdom (Harvill), 
USA/Canada (Godine), Germany (Diaphanes), 
Sweden (Modernista), Spain (Castilian – 
Menoscuarto, Catalan - L’Avenç), Chile (Lom), 
Italy (Einaudi), Japan (Suisei Sha), China (Nanjing 
University Press), Korea (Woongjin Think Big), 
Taïwan (Unitas Publishing Co), Turkey (Metis), 
Poland (Lokator Media), Czech Republic (Rubato), 
Netherlands (De Arbeiderspers), Ukraine 
(Poulsary), Romania (Casa Cartii), Russia 
(Limbakh/non-exclusive), Egypt (Arabic/NCT). 

A semi-autobiographical work of fiction by Georges 
Perec that consists of alternating chapters of 
autobiography and of a fictional story, divided into two 
parts. 

The autobiographical thread is a collection of uncertain 
memories, as well as descriptions of photos which 
preserve moments from Perec's childhood. The memories 
in the first part of the book lead up to Perec's separation 
from his mother when he was evacuated in the Second 
World War. The second part recollects his life as an 
evacuee. The adult narrator sometimes provides 
interpretations of the childhood memories, and often 
comments on details of the memories which his research 
showed to be false or borrowed.  

Like much of Perec's work, W is characterized by word 
play. The title W is a pun on "double vé/vie", referring to 
the two lives and two stories narrated in the text. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Georges Perec (1936-1982) 
needs no introduction. This lover of the French language 
experimented with it, and pushed its boundaries as a 
writer, and as a member of the Oulipo (Ouvroir de 
Littérature Potentielle). QUEL PETIT VÉLO À GUIDON 
CHROMÉ AU FOND DE LA COUR ? (1966) is the 
second novel published by Perec, right after LES CHOSES 
(1965, winner of the Renaudot Prize). His stellar career 
also includes instant classics such as LA DISPARITION 
(1969), W OU LE SOUVENIR D’ENFANCE (1975) and 
LA VIE MODE D’EMPLOI (1978, winner of the Médicis 
Prize). 
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Albertine Sarrazin 
L’ASTRAGALE  

(Astragal) 
Fayard, 1965, new edition 2013, 256 pages 

	

◊ Full English translation available! 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Bompiani), The Netherlands 
(De Bezige Bij), Turkey (Everest !English), USA 
(New Directions), UK (Serpent’s Tail), Germany 
(Hanser Berlin), Russia (Corpus), Greece 
(Patakis), Spain (Seix Barral), China (Shanghai 
Century Publishing), Sweden (Natur&Kultur), 
Norway (Cappelen) and Denmark (The People’s 
Press).  

◊ Albertine writes with rage. She is committed and 
fascinating. She narrates her scandalous life with a 
smooth beautiful writing that intertwines slang 
vocabulary with poetic passages. 

◊ A vibrant, impertinent character who chooses a 
passionate life, even burn their wings, like a 
French Bonnie & Clyde. 

◊ Foreword by Patti Smith, adapted several times to 
the cinema (the latest film, directed by Brigitte Sy 
was released in April 2015). A cult 
autobiographical novel, in which the author 
artistically transcends her life. 

A powerful novel first published in 1966. 
This autobiographical novel is a gripping tale smuggled 
out of prison on grubby pages and went on to sell 
millions of copies worldwide, enchanting readers with its 
poetic, spirited and colorful prose. 

Anne is sprawled at the foot of a wall, gazing up at the 
window ten meters above her head. � She’s just jumped 
from it. In this daring prison escape, she has broken a bone 
in her ankle, the astragal from which the book takes its 
name, and can only half crawl, half drag herself to the 
roadside. Picked up by the handsome Julien, she soon 
realizes that he too is familiar with the wrong side of the 
law; without hesitating, he takes this nineteen year old, 
wild-eyed stranger on the run. From hide-out to hide-out, 
through months of physical pain tempered by a growing 
love for the strong but tender man at her side, Anne uses 
all her nerve and cunning to keep hold of her increasingly 
precious freedom. 

Simple, poignant, tender, this story burns with a humor 
and irreverence that draw the reader in, and carry us 
along the incredible journey that Anne makes from the 
prison wall, and along the roads that lead her back.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Albertine Sarrazin (1937-1967) led 
a tumultuous, brilliant but brutally short life. Talented student, 
vagabond, prostitute, and orphan, at fifteen she stole her father’s 
pistol and ran away to Paris, where she staged an armed robbery. 

At her trial she said: “I have no regrets: when I do, I’ll let you 
know”. With this typical spirit of defiance, she began the first of 
eight years she was to spend in prison. 

Living in a bleak cell, she continued her studies and started to 
keep journals. Sarrazin met the love of her life after jumping ten 
meters from a prison window; he hid her, nursed her and later 
went on the run with her. Both constantly in and out of jail, they 
married with guards by their sides. Throughout this time, Sarrazin 
continued to write, filling notebooks with poetry, stories and 
precise observations on prison life. This was where the heavily 
autobiographical L’Astragal and La Cavale were born. 

Sarrazin’s writing is full of vigor and incisive wit, with a language 
rich in slang, beautifully crafted sentences, and a passion that 
couldn’t be curbed by cell walls. Her books received huge critical 
and popular acclaim on publication, winning their author the “prix 
des quatre-jurys” and recognition across the world before her life 
was cut short by a botched operation at the age of 29. 

“A unique woman and a rare writer” Le Figaro 

 “She has the serious and disciplined style of a young delinquent 
whose every word counts before a judge. Her human experience 
was as dark as her literary temperament was illuminated; a good 
mix that led her, hands and feet finally loosened, to achieve an 
immortal artistic beauty” � Patrick Besson 

“Sarrazin’s career may have been tragically curtailed, but her 
legacy is a novel that grateful readers are discovering now, 
almost 50 years after her death.” PopMatters � 

“Smith’s essay and Sarrazin’s crackling and incandescent prose 
make Astragal a gift, a memento of a decade that was both 
rough and radical, yet full of potential, and the testament of two 
astonishing lives, one real, one fictive, both self-invented and 
utterly extraordinary.” ELLE  
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BEST-SELLERS		
 

Négar Djavadi 
DÉSORIENTALE 

(Disoriental) 
Liana Levi, August 2016, 352 pages 

   
◊ Rights still available in: Albania, Bulgaria, Czech 

Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Lithuania, 
Macedonia, Poland, Serbia, Slovakia. 

◊ Full English & German translations available! 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (E/O), US/UK (Europa), Spain 
(Malpaso), Germany (C. H. Beck), US/UK 
(Europa), Romania (Polirom), Slovenia (Založba 
/*cf.), Croatia (Meandar Media), Latvia (Janis 
Roze), Israel (Hargol). 

◊ 100.000 copies sold. 

◊ New York Times review! 

◊ English translation longlisted for the National 
Book Award in Translated Literature. 

◊ Best first novel of the year 2016 according to Lire 
magazine.  

◊ Prix de la Porte Dorée 2017, Prix Première, Prix 
du Style 2016, Prix l’Autre Prix 2016, Prix des 
librairies Folies d’encre 2016, Prix de la librairie 
L’Autre Monde. 

◊ The history of former Persia through the prism of 
several generations of a family that lived through – 
or was subjected to – the modern nation’s 
founding events, introducing us to a culture that is 
different from our own. 

◊ Fascinating events and figures from recent Iranian 
history that are little known in the Western 
world. 

◊ The book’s atmosphere allows readers to see the 
world through the narrator’s eyes: from idyllic, 
pre-revolutionary Iran, to life as a refugee, 
including the harrowing passage of the Turkish 
border, to Paris’s working-class neighborhoods – 
and other ones where anything goes – in the 
1980s and 1990s. 

In a similar vein to Marjane Satrapi’s PERSEPOLIS and 
Virginie Despentes’ VERNON SUBUTEX, this book 
portrays Iran’s complicated, often wrenching history 
through the fate of a young Iranian woman who was 
forced by events to leave her country. 

Present-day Paris: Sitting in the waiting room at Cochin 
Hospital, Kimiâ, who is about to undergo artificial 
insemination, is thinking about her family history, from her 
paternal grandmother’s birth in a harem to her own escape 
from war-torn Iran with her mother and sisters. In this way, 

she paints the portrait of a fascinating man, a politically 
committed journalist, and a fair-minded but taciturn person 
– her father – while telling the story of her native land 
through a description of the time when life was sweet 
there. Kimiâ also considers her own past, including her 
journey of self-discovery, and the reasons why she has 
decided to have a child with her girlfriend. 

Négar Djavadi offers readers a book brimming with social, 
political and identity issues, which reverberate brilliantly 
through the narrator’s memories, which she sifts through 
carefully, providing subtle touches that bring the characters 
and their world to life. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Négar Djavadi is a screenplay writer 
and a film and stage director. DESORIENTALE is her first novel. 

 
“The revelation of the new season.” Elle 

“One rarely reads such a strong first novel.” Grazia 

“A voice that enchants us as much as it grips us.” Le Monde 

“A master stroke.” Psychologies “A romanesque saga.” Le 
Figaro littéraire 

“A devilishly romanesque story, full of deliciously oriental 
digressions.” Télérama 
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Olivier Bourdeaut 
EN ATTENDANT BOJANGLES  

(Waiting for Bojangles) 
Finitude, January 2016, 160 pages 

 
◊ Rights still available in: Albania, Croatia, Georgia, 

Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia 

◊ English sample chapter available! 

◊ 700.000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Piper), Spain and Spanish 
world (Salamandra), Catalan (Salamandra), Italy 
(Neri Pozza), Denmark (Jensen & Dalgaard), 
Sweden (Sekwa), Netherlands (Wereld 
Bibliotheek), Bulgaria (Colibri), Czech Republic 
(Albatros Media), Hungary (Magveto), Portugal 
(Guerra & Paz), Korea (Jaeum & Moeum), US and 
English world (Simon & Schuster), Israel 
(Kinneret), China (Shangai 99), Brazil (Autentica), 
Norway (Cappelan), Romania (Nemira), Turkey 
(Epsilon), Poland (WAB Foksal), Slovakia (Ikar), 
Latvia (Janis Roze), Lithuania (Lithuanian Writer’s 
association), Japan (Shuei Sha), Finland (), Greece 
(Stereoma), Russia (Phantom Press), Estonia (Esti 
Raamat), Ukraine (Old Lion), Vietnam. 

◊ Awarded the Grand Prix RTL-LIRE, the Prix des 
Etudiants France Culture-Télérama and the Prix 
du Roman France-Televisions. 

◊ Movie, theater and graphic novel adaptation. 

◊ Colorful writing that switches easily between 
humor and emotion: readers will swing delightfully 
from laughter to tears, from the first to the last 
page.  

The wacky tale of an extraordinary couple, for which 
every day has to be special, seen through their only child 
innocent eyes. 

Along with his whimsical mom who changes names every 
day and his writer father who is as surprising as he is 
unpredictable, the narrator lives in an apartment filled with 
weird and wonderful objects, overseen by a demoiselle 
crane. Every day, his parents dance to Nina Simone’s 
“Mister Bojangles” over and over, in front of their 
spellbound son. They have deliberately chosen to turn 
their backs on adult responsibilities in order to enjoy a 
sometimes risky spontaneity. But the real world finally 
catches up with them. When the family gets into trouble 
with administrative services, the mother slides into true 
madness, and is committed against her will. The threesome 
is introduced to the surprising and sometime hilarious 
world of insanity, with all sorts of borderline and unusual 
people. Willing to do anything to get her out of there, the 
father and son foment a tremendous kidnapping. Readers 
will follow them into this unusual but marvelous adventure. 

Olivier Bourdeaut 
PACTUM SALIS 

(Salt Friendship)  
Finitude, January 2018, 250 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Hungary (Magveto), Denmark, 
(Jensen & Dalgaard), Netherlands 
(Wereldbibliotheek). 

◊ 45.000 copies sold. 

◊ Endearing characters who have a nose for 
attracting incredible situations. We cannot help 
laughing upon all these hilarious stories.  

◊ We discover the peculiar scenery of French salt 
marshes around Guérande as we read.  

The unlikely encounter, in the heart of the salt marshes, 
between two different men with diametrically opposed 
dreams.  

A summer morning, in a small town of Brittany, an unlikely 
friendship is born. Jean, a Parisian in his 30s, gave up his 
mediocre, aimless life as a student after seeing a 
documentary on TV about the salt marshes in Brittany. He 
has found a kind of peace in this nearly monastic life, 
disconnected from all forms of modern technology. Michel, 
also in his 30s, is a real-estate agent. Born into a working-
class family he has worked tirelessly to leave all that behind 
him. His one and only goal in life is financial success. And if 
that means scarifying family life and friendship, that’s just 
how it is. He grants himself a few days’ vacation in a 5-star 
hotel in La Baule, a stone’s throw from Guerande. The 
only thing the two men seem to have in common is their 
drinking habit. But despite constant bickering, both will 
eventually find in each other the comforting presence of a 
brother.  They spend a week together, bound by both a 
ridiculous promise and by mutual fascination. This is the 
story of a failed, aborted friendship. Two lonely people 
who come together don’t necessarily become firm friends. 

An unpredictable end, exceeding expectations. While 
throughout the story, the reader hopes that the toxic 
relationship of the heroes has not been fatal to one of 
them, one still dies, intoxicated.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Olivier Bourdeaut’s first novel EN 
ATTENDANT BOJANGLES was an international success, with 
rights sold in over 30 languages and over 500,000 copies sold in 
France. PACTUM SALIS is his second novel.  

« Olivier Bourdeaut confirme qu’il est un écrivain et non un 
phénomène saisonnier. » La Croix 
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Philippe Claudel 
L’ARCHIPEL DU CHIEN 

(The Dog Archipelago) 
Stock, March 2018, 288 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: the Netherlands (De Bezige Bij), 
Israel (Sendik), Russia (Eksmo), Spain 
(Salamandra), Croatia (Bozicevic), Taiwan (Ecus), 
Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie), Poland (Otwarte), 
Lithuania (Baltos Lankos), Slovakia (Inaque), UK 
(MacLehose Press), Portugal (Sextante) 

◊ 60.000 copies sold. 

◊ A novel built as a philosophical tale that takes up 
universal and timeless humanist themes in an ultra 
contemporary context. 

◊ Characters that unveil ambiguous stakes, which 
combine collective and personal interests. An 
oppressive fast-paced narrative, a modern epic. 

◊ The writing is bare, gathering only the essential to 
pierce the dark soul of humanity and the 
consequences of giving up on it. 

An island set apart from the bustle of the world and a 
small community who live from their fishing, their vines, 
and olive trees. One morning three bodies wash up on 
its shores. Should the locals forget them or try to find 
the truth?  

The reader is taken on a journey, discovering a half-real 
half-dreamed geography, and the people who live there, 
playing with the codes of detective fiction, creating quaint 
characters who prove to be major archetypes of the 
human race, linking them to mythological or religious 
figures as a way of offering a symbolic reading of our lives 
and destinies to anyone ready to discover and explore it. 
This novel is full of suspense and incident, but it is also a 
parable about old societies that hope to live on, sheltered 
behind impenetrable frontiers. A timeless reflection on the 
human condition and the decisions we make. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Philippe Claudel is a writer and film 
director. He is best known for LES ÂMES GRISES (2003 prix 
Renaudot) translated into more than 30 languages; Monsieur Linh 
and his child (2005); Brodeck’s Report (2007 Goncourt des 
lycéens); The Investigation (2010); The Tree of the Toraja (2016), 
Inhumaines (2017).  

 
“Book after book, Philippe Claudel continues to lean 

towards the fable even the parable, sometimes acerbic, 
sometimes bittersweet, to better represent the excesses of our 
societies.” Télérama 

“An allegorical and mysterious novel, full of suspense. ” Le 
Figaro 

 
 

Tatiana de Rosnay 
SENTINELLE DE LA PLUIE 

(The Rain Watcher) 
Héloïse d’Ormesson, March 2018, 250 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: the Netherlands (Ambo Anthos), 
Sweden (Sekwa), US (St Martin's Press), Norway 
(Bazar), Germany (C. Bertelsman), Romania 
(Media Litera), UK/Commonwealth (World 
Editions) 

◊ 100.000 copies sold in France. 

◊ A very moving and engaging main character. 

◊ An author with 10 million copies sold over the 
world! 

◊ All members of the family will have to fight for 
their identity as well as to keep the family's unity 
against tragic circumstances. 

A powerful family drama set in Paris during the course 
of a week as the Malagarde family gathers to celebrate 
the father's 70th birthday.  

The mother, Lauren, is American. She lives with the father, 
Paul, a very famous tree specialist in the south of France. 
Their children, Tilia leaves in London and son, Linden, in 
San Franscisco. He is a world renowned photographer. 
These four characters hidden fears and secrets will be 
unravelled through the course of the seven chapters along 
with the flabbergasting parisian background, for Paris is 
undergoing a terrible natural disaster. This adds to the 
novel tension and matches the heroes' emotions.  In this 
profound and intense novel of love and redemption, 
Tatiana demonstrates all of her writer's skills both as an 
incredible storyteller but also as a soul seeker.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Tatiana de Rosnay is the author of 
the New York Times bestselling novel SARAH’S KEY, an 
international sensation with over 10 million copies sold in 46 
countries worldwide that has been made into a major motion 
picture. Together with Dan Brown and Stieg Larsson, she was 
named one of the top three fiction writers in Europe in 2012. 
Franco-English Tatiana lives in Paris. 

“This is an emotional tour de force and a thoughtful, 
deliberate examination of personal tragedy and the possibility 
of redemption.” Publishers Weekly 
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Miguel Bonnefoy 
SUCRE NOIR 
(Black Sugar) 

Rivages, August 2017, 214 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available. 

◊ Rights sold in: World English (Gallic Books), Italy 
(66and2nd), Spain (Armaenia), Venezuela (Monte 
Avila), the Netherlands (Karaat), Czech Republic 
Republic (Argo), China. 

◊ A modern tale of pirates and treasure with maps, 
metal detectors and adventurers who are both 
enthusiastic and determined to find gold. 

◊ The story reads like an old-fashioned count, but is 
studded with modern irony; it adds new spin to 
the genre’s clichés, and the characters are 
stunningly portrayed. 

◊ A rogue’s gallery of colourful characters that are 
very believable as real people, making it easy for 
readers to identify and sympathize with them. 

Bonnefoy reimagines the legendary tale of one of 
history’s most famous buccaneers, recounting, in prose 
inspired by Latin American magical realism, the fates of 
men shaped both by a search for love and by the 
vagaries of fate. A fabulous page-turner with intense, 
smoothly flowing narration. 

On a Caribbean island, a legend of pirate treasure will 
disrupt the quiet lives of the Otero family. Determined to 
find the lost riches of Captain Henry Morgan, whose ship 
ran aground nearby some 300 years earlier, a string of 
intrepid explorers, including the ambitious Severo 
Bracamonte, will cross paths with Serena Otero, a sugar-
cane-plantation heiress who dreams of other horizons. 
Over the years – as the family business, which distils the 
best rum around, flourishes – everyone is searching the 
treasure they believe will bring meaning to their lives. But 
in this untamed land, heady with intoxicating vapours of 
rum and guava trees, fatality – garbed in bright, tropical 
hues – wreaks havoc with their all-consuming ambitions 
and desires.   

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Miguel Bonnefoy’s first novel, LE 
VOYAGE D’OCTAVIO (2015), won the Prix de la Vocation, the 
Prix Fénéon and the Prix Edmée de La Rochefoucauld. It has 
been translated into four languages: World English (Gallic Books), 
Italy (66th and 2nd), Greece (Utopia Publishing), Spain 
(Armaenia) and Venezuela (Monte Avila); and sold more than 
25,000 copies in France only. 

 
“ Ce Vénézuelien transforme une fable naïve en parabole 

morale, historique et politique. ” Lire 

 

Éric Vuillard 
L’ORDRE DU JOUR  

(The Agenda) 
Actes Sud, May 2017, 160 pages 

 

◊ PRIX GONCOURT 2017. 

◊ Rights still available in: Bulgaria, Estonia, Hungary, 
Latvia, Poland. 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Matthes & Seitz), Greece 
(Polis), UK (Macmillan) US (Other Press), Italy 
(E/O), Spain (Castillan / Tusquets, Galicia / 
Kalandraka, Catalan / Ediciions62), China (Genesis 
Culture), Serbia (Akademska Knjiga), Vietnam 
(Nha Nam), Galicia (Kalandraka), Portugal (Dom 
Quixote), Catalogna (Edicions62), Netherlands 
(Meulenhoff), Romania (Litera), Israel (Hakibbutz), 
Korea (Open Books), Czech Republic (Argo), 
Albania (Buzuku), Slovenia (Beletrina), Slovakia 
(Slovart), Turkey (Can Yayinlari), Russia (Eksmo), 
Ukraine (Vivat), Lithuania (Zara), India (Megha 
book), Norway (Solum), Georgia (Diogene). 

◊ Ongoing offer for Brazilian rights.. 

◊ Over 300.000 copies sold. 

20th;Feb. 1933: on an unremarkable day at Berlin, a 
meeting of German captains of industry and senior Nazi 
dignitaries is being held. They are there to ‘stump up’ 
the funding for the accession to power of the National 
Socialist Party and its fearful Chancellor.  

12 March 1938: the annexation of Austria is on the agenda 
and a grotesque day ensues which is intended to be go 
down in history: the newsreels capture for eternity a 
motorised army, a terrible power and a modern version of 
fate being enacted. But behind Goebbels’ glorious 
propaganda, it is an ersatz Blitzkrie, which unfolds, the 
Panzers breaking down in mass on the roads of Austria; it 
is a world away from the concocted myth. The true 
behind-the-scenes story of the Anschluss reveals a very 
different, and less glorious, picture: no longer is it the 
resolve of character or the deter- mination of a people, 
which wins the day, but rather a combination of 
intimidation and bluff. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A writer and filmmaker born in 
1968, Éric Vuillard won the Prix Ignatius J. Reilly in 2010 for 
CONQUISTADORS (2009), the prix Franz-Hessel in 2012 and 
the prix Valery-Larbaud in 2013 for CONGO and LA BATAILLE 
D’OCCIDENT (2012). He also published his TRISTESSE DE LA 
TERRE (prix Joseph-Kessel 2015) and 14 JUILLET (2016, prix 
Alexandre-Vialatte 2017). 
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Didier Decoin 
LE BUREAU DES JARDINS  

ET DES ÉTANGS 
(The Office Of Gardens And Ponds)  

Stock, January 2017, 396 pages 

 

◊ English sample chapter available. 

◊ Rights sold in: China (Zhongyue Media), Czech 
Republic (Albatros), Germany (Klett Cotta, at 
auction), Greece (Stereoma), Italy (Ponte Alle 
Grazie, preempt), Lithuania (Alma Littera), 
Netherlands (Meulenhoff), Poland (WAB Foksal), 
Romania (Humanitas), Russia (Eksmo), Serbia 
(Geopoetika), Spain (Alfaguara, at auction), 
Taiwan (Chi Ming), and UK (MacLehose Press, 
WEL, preempt) 

◊ 50.000 copies sold. 

◊ Prix des lecteurs de L’Express / BFMTV 2017. 

◊ Decoin is a master in creating characters and 
atmosphere in original settings and time periods. 

◊ The writing is delicate and sensual, reminiscient of 
traditional Japanese etchings. 

◊ The author worked on this novel no less than 12 
years in order to bring a heavily documented, 
perfectly crafted novel. 

◊ In the Top 20 of amazon.fr‘s bestselling French 
novels. 

Japan, around the year 1000. Shimae, a peasant village 
on the banks of the river Kusagawa.  

This humble village has a talent: it is home to the fisherman 
Katsuro, a virtuoso in the art of catching pricelessly 
beautiful carp and transporting them to the imperial city of 
Heiankyo, the city of every refinement and most 
importantly the site of the Office of Gardens and Ponds. 
When Katsuro dies, having drowned himself in the river, 
which of the villagers can follow in his footsteps and meet 
this challenge? Carrying on the weighty responsibility of 
wicker baskets filled with squirming, muddy carps and 
encountering every danger on the way to the capital? 
Who? If not Katsuro’s widow, the exquisite, timorous and 
delicate Miyuki. But will she prove capable of such a task? 
What does she, Miyuki the little peasant, the widow who 
has never left her village, know of the evils along the way, 
of witchery and war, magical animals, priests who may not 
be what they seem and tea houses that sell everything but 
tea? What does she know about the Empire’s capital or 
about Nagusa Watanabe, Director of the Office of 
Gardens and Ponds, crouching in wait for her in his 
labyrinth of traps and wonders?  

After this terrifying, sensual initiatory journey, Miyuki is 
sullied but free. She will never be the same again. Nor will 
her little world be the same as before. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Didier Decoin was twenty 
when he published his first book, LE PROCÈS À L’AMOUR 
(Le Seuil, 1966). It was followed by some twenty other titles, 
including ABRAHAM DE BROOKLYN (Le Seuil, 1972 Prix 
des libraries) and JOHN L’ENFER (Le Seuil, 1977 Prix 
Goncourt). He is currently Secretary General of the 
Académie Goncourt, has been Chairman of the Écrivains de 
Marine since 2007 and is a member of the Académie de 
Marine. 

“Full of empathy and exuberance, it’s absolutely brilliant and 
sensuous.” Télématin 

“Constantly surprising and compelling, Le Bureau des jardins 
et des étangs reveals a world of women, phantoms, carps, 
young emperors and rice stackers.” JDD 

« Ce roman est un chapelet d'envoûtements qui 
transformeront la boue en or. » Le Parisien 

« Avec une érudition impressionnante, un vrai souffle 
romanesque et une sensualité païenne, Didier Decoin nous 
emporte dans un grand roman d'aventures façon Dit du Genji. 
Une réussite totale, qui a nécessité pas moins de douze années 
de travail. » Livres Hebdo 

« Un pur régal. Chaque page est une estampe vibrante d'une 
sensualité exceptionnelle. » La Vie 

« Voyage sensuel et olfactif dans un Japon traditionnel d'un 
autre millénaire. SUBLIME. » Nathalie, Librairie Doucet, Le 
Mans 
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Jean-Philippe Blondel 
6H41 

Buchet Chastel, January 2013, 240 pages 

 
◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ Rights sold in: US (New Vessel Press), Germany 
(Deuticke Verlag) Italy (Einaudi), Spain (La Esfera 
de los Libros), Israel (Keter Books), Slovakia & 
Czech Republic (Slovart), Estonia (Eesti Ramaat).  

◊  “Clever and gripping, The 6:41 to Paris offers an 
intimate look at what happens when, during a 
fateful meeting, two old flames are unexpectedly 
forced to face their lives and the choices they’ve 
made in the past. Through his masterful use of a 
dual narrative, Blondel takes the reader on an 
intense emotional journey, and, as the train 
rumbles down the tracks, the suspense builds. 
Unputdownable.” — Samantha Vérant, author of 
Seven Letters from Paris: A Memoir. 

"The 6:41 to Paris is a timely reminder that the past 
is always waiting to ambush us". The New York 
Times 

Cecile, a stylish 47-year-old, has spent the weekend visiting 
her parents in a provincial town southeast of Paris. By early 
Monday morning, she’s exhausted. These trips back home 
are always stressful and she settles into a train 
compartment with an empty seat beside her. But it’s soon 
occupied by a man she instantly recognizes: Philippe Leduc, 
with whom she had a passionate affair that ended in her 
brutal humiliation 30 years ago. In the fraught hour and a 
half that ensues, their express train hurtles towards the 
French capital. Cécile and Philippe undertake their own 
face to face journey—In silence? What could they possibly 
say to one another?—with the reader gaining entrée to the 
most private of thoughts. This is a psychological thriller 
about past romance, with all its pain and promise. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean-Philippe Blondel was born in 
1964 in Troyes, France where he lives as an author and English 
teacher. His novel The 6:41 to Paris has been acclaimed in both 
the United States and Europe. 
 

 “A strong plot and a touching portrayal of how any of us 
might feel when unexpectedly confronted by the detritus of 
young love … The 6:41 to Paris is a timely reminder that the 
past is always waiting to ambush us.”  The New York Times 
Sunday Book Review 

 “Perfectly written and a remarkably suspenseful read … an 
absorbing, intriguing, insightful book for all readers.” Library 
Journal (Starred review) 

“A compelling story … examining what happens in our minds 
when we undergo unexpected encounters that are both 
awkward and personal. Memory, pain, love, and privacy all 
permeate the clear, clever prose.” World Literature Today 

“A fast, yet deep journey through the characters’ experiences 
of anger, triumph, remorse, and forgiveness, Blondel’s novel … 
reminds us that even long-ago heartbreaks have the power to 
ignite our most powerful emotions.” Kirkus Reviews 

“A taut, suspenseful psychological journey from which there is 
no escape. The 6:41 to Paris shatters any illusions that acts of 
cruelty committed in our youth are of little consequence later in 
life. A gripping yarn for our time.” Kati Marton, author of Paris: 
A Love Story 

“A terrific read. Jean-Philippe Blondel writes masterfully about 
the astonishing private realm, with two alternating monologues 
that echo one another.”  L’Express 

“A book for the heart that from the first until the last 
sentence you can’t put down.” Westfälische Nachrichten 

“Avoids the trap of sentimentality … It also reads as the 
reflection of our contemporary condition.” Nouvel Observateur 

“Blondel has written a comedy about an awkward encounter 
that’s a must-read. Funny, wise and conciliatory.” Stern 

“A fine book, in wonderfully precise and sensitive language, 
unpretentious and full of small truths.” Die Presse 
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Jean-Paul Didierlaurent 
 LE LISEUR DU 6h27  

(The Reader Of The 6:27)  
Le Diable Vauvert, 2014 

 

◊ Rights still available in: Albania, Croatia, Georgia, 
Lithuania, Macedonia, Slovenia. 

◊ Rights sold in 36 languages: Portugal (Clube de 
Autor), Latvia (Zvaigzne), Japan (HarperCollins 
Japan), Serbia (Laguna), Ukraine (Vivat 
Publishing), UK + Commonwealth (Mantle/ 
PanMacmillan), US + Canada + Autralia + New 
Zealand + Germany (DTV), Spain (Planeta/ Seix 
Barral), French Canada (Edito-Gallimard), Russia 
(AST Corpus), Bulgaria (ERA media), Slovakia 
(Ikar), Czech Republic (Euromedia), Poland 
(Foksal), Estonia (Tanapaev), Hungary (Magveto), 
Italy (Rizzoli), Brazil (Intrinseca), Israel (Modan), 
Sweden (Norstedts), Finland (Tammi), 
Netherlands (Xander), Norway (Schibstedt), 
Korea (Kachisa), Catalan (Planeta/Columna), 
China (Imaginist), Greece (Patakis), Turkey (Can), 
Serbia (Laguna), Latvia (Zvaigzne). 

◊ Film rights optioned by Atlas Entertainment 
(Wonder Woman, Justice League, Suicide Squad, 
American Hustle) 

◊ An irresistible French sensation - Mr Penumbra's 
24- hour Bookstore meets Amélie - The Reader 
on the 6.27 explores the power of books through 
the lives of the people they save. It is sure to 
capture the hearts of book lovers everywhere. 

◊ An irresistible French sensation - Mr Penumbra's 
24- hour Bookstore meets Amélie - The Reader 
on the 6.27 explores the power of books through 
the lives of the people they save. It is sure to 
capture the hearts of book lovers everywhere. 

There is an underlying element of the book being a love 
story, but the novel is so much more than that. 
Literature, friendship, the act of reading and how we 
interact with those around us – those are all big themes 
in the book. 
 
Guylain Vignolles leads a dull and solitary life. He hates his 
job and his only company at home is a goldfish. Every 
morning he takes the 6.27 to his tedious job at a book 
pulping factory. He hates his boss and his assistant but he 
finds companionship with the factory's guard, an eccentric 
aficionado of classical literature. On the train each morning 
on the way to work, Guylain reads aloud to his fellow 
commuters the disparate pages that he rescues from the 
jaws of the monstrous pulping machine.  One morning on 
the train, he finds a USB stick which contains the diary of a 
young woman. As Guylain reads the diary, he finds himself 
falling love with its author . . . 

This enchanting novel is a warm and funny fable about 
literature's power to uplift even the most monotonous of 
lives; and how there can be dignity and poetry for even the 
most misunderstood. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean-Paul Didierlaurent lives in the 
Vosges region of France. His short stories have twice won the 
International Hemingway Award. The Reader on the 6:27 is his 
first novel. 

 
“A delightful tale about the kinship of reading... Much of the 

charm resides in the simplicity of Didierlaurent's prose and his 
vivid characterisation. Ros Schwartz's translation perfectly 
conveys the warmth and eccentricities of his memorable cast. 
Already a bestseller in France, The Reader on the 6.27 looks set 
to woo British readers and become a book club favourite.” 
Independent on Sunday 

“Charming . . . It is a clever, funny, and humane work that 
champions the power of literature.” Sunday Times 

“This contemporary fable was acquired by more than twenty 
countries. A beautiful testimony to the universality of the love of 
books” Livres Hebdo 
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Julien Sandrel 
LA CHAMBRE DES MERVEILLES 

(The Room Of Wonders) 
Calmann-Lévy, March 2018, 209 pages 

 

◊ Rights still available in: Albania, Croatia, Estonia, 
Georgia, Lithuania, Slovenia. 

◊ English sample chapter available! 

◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Planeta), Italy (Rizzoli), 
Netherlands (De Bezige Bij/Cargo), Sweden 
(Forum), Iceland (Forlagid), Greece (Psichogios), 
Israel (Keter books), Germany (Penguin Verlag), 
Russia (Corpus), Romania (Trei), Czech Republic 
(Albatros Media), Slovakia (Albatros Media), 
Bulgaria (Ciela), World English Rights (Quercus), 
Vietnam (Kim Dong Publishing), China (China 
South Booky), Japan (NHK), Serbia (Laguna), 
Latvia (Zvaigzne), Turkey (Epsilon), Ukraine 
(Hemiro), Poland (Sonia Draga), Korea (Chaek-
Se-sang). 

◊ Option on movie adaptation: Jerico Production. 

◊ Over 51.000 copies sold. 

◊ Was short-listed for: Prix de la Maison de la 
presse & Prix du Livre France Bleu 2018 

◊ A feel-good book with lots of humorous moments, 
showing the true value of family ties and mother 
love.  

◊ The narration alternates between the viewpoint of 
the mother and the thoughts of the son in a coma. 

A journey through the dreams of a child living on 
borrowed time, a novel that mirrors life, unexpected, 
moving, funny, sometimes tough. At other times thrilling. 

After an accident, Louis, 12, now lies in a very deep coma, 
surely irreversible. If there is no improvement, it will be 
necessary for his mother Thelma to decide whether to 
keep him on the respirator or not. Thelma finds a 
notebook under her son’s pillow, in which he has compiled 
a list of his dreams, or rather of all the experiences he’d 
like to live before he goes: Louis calls them “his wonders”, 
being: spend a crazy day in Tokyo, get a tattoo, take an 
intensive football course… In the course of this journey 
through the dreams of a child, and in the midst of this 
frightening countdown, Thelma rediscovers the flavour of 
life, friendship, and mutual assistance, the dragging of time 
and the touch of craziness. She comes to terms with 
herself and learns how to take a closer look at others once 
again. Thelma will benefit from these challenges. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Julien Sandrel was born in 1980 in 
the south of France. This is his first novel. 

 
 

Jean-Gabriel Causse 
LES CRAYONS DE COULEUR  

(The Crayons) 
via Alain Timsit Agency, September 2017, 288 pages 

 
◊ The agency does not handle Polish rights for this 

title. 

◊ Rights sold in: France (Flammarion), Pocket 
France (J’ai Lu), Germany (Bertelsmann / Random 
House), Castillan world (Grijalbo), Catalan (Rosa 
Del Vents / Penguin Random House), Italy (Harper 
Collins), (Hyundaemunha), Lithuania (Lithuanian 
Writer’s Union), Russia (Sindbad). 

◊ Option signed for an international feature film. 

◊ An unusual theme: the symbolism of colors, which 
teaches us a lot about their role in our lives and 
invites us to pay more attention to their impact.  

◊ A book filled with humor, wacky situations and 
suspense, making for a real page-turner. 

Have colors really disappeared or have people just 
stopped noticing them? This slightly wacky but 
philosophical tale, which is also a rom-com, introduces 
us to the fascinating and little-known world of color.  

Having lost his white-collar job, 30-something Arthur, has 
started drowning his sorrows in drink. His only joy comes 
from observing Charlotte in the building across the street. 
She is a very pretty young blind woman who lives alone 
with her 7-year-old daughter, Louise. Arthur eventually 
gets a job in a crayon factory. Two events will change his 
life and allow him to cross paths with Charlotte and her 
daughter. The first, fairly ordinary one, is that the factory 
goes out of business. The second is more surprising: colors 
start disappearing all over the planet, leading to 
unbelievable chaos. Scientists and journalists, searching for 
an explanation of the strange phenomenon, come up with 
all sorts of theories, each one more outlandish than the 
last. Living in a world of black, white and shades of gray, 
the population becomes collectively depressed and an 
unprecedented economic crisis looms. A book that 
intertwines culture and humor by an author who really 
knows his subject. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: After L'ETONNANT POUVOIR 
DES COULEURS 2014), a bestseller translated into 15 languages, 
Jean-Gabriel Causse, designer and color specialist, presents his 
debut novel, which sparked a major auction in France and was 
published by Flammarion in September 2017. 
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Christine Féret-Fleury	
LA FILLE QUI LISAIT DANS LE MÉTRO  

(The Girl Who Read in the Subway) 
Denoël, March 2017, 256 pages  

 

◊ Rights still available in: Albania, Croatia, Estonia, 
Georgia, Latvia, Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia. 

◊ Full English text available - 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Sperling Kupfer), World 
Spanish (Debolsillo), Germany (Dumont), Czech 
Republic & Slovakia (Albatros Media), UK & US 
(Macmillan), China (Citic), the Netherlands 
(HarperCollins Holland), Portugal (Porto Editora) 
Greece (Enalios), Russia (AST/Corpus), Lithuania 
(Baltos Lankos), Romania (Nemira), Poland 
(Publicat), Korea (Hyudaemunhak), Japan (Tokyo 
Sogen), Bulgaria (Ciela Norma), Brazil (Valentina), 
Hungary (Alexandra).  

◊ A book meant for all those who love to see what 
the people next to them read (on the metro or 
the beach), and draw conclusions based on these 
observations. 

◊ A book meant for all those who love being “go-
betweens” giving the right book to the right 
person. 

◊ A book advocating optimism and positive value. 

A modern fairy tale, light-hearted, benevolent and 
poetical, bringing comfort and hope. Half way between 
Amélie Poulain and The reader of the 6:27, a 
concentrate of humor, tenderness and humanity. 

Juliette uses the metro every day, and loses herself in 
reading the minute she steps on board. She sometimes 
observes the other avid readers around her. The old lady. 
The collector of rare books. The young woman who bursts 
into tears at page 247. She looks at them with curiosity 
and tenderness, as if their lives, their reads and their 
passions could infuse a bit of dash into her own lacklustre 
existence. One day, she decides to get off two stations 
before her usual stop near the real estate agency where 
she works. A seemingly innocuous decision that will change 
her life forever. 

On her way, she meets Soliman, a most unusual character 
who lives as a recluse surrounded with books. According 
to him, a book has the power to change the course of a 
life if given to the right person. He entrusts his “go-
betweens” with the task of giving these precious books to 
those who need them on his behalf. Juliette slowly carves a 
niche for herself in this place out of time, becomes a go 
between, and a very close friend to Soliman and Zaïde, his 
daughter. Yet the books, which have grown to have a real 
influence on her destiny, will take her even further... 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Christine Féret-Fleury started out as 
a publisher at Gallimard Jeunesse. In 1996, she published her 
debut book for children, LE PETIT TAMOUR (Flammarion), 
quickly followed in 1999 by her debut book for adults, LES 
VAGUES SONT DOUCES COMME DES TIGRES (Arléa), 
winner of the Antigone Prize. She then went on to write eighty 
more books, and counting. A bulimic reader, she likes to try her 
hand at all the many literary genres she enjoys. 

“A life-affirming novel for our times, appealing both to the 
reader’s heart and soul” The Bookseller  

“Un roman délicieux” Madame Figaro  

“Une belle histoire qui met du baume au coeur, emaillée de 
références littéraires, qui donneraient envie de lire aux plus 
réfractaires.” Avantages 

“Une jolie fable dotée d'un petit brin de folie, pour tous ceux 
qui veulent refermer le livre le sourire aux lèvres.” Lire 

  



BEST-SELLERS 

 62 

Anna Gavalda 
FENDRE L'ARMURE  

(Pierce the Armour)  
Le Dilettante, May 2017, 284 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: North American-English rights 

(Europa), UK & Commonwealth (Europa), 
Romania (Polirom), Czech Republic (Mlada 
Fronta), Hungary (Magvetö), Italy (Frassinelli), 
Korea  (Booklog), Slovakia (Slovart), Serbia 
(Paideia), Russia (AST), Germany (Hanser), 
Poland (Wydawnictwo Literackie), Latvia 
(Zvaigzne). 

◊ Alternatively qualified as sensitive and graceful 
Anna Gavalda excels at writing about ordinary 
people and their ordinary lives in a way that 
makes all readers simply fall in love with her 
characters and stories.  

◊ Each short story is like a novel in terms of richness 
and deepness. Even if sometimes sadness appears 
there is a lot of hope too. 

◊ There is an atmosphere, a mood, a personality, 
and each time an unexpected ending. 

◊ Gavalda masters the art of unexpected endings 
and unusual situations. She speaks in the first 
person, which amplifies the effect of empathy.  

◊ This collection is a tribute to chance encounters. 

◊ Seven characters make up this second collection 
of short stories, eighteen years after the first one 
(JE VOUDRAIS QUE QUELQU’UN M’ATTENDE 
QUELQUE PART). 

◊ It speaks of the solitude of humans and the pain of 
loss, but also of the magic of encounters and the 
power of love.  

The novelist has returned to the literary genre that 
made her famous – the short story – with grace. In this 
new collection Gavalda is the messenger of distraught 
characters who get back on their feet within a few 
hours. An ode to those who admit to their weaknesses, 
who confront their vulnerability. 

There's Ludmila, there's Paul, there's Jean and the others 
have no name. They simply say “I”. Nearly all of them 
speak of the night, during the night, precisely at a time in 
their lives when they are struggling to distinguish between 
night and day.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Virginie Grimaldi 
IL EST GRAND TEMPS DE RALLUMER LES 

ÉTOILES 
(It’s High Time to Relight the Stars) 

Fayard, May 2018, 396 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Planeta), China (Booky), 
Romania (Univers), Israel (Keter), Czech Republic 
(Grada). Romanian, Russian & Turkish rights 
under negotiation 

◊ 120.000 copies sold. 

◊ Film rights sold. 

◊ The novel’s three female characters all narrate a 
colorful family road trip, each from her point of 
view, breathing a sense of freedom into the tale.  

◊ A universal theme – mother-daughter relations – 
that will touch every mother around the world.  

◊ The novel’s setting, Scandinavia by camping-car, 
will make readers want to get away from it all!   

◊ A droll and touching novel that you hate to see 
come to an end!  

A heart-warming, funny and deeply moving story about 
the power of family and the chances that come with 
taking the road less travelled. 

When Anna, a busy 37-year-old single mother and waitress 
living in Toulouse, loses her job and realises her two 
daughters, Chloé (17) and Lily (12), are unhappy and 
lonely, she decides to take them on an unlikely road trip to 
Scandinavia, by camping-van. Alternating between Chloé’s 
blog “The Chronicles of Chloé”, Lily’s diary entries to 
“Marcel” her secret diary, and chapters dedicated to the 
point-of-view of Anna, the reader is immersed in the world 
of this loving yet dysfunctional family, hiding a painful 
secret. On the road to the North the women will meet a 
cast of colourful characters, all in camping-cars and each 
with a story to tell, including a single father, Julien, and his 
autistic son Noé, who will change the course of their 
destinies. 

Finally, however, it is the relationship between Anna and 
her daughters that undergoes the most radical 
transformation, as through laughter and tears their journey 
reunites them as never before.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Virginie Grimaldi is the author of 3 
bestsellers: 1. LE PREMIER JOUR DU RESTE DE MA VIE; 2. TU 
COMPRENDRAS QUAND TU SERAS PLUS GRANDE (2016, 
220.000 copies sold, rights sold in: Germany, Italy, Korea, Czech 
Republic, Russia, UK, Turkey, Poland, Lithuania, Netherlands, 
Romania, China, Hungary, Estonia; 3. LE PARFUM DU 
BONHEUR EST PLUS FORT SOUS LA PLUIE (2017, 215.000 
copies sold and rights sold in: Netherlands, Germany, Korea, 
China, Romania, Turkey, Lithuania. 
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Romain Puértolas 
LES NOUVELLES AVENTURES DU FAKIR AU 

PAYS D’IKEA 
(The Fakir’s New Adventures in The Land of Ikea) 

Le Dilettante, May 2018, 256 pages 

 
◊  Rights sold in: Spain (Grijalbo), Italy. 

◊ “The Extraordinary Journey of the Fakir,” the 
adventure-fantasy film directed by “Starbuck” 
helmer Ken Scott.  

◊ It’s the quest of a writer in search of a subject for 
his next book, of a bed of nails (the one he was 
not able to buy in Fakir 1) and as always a quest of 
self-discovery after losing himself in a soft, dull life, 
after “killing a little of what he once was”. 

A very good and entertaining sequel to the super 
bestseller Fakir 1. It is hilarious, clever, catchy and fresh. 

Two years after his extraordinary journey in a wardrobe, 
Ajatashatru Oghash Rathod is no longer that tall, thin man 
gnarled like a tree with a huge moustache running across 
his face. He is clean shaven, has put on a little weight and 
wears polo shirts with little crocodiles on the chest. Living 
with Marie in a comfortable apartment in the affluent 16th 
district, he slowly sinks into a cushy, insipid routine. Until 
the day adventure knocks once again at his door… A tale 
in the fast lane from France to Sweden that alternates the 
famous fakir’s turbulent childhood at the school of 
magicians in the heart of Rajasthan and the sequel to his 
adventures some thirty years later, with his search in Viking 
territory for the mythical bed of nails, HERTZYÖRBAK. 
And for himself… Two stories for the price of one! It’s at 
once a prequel and a sequel since we go back 30 years to 
Kishanyogoor, where Aja undertakes an initiation to 
become a fakir at the hands of the terrible master whom 
he meets again 30 years later in his new, quiet life of a 
writer. 
Always the same innocence, extraordinary events, humour, 
and a final message about what Europe might become. 
The emergence of a new, unexpected class of migrants. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Romain Puértolas is the author of 
worldwide bestselling phenomenon: L'EXTRAORDINAIRE 
VOYAGE DU FAKIR QUI ETAIT RESTE COINCE DANS UNE 
ARMOIRE IKEA (2013), 300.000 copies sold in France, published 
in 36 countries, translated into 35 languages. 

“There’s something of a Candide in this philosophical odyssey, 
but a very spicy one. Amidst all the summer thrillers, the humour 
of this part Indian, part Swedish book does us a world of good.” 
David Foenkinos, L'Express 

 

 
 

Aurélie Valognes 
AU PETIT BONHEUR LA CHANCE 

(Happy Go Lucky) 
Mazarine, March 2018, 342 pages 

  

◊ Rights sold in: Israel (Kinneret), Russia 
(Corpus/AST), Poland (Sonia Draga). 

◊ Dutch and Czech rights under negotiation.  

◊ Third highest-selling French author in France. 

◊ 150.000 copies sold. 

◊ Discovering Normandy and Paris in the 1960s and 
70s, through the eyes of a little boy.   

◊ Complex, profound characters that you can’t 
make snap judgments about.  

◊ A feel-good book with universal values, like the 
importance of a loving family. 

A search for freedom in the French countryside that 
urges readers to enjoy life’s simple pleasures.  

Aurélie Valognes, the author of three phenomenal 
bestsellers, returns with a charming and heart-warming 
story set in the 60s and 70s in France, which follows the 
relationship between a chatty young boy and his taciturn 
grandmother. When Jean’s mother Marie leaves him with 
Lucette in Granville, Normandy, in order to find work in 
Paris, little does he know that a new life is about to begin 
for him. As the pain of the separation slowly fades, Jean 
adapts to Lucette’s rhythm and begins to savour his 
newfound pastimes: visiting the cemetery, attending church, 
shopping at the food markets and chatting with the 
postman. His peaceful existence is turned upside-down, 
however, when Marie invites him to come live with her in 
Paris, where he meets his new stepfather and half-brother. 
It is here that Jean learns an invaluable lesson: a family is 
what you make it and home is where the heart is. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Aurélie Valognes published her first 
novel, MÉMÉ DANS LES ORTIES (Granny in the Nettles), in July 
2014. It rapidly became one of the year’s greatest successes sold 
over 200,000 copies in France and 160 000 copies of the English 
digital edition. She is also the author of NOS ADORABLES 
BELLES FILLES (Our adorable daughters-in-law) published in 
2016 and MINUTE PAPILLON (Wait a minute) published in 
2017. AU PETIT BONHEUR LA CHANCE is her fourth novel.  
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